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2 HBKRY FOURrK OF PBANCE. 

,1 ./ F(9intSt to diffe^eiu sc^n^s jfour t^w>; ; \ . 
. Leads to fame, bul danger too. , 









** And xMist the brave in4eed (Jepärt, '' 
' Who txow, d'eii now, oii^ pW^reä stö^e f 
For them tbe virgin's tear sba^ start«^— 
• ^or ihein sball flow tbe mitistrePs pm^n" 
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Sofih were tbe^ sound$, tfaat at the Castle 
pf St. Remey welcomed the approach of 
a chosen band, led by the duke de Joy- 
euse, favourite of Henry the Tbird, king 
of France, A blaze of splendour adomed 
the scene, that-seemed to emulhtie the day. 
The Gothic halU illuminated from one 
end to the other, displayed, ^hields, ban- 
ners, and trophies^ inwhicb the fleqr-de- 
lis, in white^ in purple, in azure^ and in 
gold» was eyery wiiere repeated. Tbe 
wreathed pilltrs^^of light,-aflid thetridbly- 
«tained and pidtited Windows; 'eiifaifaited 
tbe ^me &v£iurite debotaiEk>n. ' ' ' 
. These tjSjrt;imoniids' of* i^iciiig were 

adopted 
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adopted in oomequcnce of tbe rae^nt peaoe 
ägned bjrthe^king of Franee, in whlch 
he engaged to join forces with the Holjr 
Lesgue : this peace was known hy the 
name of the treaty of NemourSr 

In consequence oi this . newly-signed 
treaty, tbe destination of the ariny, sent 
under tbe dttke de Joyeuse into Norman- 
dy to oppose the Operations ot the League» 
was totaily changed ; and his new inatruc* 
tions ^Kmmianded bim to lead bis troops 
vithout delay against the magnanimoua 
^oecny and ptesumptive heir of Henry of 
Vak>is— Henry, king of Navarre. Pri- 
vate orders also signified to bim that he 
was tiot'to pass through Normandy with- 
Ottk dcfitig bomage to the principal vassal 
of tb#'Crown tbere-~a lady, bat one en- 
dofrftd with a «nasculiBe spirit, enclosed in 
iiB&utifvd and feminine fi»tn. The Gönn- 
te of St. Remey lived in almost regal 
riste in »Normandy; and the coart owed 
to her thosew^d obligatioiis to wfaieb thef. 
RMt 4liite)«iided loyaky, united to tbe 

B 2 liberal 




4 HENEY FOÜETH OP FBANCIU 

Ae Mvenu£9 
cbhdrmed 

bv .?i circle . of the mir and . Dra*fe,'i con- 
sis'tiiig of Ue Öower ''^f 'thfe Norrtitfri iiöi 
läes^lJa^mK^^^ Ät 'ttlfe ^fcästfe öf ^t 
Remey upoh^ this j<iy ftit 'öcda^MA. ' Ai 
vet tne mistress of tne mansion liad not 
appeared — a swe^ter Durst * öf synipbon V 
ÜV an^oüS;;ed her peär. -AÄV'anefcig, in 
the Pride pf .omqWnng be^ she tveU 

c»i^,;^ith; Wcff^ gr^iöi^ ittit^, 

eacn iiivited güest, (ji'Oiipcs bf loyety 
girls sur^ipded her» bearing in their^U&nd^ 
golden ^W With" white ändbdo« 

riieroüV lilies'/the euiblem^ öf Icr^alty aWd 
devotion ; and these they distribute^ in 
profusipn to the.assemtded visitofs« .None 
cou(d refu§e, under siicb- auftpices, tb at- 
Ö'the buncVof jities ih ihdfMtH ör t^ 
tpeir dress ; fhbugli \ sbine hearts' were 
there that beat for 6üise alone, and some 

-♦tiioj Oil^ ^ u* c-y'M eH>:. *»»■ :i\u^i uxn **; i. n 'r;n >liav 
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; .: 'VST -fj(fT;; 1'ljf lo -. M'v^n vf/ , u-K-.; 

flenry of Navarre. '^ 

;i;be i^>i^9,M c^8^4- /^:M ^^'f^^ 
and V^lUnt favourito of Francet tfae com* 

papipns .of 4ii;^ fnps ^passgd in./' radiant 
file^^ong.j^e ^fjQri^4 half, and ra^w 
hf birp pr^sic^nte^ ,^ tfe^^loyety 'ipistreM 
flf % f^t Xo ä,;y^un^^ m^^^^ of most 
intCK^ptiqg', appearfuice ana unycommön 
l'^utYj . the* dujce addressed. with 'ait 
W pf deferenoe f and in a low yoioe» a fe\r 
VordSy in which ivere ihclud^ thq Aües^ 
tion» uQder what name He chöse tö t>d irw 
troduci^? 

JI? rpplied — ** As fl soldief of fortÜM 
th$ YQimgeF son of a good' famijY--Ujaci^ 

Tlae «tranger'ft dre$s of blue satm em- 
broidere.^ with gold, and bis maptle pf tli6 
same CQ^cpr, e^hibited no rieh jewell^ry, 
fucb a^ wa$ then profusely displaye^ at 

B ä ^ oourt ; 
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* Jhe roal name aod rank of tbis liero^ and the caasa 
of the cogDomen ** Cadet le Perle/' will be found in tbe 
memoin of tba tiines. 
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cocfrt ; a sirlgle pearl,' df nie greatest 
beauty and magnitud^, ^stened^tliat mäh« 
tle at the Shoulder, and seemed te stt^gi^ist 
^ reason for the name (in every seiise'B 
nom deguerre) which he had assumed. 
Kneeling to the countess, he held, - wA 
humble respeet, in one band bis hakiMid 
plume of snowy white, while witb tfce 
other he presented a packet that the queän^ 
bad expressly charged hio^ to deliyer tnto 
the lady of St. Remey's own faatids. 
- The conntess looked Witb rev^renäe* on 
4she Silken thread tbat bouhd it» and h«r 
heart throbbed witb exultation ät this new 
proof of royal confidence. Obserring this 
was 1)0 place for examining such commu- 
nication, she hastily secured th^'^'eciöus 
üeposit, and resumed the con versM^ion; that 
bad been interrüpted» witb her wt<»dt8d 
afiability ahd ease. ♦ ' .. j 

None marvelled that afi&irs of sltite 

sbould mingle witb the moments defsr^d;ed 

to pleasure. Female influence in politlißs, 

• ' ' and 

* Louise of Lorraine, queen «if Ff anCfti 
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}adlea,.of r ii^wk «(irbqot.tbe ooble? dame.4u 
tiiMcQ»;' up toükie ro>i«l ''filkde FrcmqiT) 

«iH(fa^^v4i]oh tbey ihtecfered in.publief^xanß- 
tttiom .of .tbe< inost niiQbo^tcmi ifPfpt- 

Tbe kqeeling. cavalier h^^ ^pt, gf^^ 
ivith ifiwneUHUty ' on. tlji^ idraifmsr^of.the 

eoiiate9ßrt-fl&OTe.bright/4nd l^w^t^hillg in 
AB imod.e$t / $if»plici(jf , öf ' her r^i^,, tt^ 
^ttioBd in 9JJI th^ »pipridour ( jwf, a, pQurt 
He ftdoured ber ßoul^breathing 3ipi^ the 
bailmik of ber blue #ye^ aad thef res^rained 
Idkiimiuir. (|f «^er bti^iMJU^^ jhair>.bi^^ 
^iHäh. iitfM*-»-fi : ^MoiatiM>ii ,8ub«kitiite4 ili 
the^plaw of (Wi3tlienonwaieotfl^ bäcmisf kbe 
oouutess had, witb a sdf-KÜevotion .virorthy 
«f'«betta',£Sitise^{'^eß]ffi% sacrificsd all 
torijwnr^ to iDeet;t})ef0ägeiif»9s^ of .jtl)e 

This little fact»i l^gbtly: toiiched upOn 

B 4 by 



*y;, j^ '.^Qi^4«fl% .^Äaifcft ili5*le^ 
tions in the faii^ |rff i^t" ^^näiir, VirasuM^ 

hon^ttTi JÜ^ fgifvlot^or ihe {^asüre o£Jm 

^gffQfd%'iiMnMdk naV' the fibfe* eoMCM 4)f 
every gitest. While some of the wohB 
elderly nobles of the province were en- 
gaged in pärties at games of skill, not 
sorry (as has heen somewhere remarked) 
t05^Y<?>4tif|j[|l^?W>B^ t^ «*y» .^äittiögilM^ 
lo^ w^llerr^js^f»^^ ;pft-ih^T09Witiy fi»* 

fai^)un$9«of J^IH^'' t|i9e|f<WQgar gixmpe» 
fora^e^ theini^lii^f intQ ^ncaes» ia wjhsd^ 
the b^auties <>f NorqQ«ndy misgled ^itk 
th«^ir^nger knigbts,' nothing grieved at 

the 



gjKnqEkeilcfdüJq gidlM«^ cäTuHers of tbe 

>£ JfM ' >«i1idM^ -'^ of^ Cathetfne^: d^ M e- 
diafenmU- 60SM(lj^ibtf)ve ptoduc^ a bevjr 
q|iJN%bt'demea'»i:|»ttiiig tbeftSrfigures 
ljitot-(iHDm*'gtaoefiq[Ugr glli<^f aoW j^laneed 

QiilI#üo<^vSt4.JlBaiä^:ir aiid 'tbe kuigbts df 
Joyeuse's train enjoyed the passing boor 

tl^ «imÜMred but iketn ei^oftnents «€-tlie 
solAcr: '. ' ■ ". '-' ' -' '."' ' *' 

^ ToHday we teah and hear tbe song» 
To-morroff we IbreHk the spears*. 

Ssttiii^ te aU ageft/ tbetnicTbütf cömpre^- 
h6»lve^^ptoMi« öf the .m not 

sUötM Ittel ji shbf^ of regre 
w^ tbote wfaa iir« ex€mp(»d'ftoni'6iinli- 
laif^^Mtpit,'tbM'l^ sufieringfi 

Wiitiiteiilttc^ eiidures^ eirer ^easts aii ad- 
dkßbiftli^lii« c^flatetest round the wait 
'^, .''^ .> >, u -.1' ' »5^ •'. •' * c "^^' rior. 
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riar^ leading tbö sockl mkiä io l^ytiftpi« 
thizein his transientpleasures, andfmrd* 
cipate in his succeedlng pains. * ' i 

Wbile all was thus gai^y aild irilrtll, it 
w^ the moire äurprising tö w^ öhe of tfie 
circle, who, by his youtb, gmc^; and gböd 
'iTiieii, seemed mo»t partlciilatly saited fbf 
tliis diyersioDi, rent^unce it altogeehdif fi>r 
the conversatiön of one of die höus^äld 
of the Castle, wlth wfaom he stood ^jjeidt 
under thät division öf the hall ii^hibh 
would, in modern times« be tertneft the 
orchestra. ^. **.. 

Cadet le Perle had sought, with a smile 
offrank and graeious reeognition, this old 
aequaintance, whose dress and appearance 
announced him to be a pdf sonage ef jio 
mean preteh^ions. Thaugh ' adväneed 
somewhat in years, his eye sparkied with 
uncommon fite» and his di^ss was ^ks ' gay 
9ß bis countenance : it conststedM^' ä 
doublet and tnanäe ef greeh tafifetay-euir 

Imndered with roses ; andv lAsteadofthe 
.booiehes of lilies which were so ostenta- 

tiously 



tkn^ ^i^f^Tj^ by.ever; other adherent 
totlie bause.of St Bemey, aflaming bou* 
quet adorned his buttonhole» consisting of 
a goldenr violet» an eglantifie of silv£^^and 
tbe^oy-^Sower^ or yi^Uow acacia» mingled 
toge^lneT, wd cuziously wrought in minia« 
tura Imitation of those which were distri- 
bnted aa poetical prizes. By this mystical 
typf^ all whom it concemed might khdw 
tbat 4be MUT Ae Chastelar was a' poet» 
wIkh attte Tolosan^mes had thrice car- 
ried off the.prize, as the happy author of 
the best 6ong, the best pastoral» and the 
best , ballad^ which had be^ offered for 
oompetitioa; and that he had duly taken 
hi&d^eeasa doctor in the heav^nly art of 
poetry, or (as it was denominated in the 
cradle of its birthplace) **lagaie scienceJ* 
A :portta]jt of the far^famed Clexnence 
Isaure; fbundress of the Floral games, was 
sttspended by a broad blue ribbon round 
bis ncdi-«4i te&a as dear.and -saored in the 
ejnefof Ajmar de Chastelar as a Waterloö 
chiBB cnr medal to the* modem wanrioc 

b6 The 



The ekd^«häd eh^sm :tfeii»^mari«tnri»iiA^ 
all hearts-irere ap|i(»dntly deizia^ 
jc^ous4ntoK:i«tioh ^oftileosceli^ t»^4il>tS&D 
from bis old friend som&'ikämkakümap 
but tbe'Vivackms jc^of the poetindnear-* 
ly ov^rthroWn tili fa»<^{daiis^«^^iS*«d 
Pow^r»!"^' be exdaililed;^ in imtäfn fo^tfafl 
yoütfa's'graoeful rcicogtiitioiii ^^dot IjIm^ 

^'Husb!" wBsJiered tke '$tfMger, p\^ 
tiiig bii ' tbe Ups of the' baitf a ' hatldmj^f fe* 
Ung t^itfa rings, tbe meniori&lfrof'finend*^ 
sBp from tlle Mt, or the illüstiiMi^; 
^'^büu Beholdest ahly Cadet le Ferte^ timd 
leaifh sifently tö respe^ bk^n^fw titte;?'" 

*' Well, moiifieigneur Icf 'Perte' däs^ Ca« 
dets,^ Ahie thos it is yoar pkiasärd tö be 

"^ Cair mi Heäri : yoü khö^, äüÜMT, it 
is no deeeit ; i dm a j^^^^tttfg^'brall^ 
my boune/^ ' * »» » f ' ' 

** Of your iUustri«— »But te see jöa 
here! Qooäf&thi, it is^ {lasaiiiig ttn»^ T 
and tbe poeMboked eaüitfaniiify turoond: 

•'Henri 



«'lOwi^fi^itoitei^^ Ott 

tuoA^iiöMeigaimrf^tH^'' 1 rli^ 

importance» was addressed by 8.«fiauit|P3r/» 
«»p^ 1» tbe paart 0f $^. jkirA^ tbe.^^iaacyr^ 

Wbeih«! Hewy Mb irt(#nedrfflr aoi^ jW 
apply tbe last dpuse of this^iinooiiq^us 
r«t»rti tp %h»(lit^£i^vßi9i4^ VH tbe op- 
pMite iiliq^iopiiQty^ Jike. qfert«^}? ,^4 ^X 
to lead tbe dkooune hito anotb^ ;:c|wA>* 
Hai«'"* t'"»^ '' *5 '.^ '» 1 < k 

M?-^ he 
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kl^ YtiDiiilDed with äniinatbiJD upon'tfaeBe- 
niie wlftdeycrtion of th9 cihiMessk : 
*i Tbe^poet -gfaidly diinied ta* TrUIl iiis 
piaisCB of the mistress of the!) hoase, adidU 
11^-^** Sach belüg' tbe.^säciifioes-isfad faas 
iflidb to tbe göod ieaoM^ te iiot tfais nofalci 
lady y my lordy the iaoie admirable in so 
lieell ordering ber afibirstsd to bie aUeBtiU 
toi glire suoh prinrody eiitertemcnetitas we 
tbifr tligirt have witfiölsdd ?^ ^ - * 

To thU the <std6t >ast^ted;'Nt hk 
oomttietidBtiiMd not bdng stt wams as Ckas-' 
telar deeired^ fae ea^f ly inqoired^-'^ How 
liked ybu ^ ^ Weloomifig/ ^ my loiid "f 
M^jbougbt tb^re wa«^ üiiwoM^ fifei in the 
sfirain rung out as the dilk^ entered Ük(b 

hall #ilh his oWvalry.'* . 
*• It waa^ exquiäite f retüraed Henry ; 

'^doubtl^s tbe cmtqtüfis t-^iM^some üun- 
vAtg mujiidiaHns ^froäi . Italy, tbe la&d - of 

"aongk 

" There be truly some singen among 
tbem, incUfiferetitlf weU id^Ulediti: tMoiy," 
/erämtid' the Uiä; nrtber impadeiitly; 

•*but 



11 

"^tmil wotoidrdlpeciiitty ntt jMte i«ten* 
tion to thtJmtifdM s-.the v^Mds^^^Oiawoidbi 
tny loKli am to ttetodiiieininsMfMi^iAt 
tili» virvt^Qiig soulr k tcß tW itierttakid^lifii^ 
les8 body." ' 

»det» '' I was oiteitttidl btisied^kb the 
MitoaKiiding' objecto to gi^re ov toiY 

^' Not nUttd^the loxdir t udfiiB B t ri tbe 
angiy bard; ** tlum» bjr my IraA^ yimr 
Ifltdsiiip lost tfaC' noUert hf^vil a£ Iht 
odMt ddebtabk qonoäts ahd 4««dI def 
Yicet that häve erer bnfcn prooIahoMd ainde 
tbe^days of tfa^ divine Ronsard T 

^' I ifathing doubt my los^" a6swei!^d 
][Ieitty, who^ nour oodipvebanddd aWa 
^tmoe the lesenttirtiiiltif tbe v«n and irri«- 
tafaÜ t>oet; '^]i!qb Ibveiy stars—yon livmg 
lustreSy" looking towards the ladies, •" xomat 
answer for it, as they must for all our sms : 
and, talking bf sins, what guilt weighs on 
your lovely countess, who makes prose- 
lytes o^.whosoever she wiUs, and lyhich- 

ever way she turas ?*' 

: "Lovely 



poeti ^ i^velfj and ndse «sIIüb} kinef dowd) ^ 

fflars tlie gift of Heaven : pait)t.-4BMbpiK> : 
litif^^gto« bör 0reftjf'itkonf^\ wäL to 
witvan adberqnt fr^nt» tb€^A9a*se(4i£Gliiite>D 
or of N^raoret to tt^t^pfthecIdi^rOftFlit^ks^ 
sHpVwQuld ];^ra3jitpn(^ fif thas9>ffl)n iwger$^.i 

you ^l^ye.worf hip|tfdf . . <Brigbt esfi^ijßW^s, 
lame^«, WiUea ^d, pintmi«ef >;are aU eoiifdlieQirt v 
ed u> tliat eSect . Meanwbile ahenfi^^s 
the ^yine piuqe^;to. whom abe. aoaisßly 
afiocd^pow 4nct them a hal&hoiir, iptadg^ 
ii^ly givea Yet why iM«»i pcAfoy aml 
poefXrte ^^» dhided? Aa<tbatQQUcbr . 
miar€|ire8entc4moiiia:eh, Cbarl0stbe2^ 
was wQ^t to s»y ' ta bis t^pw94iS(^Qp* 
aawi<^^* N • ' * ■ » ■» • ^ I > A • ■ 

* Vatt de faire des ven dÜC-on s'en indigner 
Doft §tre i plus "haut prix qne celui de regner, 
Töiis dettx ^alemeiit nons portoni des douronnes, 
H«a, r6i| jt'leb tefoiiy ptykt; tu le§ donlieä;* ^ . ^ 

There 



lümg. QM^Jttmi: ^^«iKRif apMti «iM«»f -^ 

tooqtbtph .*'^'i ^'* ' » ' *'i "' - ^^'^' 

cekeA.* and - inoorHgilde • (M tagoo^Yi^"' 
thMilfht the^ftrdäat and ittipatieiit Heilig ;^^ 
b«r^^¥tibäli«cätig iftat tiie imfbittiflSftte' 
Ctm^ the S}iittft bad bdotid the mihsti/el'' 
of -Sil Eeitfej to him 'bjr a few of fSfotte 
graddft« woirdri sd predöus from tbeÜps 
of ivJbaefl» te eoaied'to wendef at a de* 
votien* tbat deatit i^metified» atid teicAeA' 
from the Imputation^ iiervUify: 'Be w^ 
coHaeted also, tfaat tte'same mdotar 6f iina> 
ginatkül wbith identlfied tk^ bard vfüh Hut 
Veiy g^etihi» of !iidep^deB6^» If once^ sasit-: 
teo witl^lM» alKirnia» raide^ Uitn, ff Ürtit 
Struck, on tfae ocmtraiy, by tbe spl^idöttrs 
taid. magnifioehoe of gceat^esSj, oue .of the 
moat devoted, and at t\ie^ 99)Qae. time mott 
disnitoaeated v^taiis» of , tbmöa« dömina«- 
tions, prinQadamSf.aod all tbepomp and 
pnde of.Ujfe; M<i4h(>ftt*fHi!tber oommenl 

"^ ..thev^oTf 
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therd&re '. beiDomtkA IbcJ tfae «ontili^dä. 
^^t 3gd ; locdB Bti : tbaft dlowerienftb^ddar^ 
rolle, iMid ) tböse HghW lä xuriant trease«» 
a^ranged beneath a lilied Corona}, onewoaM 
tJ«ftth€fladyof1&i Ilemey Che petsonifica. 
tion of fetnale loyalty in JVance^j andy^t 
i^epe ik B&tnething in thö^e^hinihg tte^e^ 
tfnit Mr and bloomii^g ctmpieti&n, ixA 
tllöise'brigbt bitie ^yeis, ttiat speak her öfk 
aitfweiit c^Miittyr '' ... ' ,-^ 

'>* K^vörtbele»,^ 8^d the poet, ^'^tl» 
<kiuflt^S6l6 ft Fi^ndhwoman'S^ lieftft;*! «^^ 

= ^* Iw heart! Speak tb tHe fjoihlv gö«d 
seignorTVoübadöiir/'' . .i. o i 

^ ^' Mook not ffl3r '^lUilg,i ^ojt pawcji^ 






•* A tmcJe^ Aimar,'V said Hön» y, kugh- 
hig; '** oniy tefl- ttie of . tkis \oveVy «oa»- 
tee$^*-whenc6 ai?d ivho; abe is ?** . ./tu. 
. f To do so i mvst "date hn story fhsm 
tiie preseH t khig^s ateessionl ' In > liib «»- 
pidf flight ivcftn ^ Pdlaiui» (oh^ 'itow ; eiseiy 
^;^\üiiwor^y of the/soisbesaor t)iSttiit 
tnttöh-tnkr^presetited!) Charles, ofteertiifci^ 

toefeöry— — ** 

" Enough, 



minsted itoihe ettovtfn of Polatid, >Md inifir 
called to that of* Frahce,' (Mwed tbron^ 
Vienna, wherö.he trm reoeived tvitb bvery 
hononr by Maxiroilian the: empeioil. ■ . : : 
'* In öne of. the festivalsi gtvea tö<HDdie»> 
brate bis amval^a lady hefjged- penobHon 
to present a petition to bim. Slkei yvm 
clad in deep mourning, and a veil aiitifeljr 
faad her featufes irom bis- Aght^^ Jus- 
tiee, toyal sirj. justice!* .she exdatmed» 
caating herseif at bis feet: '^by my mo- 
ther^s side I am a subjeot <^FFai|ce4. You 
behcdd, great kingi in me an orpban de* 
scendant öf the nobte höute of Montoio«- 
ceboy:'-^^ Justice on ^whö 7 the aatcmiaiied 
mmardi said^-^Tbe iady inore afewly r9¥ 
plied-»^* On a usurpeiv a murdeiw, and * 
tyrant'-^^The king entreated her to un« 
vöil, ändUo give him^the «story ef her 
«m3iigs>**Sh^answerdd that «he hadbcutid 
hteself by n soiemtr vow not to take up 
bcr-veil titt «fiter he had granted her the 

boon 



ftkÄiÄj"bpptttsärf)ni By perinittih^ 'h^r %• 
«ÖDonitfeWy;:fiittfirt-tts &vnte to ■antikem 
l*6fririg tlie j<Juh)ey she informed hi&-ttP 
^sUjäiNdPW v<rt^— « Had I api)6a4ir 
ilft#4Hdä b^rt yÄtif majesty.» she «^3; 
*toi^'ihi|!it*Äve reiWrted ttiat tkide pöÖf 
fiä!iite''l&d4iifluenk»d tlie determihätn^i^' 
drfyöte röjriarl iittirfej and as reputattori% 
tiS^t'iAfil^ 'gob* I .sfill caii cffl- töy'btW, 
fiÖÜ^t^'^öüia t harnftertäitteä iftik Vlctitt 
<rfyi§ffr'dilfk'.^büngr >ny vety* Söul 'attwil^' 
tU^h^e^ttvwcatittfibr'tfoel^ JTbtal^sIääi' 
d«rf6'ft»ttri*iwf%hy'fÄii»ei»-i •'■'' •••■ '-o g.n 

' " Ifoble lady i*^ «»ikiMea'n^ty); '»»M»> 
did'tife 1^ft0-gooAm0'mv^i i^tl^k^ 
qilftli >giv<e fo«d fme M9$ -surnilse ?* ' < 

'♦• Never— .the. life and ftctfttos of tbe 

* oountess 



f^j^estf^iq than l0Vi^. lia^fnotiq» y^ Ib?^ 
y{K)n her pwe^ TheJ)k»taiy <^ th^^^ 

lies buried in ,th^ rofal .^($a9t;./bu^,ji{ft 
zealip seeure 1^ wolfiw^fsJiwif^rjilf^ 
op^.iuits* So fiur he did.i«i9^1]F^^([.^ 
vi?^jiie he«towed,,cjpi thjs.^a^y^jt^jijfm^ 
apdxa?Üe of St JReta^^^ ^ffaw^P WSfin 

^^indi^minate prafu$vm.|)y wHMfjl|i9 
stof^ »dU. be ere long c^xbBuy^d: «iH^fai^ 
i^)}ld bitterly haver Kpmted . thisja^ei^ 
tu^n of thß crawn lands, if th&. poi^nteiMu 
hpfl «ciqt, in t}ie, hour of diftiM^. d^ktm^ 

ing back her moBarcti'ft laTkh bofmtyiif 
Ifffi^ i^r^asq^ittaaoes, in' the sacrifieeof 
aUnb^ifo^iale yQiiitie%.ta^fiS8i8tlufl caus^*^ 
^ Nobtelodyj- f^^e&cliEdiiied Heniq^/ 
^|l#,'}aniia)HtuaVadmiii9r of thefdr/felt 
v^fi.-^'. his 



bis bjrmpftfby aädHioni% exMt«d 'bythb 
uniöD of Tirtaea united tp pet-ädnäl ättthc- 

tioiA;- • ■ . '/■_ '-'^ -!''■ 

•* Jö what a frail hark,* m a lower fdne, 
added tbe ^trangter, *^ is thy all of Isafety 
vetifured ! But it onfättCT$ not-^thon^ 
4tt'beside shoüld pirish, Isbe mti9t und shdü 

The minstrel heard not thb sbort kiter- 
ilGlI colloquy; and tHe crowd pressed iotr 
waid to th^ iiänqueting^hail. 
* As ^he düke de Joyeuse appfoached 
th^entratice/ he involuntarily feil bacfc a 
Step, on observing bis distinguished-Iook- 
itigkx>topaiiiGM near bim; tbe praad and 
gay Joyeüite; tbe favourite (^ kings, seem- 
ed to'liesitate witb timid respect before 
Cadet le Parle. 

- This acfiaft was ohecked by Henry— 
•' Nay, pass, Joyeuse^" he whispered, in a 
toneL betweeh concession and command. 

The dukj&^itered'tlie ball, and took 
Station at the r^lit ibattd of tbe cpan- 



The duke de Joyeuse iffis afc that^tig^jE» 

4i^$ß4f*aUr Ithoa^. brillWt «atid attrs^ative 
i\^ty» htb^: tauperfieial mpuancb valqcd. 
He wßs r^li^gaot in person» witbjr^ ^ena- 
rp^a» nHigpiifice»ti and brtvei kmimnmftßd 
cjOVipletxiOD gaye.added heauty to.ii eouii^ 
teiiAD«e mtMJSBMy svn^t^ opeiv and (gra# 
tk9^9* Iipilis^qiiick'glaQäd tnd smilejthene 
dwelt tliat ga^y hUirity Ivhicb bida defi^ 
s^oe 9^e.to care pr tö Riisfortune i; it 
s^^em^ aß if they cptild tievor ri9aah bim ; 
aodtbttti^ri wb^tev^ bead the tbunder^ 
doud mighft burst, H ivöuldt apare . the 
baadaoHrie ^nA hftppy Joyäuaa. 

.]MLQre:cs9kuliat^ W in^m^k^eep und 
kating imtertet» yet ; m diffarent : &om ifae 
dc^/M:di9kBeaai6 from iigbt^ aat iby faia 
«lA^ \Ab brodier^; Henri de Jayeme. Far 
Imßäßimexiity^ leasjstrikiag thanlhedske^ 
bfi ^ould im^o faüäi eü^eiy whene distis« 

guished 



gdUbeä for a ooimtenanoe *' witii leM of 
mth in it than heaven;** a oounteiiaiite 
diat^revealed the eventfol history of bis 
fttie*-<-tliat told ß£. Strahles paat»-«<if more 
agmizing ones yet ta txnne. His ^e 
spoke of gloiy, ganius» asd deeds of l^(ii 
eupria»; yet there was an oooaaonal look: 
that announced even more than tfaeso--- 
that told of a soal which earthly jo3r8 oauld 
never satisfy, and whidi straggled to pieioe 
the darkness of sisnse» and braak tkrough 
tfae toils of worldly pleasures, to fix itadf 
for eyer where the anly true good was to 
be found. The dresd of Henri de Joyeuse 
was in uniscm with his eharacter— it was 
piain and unadomed; and a bladc ^la» 
melied cross» riehly set in gold» was the 
only Ornament he wore above bis surcoat. 
Tbe banqiietmg-hall was fitted up in a 
lighter and more cmiaoiental style even 
than the balUroom ; it was adomed with 
statues of exquinte workmanship, in the 
Italian taste; wfaüe the : Inoot ddieioiis 
pnfiimes were.e3dia]6d fr6m vases of agate 

and 
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and alabaster placed around. At the ban- 
quet, tbe roses of pleasure were mingled 
with the lilies of loyalty ; and the sword, 
the shield, and hostile banner, niight 
literally be said to be buried in flowers. 
The ladies exerted all their bewitcbing 
arts of pleasing. Compliment and spright- 
liness furnished the chief part of the con- 
versation, intermixed with political allu- 
äons upon subjects to which these fair 
dames were no strangers. Questions of 
State and war were discussed in the midst 
of gaiety and smiles ; and the pledge went 
round to many a dimpled cheek, and many 
a sparkling eye, whose rays inspired the 
vöw, and lent added lustre to the scene— 
a scene, the attractions of which were 
söftened, not extinguished, by the now- 
and-tben intrusive thought, that this, 
though a splendid, was a parting festival ; 
and tben a sigh for the fate that might 
overtake each hieroic guest on the morrow, 
Uended with the pleasures enjoyed with 
him ön this gay and brilliant eve, 

VOL. I. c The 
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The conversation of the duke de Joy* 
euse waß chiefly addressed to the countess, 
whom he entertained with the tatest tidings 
of what was passing at court. Rival &« 
vourites came in for a share in the gallant 
courtier's descriptions^ and a few sarcastic 
remarks were hazarded against the supe- 
riority assumed by the virtuous Dugast, 
and the magnificenee displayed by the 
dazzling d'Epernon. He told of a tousv 
nament at which the king had joüsted 
with success — ^a religious procession which 
he had conducted through the streets of 
Paris — and a mftsquerade, at which he 
had danced in the character of Hyppolita, 
queen of the Amazons—- evolutions which 
Henry the Third performed with equal 
ease and self-satisfaction, and in which it 
was impossible to make him percelve either 
inconsistency or degradation. 

During this discourse the eyes of the 
gallant duke were scarcely ever r^moved 
from the features of the countess, who 
found it, therefore, difficult to bestow on 

bis 
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his interestiqg neighbour the degree of 
notice she desired. Sbe however did not 
let tbe ba^quet pass off witbout sbewipg 
bim some delicate and mark^ attentipns» 
and took an oppprtunity of inquiring of 
bim tbe reasons that bad iiüduoed the court 
tp aucb a sudden cbange of plan respect- 
ing tbeir late ally, tb^ king of Navarre. 
Tbe oountess expressed ber esteem for 
tbe cbaracter of that enterpnsing monarcb, 
tbougb gratitude and inclination alike 
bound ber to tbe cause of Henry tbe 
Third. 

Tbe stranger's looks expressed dissent. 
— ** If you knew Henry of Navarre as 
well as I do, lady," be replied, " you 
would add a few dark tints to the picture." 

AU eyes were tumed upon tbe fearless 
accuser of one of the most shining charaq- 
ters of the age. 

Cadet le Perle resumed-r^'* I bave made 
a vow«— wbicb may Heaven so belp me a$» 
I keep it ! — tto encounter and subdue tbe 
baugbty ipirit of Henry of Navarre." 

c 2 « By 
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' " By my faith,** said Joyeuse, " I es- 
teem Henry a gallant knight ! and durst 
we question the Orders which we live but 
to obey, would rather break a lance with 
him in gallant toumey, than pursue him 
to the death in actual fight.'* 

" Duke de Joyeuse, do you repent 
being to join the League ?** asked the ,ca- 
det, with a peculiar emphasis and a pene- 
trating glanee. 

The duke, with some embarrassment, 
was preparing to disclaim the inference, 
when the countess, who saw that the dis- 
eussiöns had somewhat chipiged their 
pleai^nt and amicable character, . though 
she could not exactly trace the cause 
whence the alteration arose, with^ her 
wonted dexterity prevented the continu- 
ance of further discussions, by calling on 
the musicians for a song. . 

During the latter end of the repast, the 
.<jounte$s observed that the eyes'of the 
diike de Joyeuse were iiivoluntarily di- 
reeted towards an alcove, that seemed de* 

signed 
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signed to be oriiiimented with several sta- 
tue$^ but in wfaich only one remäined* — ^ 
".Duke de Joyeuse, you perceive wbat in 
yon recess is wanting,'' she said with a 
smile, ** and I trust you will applaud the 
cause of the deficiency ; yonder small sil- 
ver Statue (it was tbat of a faun playing 
upon pipes) is all that remains to me of 
Ax, the boasted workmansbip of Cellini ; 
let me complete the sacrifice, if sacrifice 
it can be deemed» to devote the shining 
metal that oomposes them to the service 
of my prince.", 

' She spoke, and immediately motioned 
lo two pages to give the silver statue in 
eharge to some of the attendants of the 
duke. 

The two Joyeüses gazed on her beauti- 
fuL featuresy irradiated by the glow of en- 
thusiastic loyalty, with impassioned admi- 
ration. — ^ Great and exalted lady ! give 
US but a few more hearts like yours/' ex* 
claimed the duke^ *^ and France, rieh in 
iuch a treasüre^ may defy the unjted 

c 8 World ! 
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World! Thus, at your feet, let us take 
tfae oath that binds us to defend you in 
every strait, with Service, life, and fortane." 

The knights of Joyeuse^s traiti, as by a 
conseiitaneous impulse, eagerly united in 
the vow elicited by the chivalrdus feelmg 
of tfae moment But the eye of the coun« 
tess vainly sought the only one among 
thetn who had inspired her with a degr^ 
of curiosity and interest. 

Cadet le Perle stood disdainfiil and 
aloof, as if he either despised or disap- 
proved of the passing scene. 

The fatal hour of parting now drew 
nigh ; it was an hour the solemnity of 
which was» in secret, feit and acknow- 
ledged by alL 

The raorrow, with its dread uncer^ 
tainties, arose upon each prophetic mind : 
the countess had bidden her gracioUs iare- 
well to all. Gay and gallant to the last, 
the duke told her to prepare for tiophies 
from the field; but Henry de Joyeose» as 
he bent over the fair band she extended 

ta 
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to him, only whispered, with emphatic 
eamestness — ^**Farewell, noble lady ! pray 
for US.*' 

The last that lingered was Cadet le 
Perle. The countess, believing all the 
guests departedj did not immediately her- 
seif retire to rest, but remained upon^a 
seaty giveii up to lonely and painful ma« 
sings. The sound of returning footsteps 
first roused her from her tranee ; she raised 
her tearful eyes to the rays shed by a sil- 
ver lamp above her canopied head ; they 
diselosed to her the advancing figure of 
Cadet le Perle. 

Before she oould give utterance to her 
surpriae and terror, he had dropped ön one 
knee, and räised the hem of her robe to 
his Ups ; then looking up with respectful 
tendemess-^'* Can you forgive»" he said, 
**zin obscure and nämeless stranger, whose 
heart longs to thank your hospitality, 
when his incense mäy not be mingled 
with the venal noise and flattery of 
crowds ? Oh yes ! by that dawning smile 

c 4 I see 
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1 See I ani forgiven.** As he spoke, he' 
again caüght hold of her robe, to prevent 
her departure. Gazing with still iiaore 
tenderness upon her altered countenance 
— *' Lady, you weep/' he said ; " can the 
idol of contending parties feel a sörrow?. 
surrounded by luxury änd homage, can 
Monimia know a fear ?** He then added, 
in. ä lower tone — " Can the countess of 
St. Remey ever have experieneed what it 
is to want a friend ?" 
. The lady continued silent from extreme 
surprise; this stranger seemed to read her 
inmost soul. He now took her band, and 
pressed it with the serious eamestness of 
one who wishes to enforce attention, and 
then rapidly contiiiued, in a low, empha^ 
tie tone — " If so, seek not ihat friend 
amid the gaudy crowd of flatterers ; tb<»e 
whose homage was offered to you this. 
night already tretnble 6n the brink of a 
preeipice that is ready to give way beneath 
iheir feet — this moment the banners of 
France änd Lorraine seem entwined in 

indissoluble 
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ihdissoluble Union ; but * treachery ägain 
may disunite them ; and if so, iio human 
power can preyeni tfae star of Valois from 
growing pale beneath the Guise's iiappier 
asoendant When that fated moment ar- 
rives/ continued Henry, looking with 
^nxious pity upon the lovely partisan, 
** remember this brief interview ; shew 
this pearl to any member of the house of 
Lorraine, and he will aeknowledge the 
token; then, let whichever side prevail» 
no scathe shall reach the Castle of St. 
Remey r 

Struck with these alarming Communi- 
cations, the countess suffered him to de- 
tach the süperb pearl from his mantle^ 
and to fasten it to her sleeve. She longed 
to know if he was acquainted with her 
history, and still more ardently desired to 
be let into his own ; but he hastily with- 
drew, after this brief and mysterious^ 
waming. 

*^ Bold and amazing man !" her Iip& 
were ready to exdaim ; and however she 

G 5 needed 
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needed repose^ she was imable to obiain 
it, from the fkfal yresägeg tfaat crbwded 
lapon her mind of eVil to faerself and^to 
the State. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Tbe storm that hovvts around the moantaiQ^s head 
Scathes not the ndle'y. Wintcr. 

The &ctions that distracted France in 
die re^ of Henry the Third, took their 
oolour» in a great measure, irom the cha- 
raeter of the sovereign, Disappointing 
the bright proitüse that he gave in his 
youtb, BB duke of Anjou, Heniy was fyst 
beooming an objeet of contempt, both to 
his enemies and friends— «Itemately the 
vreak slare of pleasure or of superstitiön. 
The copduct of Henry, from his aoces- 
sion to the throne of France, presented 
oAe unhroken series . of error, misfwtune, 
and dqgnidation. His only surviving 
farother, the duke of Alen9on, driyen by 
the most offensive and irgurious suspicions. 

c 6 from 
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fipom his side, openly espoused the party 
of his enemies. Implidtly swayed by 
the evil counsels of his mother, Catherine 
de Medicis, who, though she always af- 
fected the charäcter of a tnediatrix, only 
existed in disoord and eonfusion» Henry 
next alienated from himself his brother-in- 
law and namesake, Henry of Navarre, 
who, from the time of his marriage with 
the king's sister, Margaret of Valois, 'hMd 
resided at the oourt. Placing himself at 
the head of the Protestant party in Firance, 
Henry of Navarre, ünited to his omsisi; 
the piinbe of Cond^, and tbe duke d' Alen-^ 
9on, the king's brother, presented a fofr< 
midable ätrength in Opposition io fai& 
power. ) 

It was theii this unfortuhate mimsxA; 
unable alone to support tbe dignity of t&e 
crown, in endeavouring to secure to it ä 
möre eiBäent rampart; threw himself inta 
tbe arms of bis most dangetoas enänies; 
Thefamöuft cötnblnation; Wnowii in Frtooe' 
by thenäme of iThe Leägüe^ was! faegim' 

under 
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under pret^icß of defending tüte Roman 
Cathölic reügion, endangered by £he in- 
creasing strength of the Frotestahtsi 

White Heniy the Third, by bis weak- 
ness, his inccmsistencies»' and &i volity, wad 
every day proving bimself lesa and lessr 
Worthy of ibe crown, the duke of Guise, 
sumamed Le Balafr^^ the meist magriifi- 
oent, ^»terprisirig, and captiyätihg of 
prihces, was making rapid advances in the 
favour of the people. The düke of Guise^ 
äcoording to the French historian's noblie 
expression» '* üvoH un coeur de rat r büt 
tbis royal heart was more bent upon per^ 
sdnal aggraiidizement than the welfar6 of 
the sübject. He was the chief organ and 
süppot*t öf the new iaction ; and to pre^ 
vent • bis becomisg ^«powerful througb 
its means/ the wretched mönarch found 
HO öäier resouFoe ihan declaring himself 
the' head öf the •* Höly League;" and 
thüs, ftom the^kinj^ of hi« whote people/ 
dwindling iiito the tyrant of a few. 

TbeUöbdy Councils: in whiüh tbe spirit 
^ of 
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c£ Catheime de Medicb presided, per- 
suaded the kii^ thisre. was no safety for 
himselC bat in coiAnirenGing a cruel war 
against the Hiigoiiots. Under thdr no- 
Ueleaders, tiie king of Navarre änd the 
prince of Condä» these perseouted people 
ddeildäd ttemselves with all the. spirit 
and resolution üi9piiretd bjr the» «Hmseioiis« 
hess of fighting in a just cauae-^a cause 
in whidi tbey only demandad the fiee 
exerdse of their religion^ and. the posses« 
sibn of sueh pkc^ of streogtb as might 
afiförd^tbema pledge fot the Performance 
of tfae.piiomises knade.to tbeDoi by the court 
li.wits agamst the &r-fatned policyof 
Catherine de Me^cij». to ällow any party 
of the; stete jto öbtunanundue aseendaib«! 
e^. >. Dnring tfae ndkninal n^gnft of three 
liuooessi^.rkings^her sons» Francsis thef 
Seooiid^ Charles the Ninth» and H^iry 
lObfe Tl»rdi^ '' divide and oonquer/' bad 
beeil tfae matxim by whiehishe» in render- 
ing herseif neoesaary, had» infact» direelted 
with absolute power the compUcated iSia- 

chine 
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chine of goverairicnt; her inflnence was 
tfaeiefore ia^. tum ex^rted to make peace 
DiTStli tfae kiiig ^Harane. 

r Tbou|^ 'the geneixnis ixionavch had ex- 
perienqed irom the oonrt notbii^ but 
faithlessness aiid treachery, he Miros ever 
averse to the efiusion of bloöd, and con- 
sentied to lay down bis arms. 

The arts wbich Catherine (mbtised wer6 
only an epitome of the System foUowed 
in France by wotnen of : all dasaes. To 
the deserved {>raise to whioh, as exeetting 
m the virtuos (»eculiar to thiir sex, they 
mi^t juitiiy have aspired, they prefened 
th^ dangerous honour of infliienetng pub* 
Sc measuxes hy tiieir elo^uenüe or thrir 
diarms .^n this aflbrding a stiDongicontrast 
to the condüct of the ladks lof France 
since the restorati0Ai--^44t; fediale fiohtielan 
oriMrfguäfUeiiBßsmgiüöviiyfe tmst^athing 
imknomi).f 3^ retüni te those &r dWe- 
sent days ^tHam^8emcn t» bf ooune^ formed 
a i^sedii^ featnve^ in a.eomrt where the la^ 
di» exereid^ iiiidiisputed stmy; gaiety 

and 
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and pleasure öoürished in the midst d 
civil wars and liegotiations ; and the aiti^ 
des of a treaty^were often sketcfakl öüt^ 
or the taking of a town was plahned and 
executed, on the night of a masquerade 
or a balL 

** Ilßiüoüf^ says the fränk söldi^r, mar* 
shal de Monluc, '' quelqtce affairi guHl y 
iut que le hol marchdt toi06urs!* Wheire- 
ever the two courts met (thpse of the 
queen tnother and the king of Navarre), 
ft/trüce was accorded to the interesi öf 
theii- j^ütual pleasures. Hunting pafties 
di versifiqd their amusemente^ and the king 
of Navarre appeäred one day in the cha- 
ra^r of the dangerbus ehemy^ and the 
iiext in that of the gallant and cheerful host 

A l6ng interval of tranquillity beirig iii 
howise to Catherine*s taste, war was agaih 
^eölared between the contending päräes 
— ^ä war almost eütirely foroüght about by 
the intrigues of the queen mother, aiid her 
daughter^ the beautiflil Marguerite de Va-* 
Ipis* Galiantry presided in the ooundls ; 

and 
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and so liiuch were tke motives of the war- 
liors, on both sides, aeknowledged to be 
influenced by the repreaentations of beau- 
ty^ that the public did not hesitate to give 
it tbe name of '* la gtierre des amaureua:/* 
A new peace was concluded, with the 
sanie lightness with which the parties had 
entered into war. 

lipon his aceession to the throne of 
France, Henry the Third had espoused 
Louise of Lorraine, a near relation of the: 
duke of Guise, and daughter of the count 
de Vaudemont. Having no children by 
this marriage, the alliance had only se^ved 
to add a new lüstre to the house of Guise, 
and to increase the ämbitious hopes öf the 
accomplished prince whd was its repre- 
sentative. The death of tbe duke d'Alen- 
9on, who had hever married, left the süc- 
cession tö be disputed between that as- 
piring family and Henry of Navarre, the 
rightfiil heir. 

Notbing less tfaan the crown itself 
would nöw satisfy the increasing ambi- 

tion 
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tion of the duke of Guise. Still, aware 
that the prinoes öf the bioöd stood, be- 
tween faim and this desired object, he oo- 
vered his inordinate desire of self-i^ran- 
diaement with the pretext of supporting 
tlie interest 6f tte aged cardinal of Bour- 
bon» uncle of Henry 6f Navarre, .being 
younger brother to Anthony of Bourix>n, 
th^ iather of that prince ; thus Henry of 
Navarre, as descended from the eider 
branch, stood indubitably first in the Or- 
der of succession ; but the Leaguers pre- 
tended that his religion was an insuperable 
bar to the throne. 

At the same time, the duke of Guise 
späred no pains to render the reigning mo- 
narch contemptible. His profusion, his 
favouritism, and unparalleled iiivolity 
and inoonsiätency, rendered this but too 
easy an undertaking* At leiigth certaia 
theologians, in the int^estof the duke of 
Guise, ventured to maintain the lawful-« 
ness of deposing a monareh who neglects 
his duty to his people — ** that the power 

which 
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which is exefdsed fbr their advantage 
alone oomes from 6od ; and that it is as 
absurd to give the name of king to one 
who knows not how to gorern, as to as- 
sert that a blind mati can perform the of- 
fioe of a guide, or that a senseless Statue 
can command fiving men." 

The duke of Guise, determined not to 
suflfer the effervesoence of populär feeHng 
produced ly sudi doctrines to subside, 
prooeeded to join actions to words. As« 
sembling togethei* all the adherents to bis 
cause, he openly commenced hostilities, 
as well against the reigning mönarch as 
against Henry of Navarre, with whom 
Henry the Third was then at peaoe« 

It was imi>06sible for tbe king of France 
longer to remafn an inactive spectator of 
oonduct that had for its objeet the de- 
struction of bis person, and the Usurpa- 
tion of fais crown. Nöw it was that he 
had reason to congiätakte himself upön 
häng at |>ea0e wiith Henry, king fif Na- 
varre. Certain that the generous monarch; 

forgetful 
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forgetful of all former causes of cotnplaint, 
would really unite with^ him to crush the 
common enemy, be dispatched the duke 
de Joyeuse, his favourite, itito Normandy, 
to oppose the duke d'Elbeuf, of the fami-' 
ly 6f Gfuise, who commanded the foroes 
of the League in that province. Joyeuse 
was received with every demonstratiön of 
friendship by the king of Navarre's most 
cohfidential ageiit, the baron de. Rosny r 
and these warriors prooeeded together to 
oppose the enemy of both prinees» certain 
of the assistance and Cooperation of the 
king of Navarre, 

( While such was the aspect of äfßdrs» 
how amazing — how scarcely-credible is the 
pitiable inconsistency by which the miser- 
able Henry the Third, influenoed by the 
interested coünsels of the queen mof her, 
wasinduced to sign a hasty and disadvan- 
tageoüs peace with his worst enemies, the 
Guisesi and to turn the whole force of his 
arins against the pride and support of hia 
throne, his natural heir and sucoessor**^ 

his 
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his late firiend and ally — Henry of Navarm! 

Our history oommenoes at this junctare^ 
witb tbe thoughtless joy occasioned in the 
r^alist party by the tfeaty of Nemoüra 
HqUow truce! under which lurked un- 
suspeeted all the embers of future disooni 
Unaecustomed to question the commands 
of his sovereign, the duke de Joyeuse be« 
lieved tbat this junction rendered him iti- 
vindble, and oonfidently looked forward 
.to the total discomfiture of the king of 
Navarre. With such • hopes, and qÄrits 
animated to the desire of a speedy epgage- 
tinent, he. quitted, with his splendid bands» 
tbe Castle of St. Remey. But such was 
.far from being Henry's policy; the ex- 
hausted State of his resources allowed him 
DO Chance of safety, but in postponing the 
tcngagemqnt for which Joyeuse and his 
adventurous troops so eagerly panted. 

Nothing, as it is deseribed by the his- 
torians of the times, could equal the dis- 
Atess of the gallant king of Navarre, üpen 
^this Ainparalleled treadbery on the part of 

his 
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his royal kinsman. Almost destitute of 
troops» without mooey and witbout allies, 
he saw thi«e poweiful armies marchiiig io 
füll airay against Jiim : thos^ of the dukes 
of Joyeüse and Mayenne advanced upon 
him by forced marches, wbile that o( tbe 
narddial de Matignon already threatened 
him in fiiont But Providence» wbo 
watcbed over tbe safety of tbe hero wbo 
was destined, as Henry tbe Fourtb, to be 
one day tbe glory and deligbt of France, 
aiaUed Henry of Navarre to elude all 
these great and pressiUg daogers. By tbe 
injcesaant exertion of skill and prudence, 
he avoided an enoounter witb any of tbe 
hostUe armies ; and tbrowing bimself into 
JjBL Bochßlle, determined to wait tbere 
tili more iavourable times migbt enable 
him to meet bis enemies upon equal 
ground- Of all tbe beroea of Joyeuse's 
train, none were more disappointed at 
tbis termination» tban be wbo bad volan- 
teered in tbe cause — tban tbe young, tbe 
adventurous Cadet le Perle; and seeing 

no 
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no further opportunity of reaping glory 
from this junction, he hastUy abandoned 
it in disgust, and resolved to revisit the 
place of his birth— -Lorrmne. ^ 



CHAP. 
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* * 



CHAPTER III. 



Sure if our fates hang on sonie hidden power, 
And take their colour from the natal hour, 
M j sisier ! the same planet on us rose ; 
Such the strong sympathies our lives disciose. 
Thou knowest how soon we feit tUis influence hland. 
And sought the hrook and coppice hand in hand ; 
And when the day was done, retir*d to rest, 
Sleep on our eyes^ and sunshine in our breast. 

GiFFORD. 

While France was thus the theatre in 
whieh rival princes played at their Woody 
game of war, was there no spot on earth 
on which peace extended her dovelike 
wings? no sweet retirement in which 
the language of love, not the Jargon of 
gallantry, might be heard with sensibility 
and answered with truth ? 

Not far distant from Varennes, and 

about 
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ajbout seven leagues from Verdun, lay a 
little Valley in Lorraine» the inhabitants 
of which held their rights by a singular 
charter. Peace and industry smiled on 
the Valley, which presented the unusual 
spectacle of a Community of nobles sup- 
porting themselves by employments, that 
in other pkces devolv.e upon those born 
in an humbler sphere. A queen had grant- 
ed them the Statute by which they claim- 
ed the monopoly upon which they de- 
pended for subsistence; and, in memory 
of queen Blanche, their benefactress, the 
fair daughters of the valley usually re- 
ceived in baptism the royal name of 
Blanche, or the pastoral one of Rose. 

Retirement, peace^ and health, ren- 
dered beauty a very usual dowry with 
the maidens of the valley ; but among all 
the lovely and noble Roses and Blanches, 
who shone, though destitute of fortune, 
in the grace and dignified pürity the in- 
alienable property of high blood, the two 

VOL. I. D daughters 
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daughters of tbe sire de Chastelar were 
distinguished, as the fairest and the best 

Tbe sire de Chastelar» the owner of a 
small property in the Valley of Lorraine, 
was brother to Aimar de Chastelar, the 
poet of St. Renciey. A youth spent by 
the one in the profession of arms, and by 
the other in the serVice of the inuses, did 
not prevent the tenderest affection from 
subsisting between the brothers. 

It was now seventeen years «ince the 
sire de Chastelar, undeeeived in those 
brilliant hopes( that marked the morning 
of bis career, had retired to end bis days 
in bis native Valley ; and bardly a year of 
that time had passed in which the min- 
strel of St. Remey had not stolen a few 
weeks from the court of France, or from 
the Castle in Nörmandy, to devote to the 
söciety of bis brother and bis brother^s 
young family. 

This family consisted of bis two daugh- 
ters. Kose and Blanche— -for the sire de 
Chastelar was a widoWer. 

Whatever 
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Whate ver ; Rose and Blanche, might 
wallt in discrietion iand prademe,.firoin.,the 
absenbe of fehiale tuition. thdr manners 
lost Bolbing of'chMin from the:singular 
eduüatiDfn tbey received. Broaght up by 
the united Instructions of the courtly poet 
and old soldier, eaeh ibrothef^faad contri- 
butedf to the formatkm of their>:n)inds; 
but still the poet, if he bad a preference, 
inelined to bestow the greateat portion of 
bis instractions qpon the docile and atten- 
tiT« Rose, while the military man found 
a more.<readyi cand, of 'course, a more fa- 
voufite heas^ in the bi^-souled and he- 
r(»cBlanche&'> 

** Wel\ bröther^ the littlei rosy*«heeked, 
aübara«haired.cherubiifi yours," the sire de 
Chaflyfcelar woüld say, as Rosei ^ iisping 
some newly«»conned tale of.wonder on the 
minstisl's knee. '^ You may teach her all 
the secrets öf your art-*romance, villa- 
nelle, triolet,:lsai, virelai» rondeau, rondeau 
redouble!' Make the girl a Froven9al 
poetess» A'yety 'Cl^mence Isaure, or Cku^ 

D 2 d'Andusa, 
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d'Andusa an' ye list, so you leave me 
my Blanche, who would rather leam fr<Hn 
me a Single page of true history, than all 
the Strange, good-for-nothing. fabks you 
have coUected together with so much 
pains." 

Each brother, in fact, with the natural 
complacency of self-love, held but lightly 
the profession of the other, when put in 
comparison with his own. Had not he- 
roes been essen tial to poetry, fröm* the 
epie down to the simple song of war, 
the minstrel would not have been very 
sorry if the earth had been deared of such 
noisy and engrossing personages; wbile 
Raoul de Chastelar considered poets as 
very superfluous Ornaments to the social 
sti^ucture, had it not been that their lays 
serve to embalm and preserve the deeds 
of heroes; to which he was subsequafi'tly 
obliged to add the conoession, that the 
tales of Aimar beguiled many a winter 
evening, that might have been otherwise 
spent in dozing over the well-piled hearth. 

Meanwhile» 
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Meanwhile, (Htiament and Utility went 
hand in hand in the education of Rose 
and Blanche de Chastelar ; and when ar- 
rived at womanhood, tbeir perfect beauty 
of form was set off by manners possessing 
that dignified loftiness, spirit, and energy» 
sometimes the result of an education con- 
ducted by men only, when those men, as 
in the case of Raoul and Aimar de Chas- 
telar, unite elegance of inind to elevation 
of sentiment. 



3> 8 CHAP- 
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CHAPTßR IV. 



'3a^ W pleasant ntenorie 

DM not^ with her pras«nee, flee ; 
Love reveaU each lorelj gnice, 
Uer ftweet manners, her fair face. 

I'Ojf of Henri d'Audelet. 

An evening sun descending upon the 
Valley of Lorraine illuminated the case- 
ments of a number of neat, scattered dwel- 
lings. The thick foliage of various fruit- 
trees rising between, marked that a spot 
of ground for cultivation was attached to 
each of these houses. Midway, about the 
centre of the Valley, a huge pile arose, 
which sent forth volumes of smoke, while 
the busy air of the beings that from time 
to time issued from it, formed a contrast 
with the rural quietness denoted by every 
other object in the valley. A little rivu- 

let. 
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let, closel^ hemmed ifit by two mossy 
banks, ran brawling and bperkling over 
its rocky bed» until it was lost in the 
darkness of a neighböuring coppioe. 

A wood, that seemed coeval with the 
Valley,. shelteced it on the east, and afford- 
ed a lüxuriant canopy to two cavalieis, 
who hqd fastened their steeds to the fur- 
röwed tranks of the mossy and g%antic 
oaksy and who now paused» surveying 
with ^dmiration tbis bc^utifal suoset. 

The lofty and mßgnificent figure of the 
^der cavalier yraß set off by a counteoance 
Wbicb, ßltbQUgh pale, wßs most prepos* 
sessing. An air of faabituäl superiority 
sat on bis brow, and on a set of feature$ 
at onoe tnild, regulär^, and commanding ; 
and bis faii: complexion was accompanied 
by a profusion of fair hür, rieh, silky, and 
waving. While he shaded bis eyes from 
the intensity of the setting beams with a 
hand, the remarkable beauty of which 
lent the last, distinotive grace to bis me- 
morable figure,. the other was employed 

D 4 in 
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in patting the neck of bis steed, a gallant 
iron grey» who seemed conscious and 
proud of bis notice, and worthy, by bis 
own beauty and spirit, to be tbe com«- 
panion of sucb a master. 

Tbe young man wbo accompanied tbe 
fair and süperb cavalier, bad a frank, gay, 
animated cöuntenance, and a complexion 
embrowned by nature, as well as by mili- 
tary toil. If tbe eider involuntarily in- 
spired the idea of exalted rank, tbe 
younger equally appeared formed to be 
tbe companion of a prince ; tbe playful 
smile on bis lip, and bis dark animated 
eye, sbewing bim to be one wbo never left 
any occasion of mirtb unimproved; and 
princes being, as we are assured by tbe 
Chevalier de Bouffiers, unlike their arche- 
types the immortal gods in tbis — ^that 
they prefer those who can amuse, to those 
wbo only can adore them. 

" How lovely," began the eider cavalier, 
** is every object in tbis sequestered spot ! 
bow indescribably sweet!— tbe very air 

wafted 
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wafted towards us, as if laden with the 
balm of peaoe ! It requires but the pre- 
sence of some presiding nymph to make 
this Valley indeed the vale of Temp^." 

^ And to make Cadet le Perle forget 
his duty to the dame de Sauves and the 
oountess de St. Remey," returned the dark 
knight» laughing. 

" Nay, Florestan," replled the fair 
knight, in whom my readers have now 
recognised Cadet le Perle, ^ to the dame 
de Sauves I owe no duty ; a lady so lost 
to loyalty shall never say she holds Henry 
in her chains. As for your other hint, I 
understand it nof 

^ Not when the fair one herseif holds 
the precious pledge — ^the priceless pearl 
fastened to her sleeve?** 

A deep glow overspread the eider 
knight's fair countenance, but there was 
something of anger mixed in its expres-. 
sion. — ** Explain this, Florestan," he has- 
tily said ; ^ you oould not have overheard 
our coUoquy in the banqueting-hall ?" 

d5 "That 
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« 

'♦ That banqtieting-hall has a gaH^jr, 
and ihere a friend might even act sentihe!, 
securely shrouded bi the gloom, if he ^r- 
ed aught of treacheiy or danger to thie 
master he is bbuna to serve.'* 

•• And who bade you fear treaehery or 
danger ?" resunned Gädet le l*erlfe, ^Mle a 
smile in acknowledgment fbr the lättdbb« 
ment he had inspired strnggled\with a 
frown at this encroachment upon hisfi^e- 
will. 

'* Her attachoien t' ta Ihe Leagö ö daited 
from a cfcly/' replied Plörestan, witk seri^ 
ous emphasis. / 

" And you coneeived me in mjf'' accus- 
tomed daiiger, fipom the snares of beauty 
too f Plorestan, you wilP never leärxi to 
know your friend. • PTtyi— the pity of a 
loyal Chevalier for a fäi^ and- gifteji wondan» 
embarked in a perilous cattse, promptö^ 
alone the interview I soughL-^Itrusthcfr 
heart admitted no warmer sefniSitnerit," töti^ 
tinued the knight^ with a more thöught- 
ful air. 

" The 
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^'/The wish at.least is chdritable»" re^ 
turned Florestan,^ — ** Hark ! is this fo* 
rest iutanted? No qiortaU sure, oould 
breathe ^uch witching sbunds !— -Hark to 
those notes again, as of two sweet voioes 
minglifig*" 

It was Rose and Blanche whoin he 
tieard» and the subject of their song was 
this pastoral picture of frlendshipin Tas- 
so's Aminta. 

" Congiunti eran gli alberghi 
Ma piCt congiunti i cori : 
Conforme era Fdtate 
MaM pensier piü Conforme.^ 

*^ ItdKan !? exdaimed the &ir knigbt« 
** Little did I think to hear. such words at 
a distance . from. the court of Catherine de 
Medieis. By all the charms of beauty I 
will xpürsae -^ahd discover in their nests 
these hidden warblers i" 
' ** Have a care !'• gaily resomed Flores- 
tan. *^ If, as you just now sqggested, 
these shades should he haunted» better, in 

D 6 my 
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my poor judgment, were it to leave them 
undisturbed^ whatever may be the nature 
of their inhabitants. If mortals, they may 
resent ; if divinities, they may punish our 
temerilyr*' 

" Mortal or üivine, I have experieneed 
too much indulgence,'' resumed the fair 
knight, with a proud, consdoas smile, 
'^ to draad witch, devil, or fary, in these 
woods — so St. Denis for the adventure T 

*^0n then T' exclaimedthedarkknight; 
" wherever you lead perforce I foUow you.** 

The direction afforded by the sound 
led them to an open glade, where, recli- 
ning together upon a rustic seat, formed 
of the fantastically-spreading root of an 
andent beech» they beheld, for the first 
time, Rose and Blanche de Chastelar. 

The attitude in wbich they presented 
themselves to .the . strangers' sij^t, formed 
a group in whidi grace lent her magic aid 
tQ illustrate the.charm of youthful female 
friendship. The ünely-roundedanQof Rose 
fQi\d]y encirded Blai^he's,.waist> and her 

fate 



HENBT FOÜBTH QF FRANCE. 61 

&ce was placed so near that of her sister» 
&at her profose ringlets of golden brown 
(rendered ridier by the rays of the sun 
pkying overthe rugged trutiks of thetsees 
around them) feil over Blaiiche*s beautiful 
downcast featuvts, and gave her the ap- 
pearance of possessing the same eomplex- 
ion and hair as her sister. This was a» 
Illusion that Rose often liked to repeat, 
andthus to.create.a resemblanee nature 
had denied to their different styles of 
beauty. 

The Ups of Blanche were still parted in 
giving utteranoe to the melodious stndn; 
but the perfeet beauty of her profile never 
äppeared to greater advantage than when 
singing. The advancing steps öf stran- 
gers Startled the fair musicians, and ere 
the two knights could approach» instinc* 
tive modesty had prompted them to rise, 
and. make a hasty retreat towards the 
Valley. 

Though* dazzled. with their . beauty, 
which far surpassed any thing that he had 

yet 
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yet ever fnttt with^.the sioifiU^iity of th^ 

soatterbd1aAbit9tioii9 ardund; (^ tbe Wty 
tttaagßt kitd the natural» but .^roi^eons 
süpposfidoti^ tfaat in.tbese t^er lovelyigiris 
he behdd sbme of thos^. race.3ports of . na* 
ture~«hose violeta sprii^ing in her bum^ 
ble$t paths^ whic^i blookn fi-om. time. tö 
tim6, as if to^onfound tbe. pfetö^siona. öf 
high-bom b^uty. -The Italian stahza 
püzzled him, but this they might have 
learned from some itinerant minstrdi of 

Adeuatöd ^'by tfaese imp^essions; the twq 
y^at)g^k:hij^tg'di8p(>:s6d t^ foU 

}ö^ thtöMrjä0meli to tfaeir retreaf^ ajod 
it -was not Ipng |»e&nr6 tbey faad ovqrtak^ 
thidm. Efo i;i^HoisViWe>shaIt ccoitent our^ 
seWeis' foi< th«' pr^s^t to oall Florestani 
<Vä^ the ßiffit tO' ^ngi^tutale himself oh 
hi& göodfortune^^ in an animated address 
to Rose, to whom he poured forth a volley 
of <x>urtly compliment. 

Cad'et le Peile^ perceiving real displea* 

sure 



süre ptctiireä m faer^teibteildnee, a^driss- 
ed himself to Blaiifafae^r: h> a dcnneWhdt 
ditfefent sl^riy dnd witfa a soft/ inäinuat- 
ing air, besought her to lb#give' the «ppa^ 
rent itMl€>nefö tbat had indaded him and 
his companion to detain them.^*— " W0 mtj 
nAhta^ wmdet-ei%^''^lie said^ *^ wfta have 
niidtiä&efi tbe Svay tb Va^nivM ; aTidfam^r 
liar as Lorraine k to tbe, never did eSnxusä 
conduct me to this lovely vallfey bcföre** 
ThMgh tlie Ibdks^^d^Mbda^oftfte 'Ka- 
valier wefre' those ef d'3b|>pGiniti ac^irtiin 
consdous air of (^^mntöfad^betrayed tfai^ he 
WM not ctMd^ta eritreatf aUd b^' refiibed. 

' DiBplt^asoresiC^htecoilAdefieeitaniioto^^ 
(S&A s«-uggl#i mithterTld% Bfanehe witK 
tbe pv6f)0fiS€Bsiön hni j^^-itnd^ mriii^nera 
ccmW^nöt fiiil>e^^exeite.i^* Andr^ we, sir 
kiiigh«;* th^ .ftj)trite* gtirl i^plieä, ^" are 
simple i»aidbm^'«;ho^^knbW nofc the oas^* 
toms' bf lifeinbeyend'^ this^ peacd&il vfalley i 
but Btrtoge mu§t tfey be indeed; if l^ey 
pertMFEb' young cavalters to pursue to their 
r^rteniehty and, unauthorized, to address 

in 
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in language like thatyourfriend has used, 
the daughter of a noble/' 

**Ofa nobler repeated the fair knight, 
falling back a step. 

V Of a Olass noble^" Blanche with sim- 
pUcity replied. 

** A Glass noble, lovely maid ^ said the 
gay Florestan; *' that is but a brittle 
foundation upon which to erect the fabric 
of nobility." 

** Such is the title which they bear, not- 
withstanding,'' added Kose, ** throughout 
the predncts of the Glass Valley .•* 

" The Glass Valley !" resumed the fair 
knight, passionately. ** Oh, worthy name 
§ör an enchanted retreat, inhabited by 
nymphs so enchanting ! Happy am I to 
have achieved this adventure, and to— — -" 

** It is not achieved yet, sir knight/* 
archly resumed the laughing Rose. *' To 
be a denizen of the Glass Valley, it is ne- 
oessary to. prove as many descents as a 
canon-of Strasburgh, or a knight of Malta" 

*' Perhaps 
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'* Perhaps tbat might be done>" r^licd 
Henry. 

*' In that case/' Böse continued^ '^ and if 
a vacancy should occur, you might possi- 
bly be admitted to all our privileges." 

*^ And what are those precious privi- 
l^es ?" demanded. Cadet le Perle» eagerly. 

Rose demurely replied— " The mono- 
poly of blowing glass for all the neigh- 
bourhood around, and of toiling in ypn 
vast pile firom moming until sunset." 

^* Nay, this is too much !" said the cava- 
lier» turning from bis arch Informant a few 
Steps in anger. *^ To pursue commeroe— 
to toil ! — Henry is not fallen so low as to 
be the objeet of a rustic's mock !" 

He was only aroused from. this momen« 
tary fit of indignation by peroeiving that 
Rose and Blanche had availed themselves 
of bis discomfiture to trip away towards 
their beloved home in the Valley. 

His oompanion soon succeeded in recall- 
ing bim to himself, and calmer reflection 
suggested to , the haughty , but generous 

youth. 
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youth» that he had heard before of ithe ex- 
istence of such a Community as the maid- 
en described*. 

" I wiU 

* Tbe Community of ^ Gentilhomme$ Ferriersp*' or " Gjass 
Noblemen," of Lorraine, was described to the author by a 
hlead, who had -Tisited-the Talley^ and Seen tbem occupxed 
ia their glats,mancifectory» as still existiDg;^ bat in jniserably 
redaced circumstances* Some flattering privileges were 
annezed to tbe Station of a Gentilhonime Verrier.' Tbeir 
sons ^ere eligible to 'serre in tbe army, and tbeir daugbters 
to be edacased at St. Cy?. Tbe otbor circnmstances.rela'* 
tingto tbeir Statutes^ mentioned in tbe text, are all equitUy 
true. ASy bowever^ pretensions to gentle blood, unsup- 
port^d by wealtb, äre, perbaps, of all pretensiori^ ttie tnost 
tikely to jexcite the -ridicule of tbe coldhearted and ungen^ 
tlcp tbe ** Ö€ntilhomma Verrieri^* were long ago eipo^ed to 
such attacksy as appears by tbe epigram of Th€ophile» who 
flourished in th^ reign of Louis tbe Thirteentb, on St; 
Ataiand^ che son of a GenÜlhommi Verrier^ who imprudenUy 
boasted of bis pure nobility. 

^ Votre noblesse est mioce, 
Car "ce n^est pas d'on prince 
Dapbnis; qne vous sortez ; 
Gentilbomme de verre, 
' Si Tous tombez pas terre, 
Adiea tos qualit^s/' 

This epigram was aflerwards applied to the count de 
Guerchy. 



•^ I-\«^ffl «hibk HO'thore of her/' said the 
priti^ely stranger, abruptly, as he unfarteiip- 
ed his steed. 

** Right/ think no niore df her/* retum- 
ed tbe dark knight, '* an insolent, presu- 
nring— — *• 

*' But it was not-jAe that nMxsked me/ 
resaaied Cad«t ie Perle, ^ St waa- liofL the 
angel-&ced'girl wi^h the istep of anymph.^' 

''No, butthäy^^em sisters, and botli 
the daughters of some iittle geTMAtre^ 
who is foreed to Caäl iA tsomnierce to the 
aid of his scanty meäns of eustenoe." 

'' Kay," rcfsumed the firat knight, with 
earnestness, ^^ cast not a scom -on gentle 
blood. I now tretnemiier iheariqg of the 
peculiar Statute by which f bese nobles tuDld 
their pmäeg»/ Yet, to be played üpon 
by a iioTJics&^l^ a girl ; to be reoomiziend- 
ed to iabo w^-^*öJu*4JL^*^ 

** It certes Was IftjUrfett* th^htmtgfßt ifor 
Vuimable mmg%febf-^the fiivöuriteof prih* 
cesses and qu^efi^ ; but connder^wliat 
she saw was Fhoebus shorn of his beams.** 

«She 
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'' She.has seen me for the last time ; yet 

that angel-faced girl 1 would fain know 

wbo they are, Florestan.** 

** So, in good faith, would I/* 

" Why you were not strack too !'* ex- 
daimed the cadet, with a start ; ** you can- 
not surely so suddenly *' 

*' Not with the same object," answered 
Florestan. *^ I admired the arch damsel 
with the nut-brown hair, sunny smile, and 
complexion like a rose." 

" The little espritfoüeU who presumed 
to mock your friend — ^hey, Florestan ? 
Well, I wöuld not for this fair province it 
were the other/* 

'' I supposed, Chevalier, you were to. 
think no more of her." 

*^ Pshaw ! preserve resentment against a 
woman ! — ^besides, it was misplaced— / was 
the first offender, and ought to seek for^ 
giveness. Oh, how becoming and beauti« 
ful was the scom with which the fair and 
haughty one repulsed the ardour of my , 
overbold suit !'* 

** Powerful 
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" PowerfuI, I allow, my lord, the charm 
that you must find in the novelty of such 
demeanour-^but how effect another inter- 
view ?" 

'* You must devise some means, Flores- 
tan. Remember your master's fate is in 
your hands. I shall die if I obtain not 
another glimpse of the nymph of the Val- 
ley. The way to efieet it unbetrayed I 
intrust to you ; to you, faithfal follower, 
who have ever had the wit to extricate 
your master from those false steps, out of 
which, nevertheless, you have never had 
the prudence to keep yourself/' 

" Thank yöu, my lord, for thus magni- 
fying my poor merits. Though the piaise 
be somewhat questionable, I am neverthe- 
less moved once more to serve you, and 
shall call my good wit in aid of the adven- 
ture." 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER V. 



I seek mvself, and am bat myself 's shadow, 
Have lost myaeifi «nd now ^am not so noble^ 

ThePilgrim. 

HuMBLE and unvmed as was the life led 
by the sire de Cbastelar, there was an oc- 
casiopal fire of Speech^ amomentary spar- 
kle in his faded eye» that told of other 
üme$, and differea^ wishes ; andbisideas 
did np|: ;seem» lil^e those of the other no- 
bles» bppnded within the precincts of the 
vaUey, , 

Althoagb generally ebeeiful, it was evi-* 
dent that the past was not forgotten or 
unregretted by him — that past which he 
eould be seldom brought to mention ; and 
there were certain days in the year he 
might be said to have appointed as high 

solemnities 
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solemnities>of grief. Two of these day« 
were the anniversaiies of the death bf his 
wife, and that of the massacre of la Saint 
Bartfa^lemi. 

The Gtfit was spent in bitter yet tender 
agonies ; bot the second was a day of more 
austere observance, and wasr passed by the 
sire i^e Chastelar in absolute solitude/ and 
dotbed in penitentiary sackcloth. 

This .sevtere penanee/ his reserve on the 
topies connected with it, and his örldent 
former interüourse with die gre^t and gay 
wodd, gave rise in the Valley to stirMises 
not to his adrahtage ; and, as it is foünd 
always easier to imagihe a person gidlty 
than nnfortunate, the profound sadness of 
Chastelar on the fatal anniversary of la 
Saint Barth^lemi, gave oecasion for some 
of his sagacious neighbours to accuse him 
d'y avoir trempS; and he was often süs- 
pected to be expiating, in the dread and 
sober period of reflection, his fatal partici- 
pation in the madness of that houf. Yet 
whoev^ had considered» with the smallest 

attention. 
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attention, ** the sweet look of goodness 
which sat upon his brow/' would have im- 
mediately exonerated the veteran from the 
Charge, and have concluded that remorse 
oould have no share in his sorrows. 

On one of those anniversaries the sire 
de Chastelar was praying in the adjacent 
ehapel. In the deepest abstraction the 
moumer called on the souls of the depart- 
ed, and on the Comforter of wo ; and so 
deeply was he engaged in his devotions» 
that he peroeived not the light footsteps of 
one duteous child, who had foUowed him. 

•* Parßon, oh, mon maÜreT escaped 
the prostrate moumer's lips ; then the 
name of his lost wife ; and, lastly, that of 
Blanche herseif was uttered with a heavier 
sigh. 

But Rose was not mentioned in his 
orisons ; and Blanche, for it was she who 
had ventured to follow him, was surprised 
at this Omission of her sister's name. 
Softly* she placed herseif on her knees be- 
side her father ; her heart was too füll for 
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Utterance, but her sobs gave him notice 
of her presence. 

Chastelar started, and looked at her with 
kindness, but with an expression of souU 
feit grief. — ** You here. Blanche !" he ex- 
daimed ; ** I wanted no); that penance to 
remind me of my only crime." 

" Dear father," exclaimed the agitated 
girl, intimidated by bis mysterious ex- 
pressions, yet nerved again by filial aSec* 
tian — *' I do not come as a spy or an in- 
truder ; but Rose — but I my dearest 
father, Rose and I often use to talk over 
this sad anniversary, and we agreed that 
your health must be endangered by such 
long exposure to the chilling damp» and 
we disputed which should venture to-^ 
and in short "^ 

" Although Rose loved me well,*' ex- 
daimed Chastelar, interrupting her, " you 
alone had the courage to intrude upon the 
privac^, and hazard the displeasure, of a 
father for bis good. — But it is meet, it is 
meet," he continued in a lower voice, 

VOL. I. E •• that 
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^^ that this punishment also should await 



me/' 



tt 



Oh, speak }iot>-r-think not less of 
Rose tfaan me !" said Blanche, while th^ 
tear of sisterly afFeetion trembled in her 
eye, of an aflfection that bound her to 
Kose with the excess of twin4ike sensibir 
lity ; ^* bot since I have the happiness not 
greatly to ofiPend you, pertnit me, dearest 
&ther, to raise you from these cold st9nes[. 
Ah, how ieeble and stuf you feel already ! 
You will suf&r me, will you not, to lead 
you to the house ?" 

Sootfaed by her kind attention, the sire 
de Chastelar allowed her to comduct him 
from the ehapel ; but he spent the whole 
day in. the most rigid iseclusion« and on 
the morrow his count^nanoe exhibited 
unequivoeal vestiges of the mournful man- 
ner in which he had passed the night. 

" I think,*' Rose observed to her be- 
loved Blanche, ** that as years come round, 
our father*s sadness, instead of diminish- 



« 



mgf increases; ahdxnudi I drjead, that in 
fime it mpst quite vi^gh him down." 

^*:You know,'*. repliedw Blanche» "he 
iDouma not only for our mother/ but for 
tlie horriä massiere of St. .Barthälemi, in 
whiii>, although we are Cllatbolics, perhaps 
iie^lMt>S(Hne valued friend»" 
' ^* B»t do yoü believe it?" said Rose, 

iiiquiringly. 
.^ Bc»&\te what ?" 

'. ^ Tbat . the nrnssaere .o£ St Barth^erai 
ever ha{>pened ?** 

*^ Alast Rose^ bow eanit be doubted?" 
. *^ I cannot /coneeive How-persons could 
destroy .maMtu^s (^ thdr countrymen 
for holding a difFerent faith ff &cn tbem- 
sehres/' 

» ^^ That is because^ nay. deare^t Rose, 
y{)u twn away. your. eyes from the real 
tmths of 'Ufe,-to' your anders fabled tales 
0£'£u)ey and romance; but our father has 
not, likei bim» li^isdiin an imaginary 
World, and we^might leam those truths 

E 2 from 
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from bis wisdom which we are happily 
exempted from acquiring by experienoe/'- 

** And for wbat use?" again inquired 
Rose ; *' is it not in tbat world from wbich 
we are sbut out tbat our poor father leam- 
ed to be miserable? He loves to talk of 
the brave oflScers be bas known, and tbe 
battles be bas fougbt in former times» and 
wbat does it avail, but to make tbe Com- 
pany and conversation of tbe Gentähommes 
Verriers irksome to bim? From my 
beart I wisb be bad ^metbing better tban 
two simple girls like us to enteilain bim 
— «tbose two cavaliers we saw in tbe Valley 
for instance; it was pity, Blanebe» you 
were so sby.** 

*' Tbeir address was over bold me« 
tbougbt, and my first movement was to 
cbide; yet, were tbe fair and princely* 
looking ca valier to retum— — It skills not 
thinking of it now/V oontinued Blancbe, 
bemming down a sigb; ** still, for our &« 
ther*s sake, and for bis alone; I wisb he 

had 



\ 
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bad overlooked my repulse, and revisited 
the Valley .** 

*^ Right, Blanche, tbey were quite men 
of our &thei^s stamp ; they reminded niie 
KÄ two wandering knights of romance.*' 

" Rather say, of two noble warriors of 
the armies of France or Navarre. Had 
lliey but , applied to him^ instead of pre- 
senting themselves so inopportunely be- 
fore tbs^ they might have been hospitably 
entertained, and have amused bis evening 
hours with tales of battle.** 

•* Yes, Blanche, they might have been 
here now ; and when their battle-tales had 
been suffidently discussed, have told us 
lays of lore and love ; and my father is so 
fond of the society of old ofBcers/' — 
(Whether it was exactly such society as 
that of Florestan and Cadet le Perle is 
not quite certain.) 

" How often,** retumed Blanche, ** has 
he wished aloud for some former comrade, 
with whom to converse of the Tiattles of 
Jamae and Montcontour T 

E 3 « And 
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** And Xi»-Boche-h-Belle/' ' interrapled 
Rose archly ; " did you not remai^s: how 
dexterously I parried that untnerciful 
Charge of the duke of Anjou with tfae Ca- 
tholic war-cry of La-Rocfae-la«Belle,' by 
telling my father bis bouillon wasr cdofing ?" 

" He lives but in the past," öbserved 
the tender Blanche ; ** and Wi&, tidio are 
blessfed- with ^ensibility to presönt enjoy-- 
ment, should listen with complaoence to 
his oflt-repeated tales." 

A short time had elapsed afCer thi^ 
Short conversation» and nothing further 
was heard respecting the strang^rs. 

One gloomy evening, when i^toftns had 
prettiaturely given a wintry aspeci to the 
Valley, Blanche imagiiled »he heard, abikl 
the feleüienial uproar, the voice of sottief 
one ^eqfuesting adoiittanee to their eot«^ 
" Li^t !" she exclaimed to Rose j " it IB 
sure sowie honseless wandere^** 

The soutids were repeated, and rdu^ed 
fhe attention of the sire de GhÄstelat fröiäfi 
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bis book.-^" Whö calls ?" he loudly de- 
manded. 

** One," said a voice that thrilled ,to 
Blanehe's heart, ** who seeks here for his 
last höpe in life." 

There was sötnething double and mys- 
terious in tbese words, but the accents 
could not be mistaken, and both tbe girls 
eamestly joined in entreating tbe sire de 
Chastelar to unbar the door to tbe dis- 
tressed traveller, whoever be migbt be. 

The prompt humanity of the sire de 
Chastelar had already induced him to rise, 
and take a light, and the next moment 
he usbered in two dripping travellers, so 
oompletely disguised by their aceoutFe- 
ments, that it was impossible to foresee 
who or what they might prove to be. 
The tallest of the two accepted an ofiered 
seat, into which he sunk, in an evident 
State of exhaustion. The other spoke 
for him, and in a few words demand- 
ed the sire de Chastelar's hospitality. 
Be proinised to be more explicit before 

£ 4 long; 
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long; and looking at the two fair gicis, 
who seemed divided between fear, amaze- 
m^nt, and compassion, hinted, it was 
their presence alone pi^vented bis making 
a füll avowal of the motives that threw 
him and bis friend on tbe sire de Cbaste- 
lar's kindness at an bour so unusuaL 
. The taller stranger wore a black wrap- 
ping-doak, fastened witb a briUiant belt» 
and bat of black velvet, of the form which 
we now eboose to denominate a ** Henri 
Quatre,^ tbe magnificent plumage of 
which drooped beavily witb the load of 
imbibed rain. His companion, witb an 
officious air of babitual service, helped to 
disembarrass him of these, and it was 
with more emotion than surprise that 
Blanche then beheld, emerging like tbe 
evening star from bebind an ebon cloud» 
the radiant aspect and fair locks of tbe 
unknown knight of tbe Valley. 

While the knight wrung from those 
fair locks the wet that had diminished half 
their brightness» and approached tbe. high« 

piled 
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l^ed hearth to reanimate his frozen limbs^ 
she buded herseif with preparatives for 
some cheering and oordial repast ; at the 
same time that she conceived her tempo» 
rary absence, and that of IU)se, might en- 
able the knights to explain their Situation 
with greater fireedom to the sire de Chas- 
telar; but, notwithstanding this delicate 
scruple» she found the strangers, on her 
retum» still engaged with the subjeet— * 
*^ An affidr of honour ?" the sire de Chas- 
tdar was saying with the accent of in«« 
quiry. 

" An afiair of honour/' retumed the 
first knight, ** in which love also has a 
share." He sighed, and looked at Blanche. 

** And you and your oompanion require 
the temporary shelter of the Valley»*^ con* 
tinued the sire de Chastelar^ thoughtfully. 

*' I a^gaged with my friend*s second/^ 
Said Florestan» *^ and require an ai^lum 
eqoally with himself.'^ 
. f* And this must last ■ * * 

^ As long aa the rvaunded mm continne 

£.5 ini 
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i» langer,'' t^dm^ FIonestiEiii^ m.a 
ifoice, and with; a glanoe at the «CkrHoetivfe 
daügfaterfe of «he valfey* "Yoü knotar 
Ik>w severe the )enactmeiiia ate. dgfdnst 
dueb." : 

I: JkiKecond glaiu» irook Ctidet le TeMe 
bioted io the nym{>bs xif the: vidier thtise 
fidslefd woütids wem eäly tbose itheii: tyei 
had made* But tbis tdäneiiteDt Roie and 
Bkticberivere toö iimöoent tacööipr^hcild« 

The sire de : Cha^f ehr mused -ä titom^Dt; 
and theh tfau8 addressed thiia^.^-^^ Glmta* 
Hers» you have claimed my proteotian« 
Fol* your own 'gakiä I cö(iiild:liäTe^ished 
it tod been 4faaft <if some ihoie {n^etfui 
niätit;..Bitice lioWever cotisäsimeiit, Vathite 
than hixury, byoiarobjeat^you W]Uifoai)t- 
lesB^^tigt^ for a Short -täia]^ benice afaodt 
yöur lod^ng^ ai)d I tbink I «anpbeNDnis^ 
y«da dne wbepeyc^otianlielh ftitt^scuirity.^ 
. ^ To wliat Gon^foi^Iessrls^'lsJtlfiis^iaiii^ 
troduction?" mutteteä.^EibredfiäTr. .* 

Chastelar rewHöedi-^^jWepatffe a /laable» . 
biit poorcsommonitf,^ etfOteirjhahitiiig'bis 
i separate 
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separate oottage, änd unable tö afford sheU 
ter to imy teyönd our immediate families : 
bat a littlö way ap the valley is a chapel, 
a private passage of which oonducts to a 
subteirranean cavem, whe re " 

A o(^ tr^tnour seized upon Blanche es 
she looked at the fair knight, so uneere- 
moniously consigned by the sire de Chas* 
tekr to a liyjing tombw What ! should 
that noble Head, whieh iseemed fbrmed 
cnly to be pillowed upoii crimsön and 
down— thoBe princety'limbs, made to re- 
dine upon gorgeous coaches beneath Silk- 
en canopieft, bei e^tposed to the unwhole- 
soni6 dieänps of a miklewed vault, Sur- 
round^ by cmtagious air, and stretched 
upön ihoäs-gro^h stones ! For the first 
time Blanche thoügfat faerfather unfeeling. 
Not a jäötaiäKt was to be lost, for Cadet 
le Fe^ was dösiibg wiHh bis unpromising 
propbäE^. 

Rosi^ aarid B^nohe held a whigpering 
(WiiAiltalion togetfaer, and at length 
J^aAche Said, wMe' her &ce became coi^ 

£ 6 vered 
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vered with a perfect. mantle of blushe»-^ 
'' Father, Rose teils me there is no need 
of such an alternative. The sieurde Mai« 
sonseule, Gentilhotnme Verrier» who Uvea 
nearest to us» has disUked his home evec 
since the death of his wife» and proposes 
setting out to-morrow for Verdun» to visit 
his sister.** 

A genüe pressure from tbe hand of Ca- 
det le Perle expressed his gratitude for 
this timely interference ; and it was agreed» 
if the Information of Rose and Blanche 
proved to be correct, that the two stran- 
gers should obtain permission from the 
sire de Maisonseule to take possession of 
hisempty shell, tiU such time.as he shoul4 
Ipnd it oonvenient to return to the yalley. 

Moming broke while the travellers were 
^iscuss^ng the remains of their hospitable 
meal; and apcompanied by the sire ^ de 
Cbastelar, the two y oung men sallied foith 
^o examine their destined habpitation. 
. What was the delight ^xperienced by 
^ur adventurers on finding, this cattage 
:, . waa 
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was next to that of the sire de Chastelar ! 
-^*' We do not propose to be unprofitable 
burthens as long as we remain in your 
industrious valley," said the fair knight ; 
" no, my friend, we will comply with the 
Statutes, and thus obtain a right to the 
freedom of the Glass Valley." 

" I fear, sirs, you will soon weary out,** 
Said Chastelar, vainly suppressing a sigh. 
** Little does the glare of fumaces, or the 
bustle of workmen, please the eye aceus- 
tomed to the well-trained soldier— ^the ear 
used to the pleasant hum of the camp, 
and the flash of the loud artillery/* 

The young men pereeived they had 
unwittingly ndsed a demon of painful re- 
miniscence, which it would be out of their 
power to lay agaih. Pity ing the Veteran^ 
whose sorrows they mightone day beoome 
worthy to know and share» they, for the 
present, contented themselves with silent 
sympathy, and turned their attention to- 
wards the necessary preparationsfor be- 
ooming for a time the happy and volun- 
tary denizens of the Glass Valley. 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Love, iiabitterM with tearSy 
Suitd bat ill with my^earv, 
^ Where awMta fpriog unraiiigled arouiid ; 

. . Bro mj bomage I pajri 
Be tho gödkead more py^ 

And bis altars witb violets crowii'd. 

I»r(/ (^ the Manor, 

The chap^I bell that annoünced the hour 
of seven^ was become io Blanche a soond 
oi thtl inofit delightfui antiqpäti6h/ AI- 
ready faad lihe leäm t to prefer it tö tbaf of 
her lute, and #buld oftefi, diidihg the sb iv 
march öf tiine; asöeiidf to see if her cal6u- 
iatioh"h4d*fadtdeöehr6a her, and if the 
fiour d^siredliM} hotalreädy stfucia Hovi^ 
ddightful' the measüred sound öf the Ao€ki 
Wheh kiety sirok^ it t^ brings the hearei^ 
iriöre iiear td the ötjec^ of her ooiiätanl 

'^ - 'wishes^ 
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«tisb^ 1 Wb^t tqiQBte ' ean hbpe ionrä 
tltö soutidsth&t ännöUYite'to Üye ekpeefimt 
hi^art ä ph>miä6d ha]^iless? NöM, for 
müsle h only ä |>reaSlii^, ^Yid pl^sutes ^te 
but soügM a$ dttb^lttttefs fer fdidty. - 

To BläAißh^ the hbor of sei^n amioun- 
ced that älVwäs ife^t ahd re^eätio» iti^ tte 
Valley ^ätüith^ i6itn0 hxnkt Vfoikld mlemä 
her tieity Ifoni bis gelflisnpöied .ta9k^.lus 
voluntary toil— forftisoro dii^iiledi sbe &ll 
pdrsüaded £e ws^ ; 7^ b^Firnipoenoe kii^w 
tfdfe&t, fi»r it cöncsesdedi frolh her tbö . vtet 
diSfti^^ice thatfitrtuniä woxild, ki tfate oase 0f 
Ute being of illüi^oa^ blrth, pkoe fastwe» 
ibem ; ' and ^be belkvied^ ^lerhdps xjiistly 
b^Heved, that hcjr gehil6> biood^ . beaiity» 
)^ ]m^, i^tilled her to aspire to alL . . : . 
- £adi tiheeffal höjix& reeehred ita iztaster 
lii thk yfiSieyi HÄt wfaei'e was tbe jaodial 
}te»1^ ISO di^^rfol » tbalt Krbetts plresided 

liier fiiofüent dte had reason to expect 
bÄ: ikthef s re^ucff fV<$&i >iti8pecting tbe la^ 
bdurs^öf (hcf glait^houtde^ ihie buaied tersdff 

along 
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away with fairy feet Happy in hä*sel£-H> 
happy to See her fatber so^and liappy in 
a new> and, t^U now» an unknown . sentit 
ment, that imparted life, warmtb, and in-» 
terest to her whole being. Blanche^ for- 
merly noted by her father and uncle to be 
grave and poisive compared to Röae, ap-i 
peared an a südden a transformed creatnre. 
The night («ssed bver h^r on downy ^ 
xAonsi^the inorn awakened her with rosy^ 
smiles; bat «tili her foiidest hopes^ tumed 
towards the eveninig^s calm«*-thät vesper 
6our which was to her the harbinger of 
love and happiness. 

One evening that veaper fabür bad .pas&i 
6d, und it brought not Henry nor her &^ 
ther. Kanefae tried. in vain to oohbeid 
her uneasanäsi^ } attd Rose, tböugh she rak 
lied her, shared in every thing her sister 
Mti 

The brUliaftit belt that fastened Henry 's 
cloäk iay on the table, where he had left 
it in föt^^folness the night before; Tfaat 
night hud been passed, Kke all Üie )pre^ 
'/ ceding 
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oedijDg önes» In the twecft efiiisions öf so* 
dal intiioacy und OHitUial ^easüre. That 
night the little cirde» so fortblttMisly 
brotight tog^tber» seemed to feel thät tfae 
cottage contained theiir World ; fortte'tni^ 
yelled knowledge bf Henry ätid Flörestan 
*— the Mrisdom and experience of tbe sire 
de Cbastelar-^and tbe developed talenis 
öf Hose and Bianebe, uniteä to tbe. soft 
&elings tbat gkfwed in the breasts of ihe 
younger part 'öf tbe group/ madö tbe 
houTs they spent tögetber a succession of 
the tbdst tafied and elevated enjoyments^ 
Blanche fixed her eyes upon tbe jewel* 
led clasp — that clasp wbich reminded her 
so strongly of its owner, wbo^ for tbe first 
titne, was remiss. Förgetfol of anotber*s 
presence, she exdaimed aloud — '* Half an 
bonr later tban bis wonted time, and yet 
he does not come |*' 

" Heviendra-t-ii ? se dit la jouvencelle — • 
Pas ne viendra, respond Ta blanche flear,'' 

sa}d Rose, archly applying to Blanche 

two 
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two lines of a ballad illustrative of a pasto-^ 
ml superstition in France, in oonsequc^noe 
of which young maidens were wont to 
consult the white daisy, or blanche Mar^ 
gueritCf in similar cases of perplexity/and 
fancy they discovered, in the even or un* 
even number of its leaves» the Solution to 
their doubts and fears.— '' Shall we oon* 
sult lafleur dSmneresse for this recreant 
knight» Blanche ?^ Rose resumed ; '' what 
says toracU des champs* P 

But seeing tfaat Blanche's anxiety was 
not to be sported away, and that large 

tears 

9 

* '< Marguerite/Mn French, meant a daisy— it also meant 
a pearl— it also was a woman's name. The ** Margaerite'^ 
therefore, uuder its triple character of a lady, a flower^ 
and a geniy was the object of the mysterious worship of the 
earliest Troubadours^ and afforded^nnumerable opportu- 
lii^es for those plays upon words and conceits, which in 
every country are the delight of ^* poesie'' in its iniäncy. 

The ^ blanche Margoerite*' was also the subject of a po- 
pulär superstition^ in consequence of which the shepherd- 
ess who doubted whether her sbepherd would be punctual 
to the hour, had nothing to do but carefuUy to pick off the 
petals of a daisy. If, after patient enumeration, the num- 
her proved uneven, he would come— -if an even number 
presented itselff it is needless to d^clare th« alternative^ 
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tears stood in her eyes, ready to foroe tbeir 
passage down her cheek, she tenderly em* 
hiaced her, and said — '* My dearest sister» 
can you forgive the momentary foUy of 
your giddy sister» and is she worthy, after 
it, to ofier a serious Observation ? Remem-* 
ber, my Blanche, these young men are 
«trangers, not denizeiis of the Valley ; ac- 
cident has obliged them to seek an asylum 
among us, and m like manner a favour« 
able tum in tbeir fortune may take them 
away. Let them not, therefore, further 
occupy our thoughts. Henry too may 
have bis troubles— a man who has put the 
life of anotber (thougb that other be an 
enemy) in danger, cannot possess that 
dear and quiet mind which we enjoy, who 
know no sin — no sorrow." 

*^No sin, it is true," cried Blanche; 
" but for sorrow-«-ob, fatal stranger !'* 

She threw berself, with a burst of tears, 
into her sister's arms, and for the first time 
became sensible of the pains attendant 
upon the passion she had so incautiously 

welcomed 



Weleomed to.her bre^t With atBgutsh 
^le now diseovered tbat a sister'^ love wa$ 
«o longer suffident for her peace^ and 
that Henry älone possessed the potirer to 
raise or to appease the fond solicitudea of 
her breast. 

Rose waited tili she was again calm, 
f^ tfaen timidly said~-'' There is another 
thing I would urge — I fear he is above 
ourdegree" 

** Fear it ! why fear it ?'* asked Blanche, 
with a sudden flash of loftiness not un- 
nsual with her, and which made her some- 
tiihes look more like a queen than a^augh- 
ter of the Valley. 

" There is a mystery about these stran- 
gers that I like not," continued Rose; 
" and besides, tbeir rank is not equaL" 

" How know you that ?" demanded 
Blanche* 

'* Nay, I feel assured of it : and yet the 
tokens by which I judged are trifles so 
sligbt and idle, that when I would catch 
and fix them, they ever seem to elude 

my 
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tny grasp. First tben, retnember yoü. 
Blanche» one evening, that my father, Flo- 
restän, and Henry, stöod grbuped in tbe 
Valley together, diecussing some oM tale 
of war> that we girls were deemed un- 
worthy to listen to — Henry held in bis 
händ one of his embroidered gloves, which 
lie ever and anon shook baekwards and 
forwards, as if thinking of some challenge 
he bäd formerly accepted ; he dropped it ; 
Florestan almost threw hitnself on tbe 
ground in bis haste to pick it up, as if for 
Henry himself to stoop had been degrar 
dation in the extreme : Henry, on his part, 
received it, when presented by Florestan, 
with a smile, and a certain conscious air, 
that seemed to say-— * It is well — ^you have 
but done your duty/ Next I remark, that 
in this Valley, where all others äre equa), 
Florestan always observes to Henry a cer- 
tain deference, and never, by any chance, 
has he been the first to cross our humble 
threshold. Thirdly, one day when the 
heat was unusually great, and Henry 

threw 
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fehrew himself, faint and exhausted, on a 
seat, did not Flore9tan approach to fan 
him with his cap» and with offidous Ser- 
vice present a glass öf water to his Ups ?" 

'' These are great disooveries !" said 
Blanche» smiling at the little remonstrance 
of Rose, which she heard with a degree 
of patience and good humour, that afibrd« 
ed after all but an equivocal proof of the 
goodness of her temper — the sHght pain 
occasioned by the prudential suggestions 
of her sister being overbalanced by the 
pleasure of hearing Henry's name repeated 
often» though it were only in the way of 
admonition and reproof. 

^ Surely, my dearest Blanche," resumed 
Rose, with increa3ing earnestness, " you 
must have sometimes reflected on the 
speedy probability of this Separation ?" 

Blanche had not done so. Every day 
more and more attached to Henry, she 
had been voluntarily blind to the preca- 
rious tenure on which depended the oon« 
tinuance of an intercourse that constituted 

her 
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her siim öf happiness. She reliedupön 
the love , of Henry: (love so obvious in 
eyery word and action) for devising some 
expedient never to leave her ; so intimate- 
ly did she feel her existence entwined and 
bound up> in his, that steadily to contem- 
plate their Separation she foünd to be im- 
possible. She tried to disguise, even frbm 
her sis^r, the sharp pang that the bare 
Suggestion; of it inflicted upon her heart ; 
and assuüiing ari air of.raillery, said — 
" Bat you forget, Rose» thät when I lose 
my swain, you will löse as devoted a Che- 
valier : in the gay Flore$tan, whom.you 
have just proved to be his shadöw." 

^* No, Blanche,'.' said Rose, with un- 
usual steadiness, ^* the gay Florestan will 
never peril me. Thoughtless. and faeart- 
whole, we are both too merry för the little 
blind urohin to play bis malicious pranks 
withal. We laugh and sing together, and 
together brave his : power." , . 

V Together ! perhaps it were safer to 
defy him singly," repUisd Blanche : : but 

VOL. I. F ?i€rs 
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hers was a muplaced incredulity ; sbe 
d^med Böse but a rash» romantic girl, 
and was not aware that the sentiment 
wbich bad taken possession of her own 
heart» while it left tbat of her sister free» 
bad produced an exchange of cbaracter be- 
tween them, and tbat the romance of Rose, 
Wfaich was as yet only that of the imagi« 
nation» was not so dangerous as her etwr, 
wbich was the romance of the heart. 

The raillery tbat bad passed between 
the sisters bad, however, the good effeet 
of restoring the spirits of Blaticbe to the 
degree of dignity and seitnity, deprived 
of which sbe could not, without blushing, 
bave met the scrutinizing eye of Henry, 
wbonow appeared with her father and 
Florestan, become an almost inseparable 
three. The sire was in the midst of one 
of bis favotmte old stories, wbich, as far 
as the giiis could guess, might bave been, 
after aU, the cause, and^tbe sole cause, of 
the delay wbich bad dccasioned in one of 
the ladies so much pain and speculation. 

As 
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As soon üs Rose caught tfae words— <* 
'* La-Roche-la-Belle/' sfae stole at Flore»* 
tan a glance so irresistibly comie, tbat the 
young cavalier was in an instant at her 
side, attracted by tbat arcb glance and 
rosy smile. 

This exuberance of spirits in ber sister, 
Blancbe, in ber days of prudence, bad 
vainly tried to checke justly assuring ber 
that a jest, or a secret sbared, 'was one of 
the greatest encouragements sbe could give 
to a väin and assuming man. But Rose» 
prQud in conscious . security, bad ne- 
glected tbe admonition ; tbougb^ beyond 
tbis occasional smile, for wbieb sbe in- 
stantly reproacbed berself, sbe bad never 
sufTered her spirits to hurry her fartber 
tban tbe bounds of duty permitted ; and 
tbe sprightliness in which sbe indulged 
with Florestan was of tbe most blameless 
and innocent nature. Tbere certainly was 
an uncommon congeniality. in tbe nnrth- 
ful temperament of tbis animated and 
youtbful pair, wbo, wben togetber, seemed 

F 2 like 
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like two bitds/provoking each to datdo 
the.other in Hvely and varied song. Of 
f^lorestan's heart it might be said; like 
Malcolm Grawne's, . 

<< It duncM as lightome in bis braasf, , 
' As play*<l the feaiher on bis cresi *.** 

No care seemed ever to have crossed 
tfaat, sunny brow ; and bis dark eye and 
animated complexion flasbed and glowed 
jn, unison with every rapid impression 
^ipaije by soci^ pleasure.^ Sometioies, after 
,.4^vir^ iQdulged in a thousand playful sal- 
f lies ber§elf, Rose would call her compa- 
.niop to Order. Then Florestan found, or 
, affect;ed to find, the greatest gratification 
Jrj foUowing the lead öf the lively girl in 

what 

"* There exists a casual, but siriking resemblance be- 

' '^tw'eki Ulis Couplet in the Lad^ of the I^ke, and the coii- 

cluding one of a compliment to an illustrious personage, 

jntrodnced in an occasional epilogue to The Tepipest, by 

general durgoyne, written in the year 1789— 

.< 

** While gayer passions, warm'd at Nature's breast, 
Play o'er bis youth — the featbers of his crest /' 
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«wtotshe was pl^sed to term her morie 

serious puFSuits« She initiated him into 

bU the metrical l(Kre that Aimar her uncle 

had taught her, and her apt Scholar was 

in a short time so deep in the mysteries of 

« Rhne Kirielle,'' " Rime Batel^," '* Chant 

KoyaV and all the pedantries that filled 

üp * the dark interval before Taste and 

Malherbe effected ä bloodless revolution 

•in Franiee, that he raight, if suddenly dis- 

inissed from the service of hi^ present mas- 

'ter,- haye maintained himself respectably, 

by practising the minstrel art. On his ap- 

.pearing, with the sire de Chastelar, after 

«their unusually prolonged absence, he had 

presented Rose with a bunch of thei beau- 

^tiftil Towers that bore her name, culled in 

the Valley, and now claimed the privilege 

of pladng them on her laubum tresses. 

^* Nö, sir,'' Said Rose, playfuUy ; " ybu 
are> not of age sufficiently advanoed to 
.have a right to nominate a rosiere." 

•SThen,". Said Florestan, pa$^onateIy, 
'* leime: hang the chaplet on your chan^- 

F 8 her 
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ber door, aa tbe Proveii9al bard did, ent, 
in the bower of the beautiful Ckiretta." 

'^ I know not« aoiong any of the Pro- 
ven9al lays I bave heard»" said Rose« '^ piie 
more frequently repeated tban that whi^h 
alludes to the fondness of tbe nightin^e 
for that fiower : and it h again introdUced 
in a Story of tbe fair Clairetta, wbo ap- 
pears to bave been a$ unfortunate as fair.'* 

" Wbere is the pleasure/' feelingly ask- 
ed Florestan» ** of a passion that is not re« 
turned? I envy not the nightingale bis 
Jbeautiful insensible." 

" Perbaps,** said tbe maid of the vaUey» 
** you wrong the exquisite flower. Say, 
is not tbe perfume the soul of tbe rose ?~ 

** Bewitching trifler ! would I had heen 
Aimar de Chastebir !" 

Rose liked not tbe passionate expressicm 
that accompanied Florestan's words and 
looks; and wbenever that was tbe oase, 
sbe took refuge in her hite: sfae now» 
therefore, concealed her cx)nfusion, by 
bending oyer tbe strings i and wben sbe 

had 
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had tuned f hem, süng the last Proven9al 
lay sbe had learned frotn Chastelar. 



CLAIBRTTJlS boweil 

LAX 0? THE PI^Oyi^li^AL ^Q£T. 

Night sbed hjBF veü o'er fair Clairetta's bower, 
Aqdy steep'<i1n bakoi «Ach blössom sought r^pose» 

Wb^n thtts the nightiagale addresft'd tho flower 
Clairetta cherishM most — the lovely rose ! 

« 

^ Sieep'st tbotty bright queen of flowers^ at evening'sclose ? 
Or will thou listen to the plaintive tale, 

For which my song in tenderer anguish flows? 
Cur mistress Ibn^ her absent knight maj wail, 
Tbis day in arms he feil, in yonder hostile vale.*^ 

He cea«Vi. T\^ qneen qC oviant ehanas repliesv-r> 
<< Say, sl^l tbci mourner biow b^r «orrowing head, 

Wbile »wifMoDi^d Faioe^ unheedfni of her «ghs, 
In ioud report the fearful trath may spread ? 

Noy sweet lamenters o'er the g^Ilant dead, 
liet ii$f when next sbe seeks tbis calm recess, 

Whisper, in sighsy her liopes, her pleasures fled, 
With gentlest touch awake her heart's distress, 
So be her tears more soft, her duteoas love not less«''' 

f 4 Sbe 



4 « 
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SU sppke. ^; A fre« conaent was breatb'd fuU boqd. 
Throughout the bower, froin breeze, aiid pl«n|,.and., 
fstream; _ ' 

When, 1q ! condacted by tbe fiivouring mooiv 
Clairetta sougbt ehe well-known spot, to iream 

Of scenes of bliss — her lover all her theme. 
As yet onknowing of the gloom that hang 
. ,. On all thac late had smil'd.with cbeeriog. beam ; < 

, But frpm each sad surrounding objece spraag, 
Too 8ooa the täleof wo they told withont a tongoe. 

r Wiib dewy teara bis head each flowret bent ; 
' ' 'More sadly sung theplamtive nightingale; 
The pitying stara a paler lustre lent ; 

The lippHng stream was heard wich murm^ring swelt.; 
ffW^exi spirita seero'd amid the winds to dwell,, 
« ^ Forj^zaphyr gay now sent a holiow moan. 

'^What means/' Clairetta cried, ^'.this mystic apell — 
AU natura dad in sadness not her owq } > 
Ah^ sure/I kiiow her voice — she speaks my herö goiie V^ 



i ; 



^ And would Rose sbed one , teßi the 
more," again wbi8pei[ed Flore^tap^ " if her 

. lover 
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loTershould fall in performing the 
ofaknight?^ 

Happily Rose was saved the embarrass- 
nent of replying to. this question/ by tfae 
üre de Chastelar^s resuming the subject of 
the battles of Jaraac and Montcontour, in 
wfaich he, although a Roman Catholic, 
had served (like many other Catholic Offi- 
ces«) in the army of Coligny. That dis- 
tinguished cbief, who might be styled the 
tirtcMT in the art of war of Henry of. Na- 
varre/at first sought rather to rein in.than 
to exdte his ardour, and with this yiew 
bad placed bim, at the battle of Montcon- 
tour> on a hill at a small distance, with a 
Corps de reserve.-^** Never shall I forget 
that battle/' exdaimed .Chastelar, ** where 
Henry of Navaire, then only sixteen yeafs 
of age, gave the first - promise of bis glo- 
rious youth ! I thiaki see bim now, sur- 
veying the dispositions of Goligny, from 
the eminöncie tvhere theadmirars cautious 
prudence bad placed bim. Scarcely could 
obedienee to the Orders of the Commander 

F 5 prevent 
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ptevent that ardent apirit from ovtipais« 
ing its bounds, and rushing into the heat 
of the combat In the briUiant impa- 
tience of his valour, you might aee the 
rising struggles of the infarit Heicules * ; 
but wben the battle raged fiercest, oh» 
how did his inborn sagadty put to the 
blush the experienoe of bearded men! 
He saw where we had failed, and excldm* 
ed» in the angubh of his prinoely spirit>~ 
* We fbllow not up our advantage-~we 
lose the battle by our own folly !' By hoivr 
many glorious actions hath he ainoe re* 
deemed the enforced inaetivity of that 
day ! Oh» Henry, thou art in the pride 
of life, and I in its decline ! yet» but that 
a long blight hath fallen on all my hopes» 
ose blast of thy trumpet oould eveti now 
rouse Dde» and summon me to thy side 
from the retirement of the valley." 

'' And //' Said the fair and mysterious 
stranger» whose natne also was Henry» 

" would 

* ll«ni7 bad taken for hi» device an amiMl HercaWs, 
urkh th^ motto— '' Invia viriu^ nulla titßiaJ* 
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*^ wooU glodSy inuwer to liie satmiiMiof 
Hepiy of Ntwre; büt it skoald be:to 
mortal oombet, in widch ane mr boüi of 
US mtast faul ; to nofcet faim in ho9tiid 
giQse^ whether at oourt op in the fidci» 
wbether cm bis nativer aoil er mine ; and 
never will I remme die name I bove un<- 
ti l ■ ' * He paüsed, oonsdouß of baving 
aaid too mf|di. 

Like meny remarkaibly &ir and band- 
sonie eountenanoes^ thtit of Gadet le Ferk» 
whch lighted up witb ang^r, bäd in it 
som^tbingat onoe bright arid teitiUe. He 
canglit the doTe-llke eyes of Bhriehe fixed 
upon bis free wifh an expresnon he alone 
coatd read arigbt. Oh^iniebtto d'atnort 
oontrolling power; that bad eatabllafaed 
betweenr beings w diänmibiir aA intelH^ 
gence so oomplet^f TbOie large blucf 
eyes, swiinming in tears, seeQQed t6 say^^ 
^ Henry, if augbt öould evei move tbee 
tg^ lock tbtta at me, my tiembling heart 
eoiild not survive tbine anger T 

Tbat glance, so füll of souI, wbile it 

F 6 flattered 
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fli^i((nd.|ii» mofit^chemfaed./eel^gs^ieeBK 
lediijpiito Jbimself; a^d aaxiQus.toi.pre» 
vent themtiids of his iiear^rs ^fiom dwdl« 
liQg<onv#histdate impradmoe,! he iiesumed 
his disooiu^^ obaerving-^'* I ..thoju^t» 
«is&r. ^e . Chaatelar, your attachment . had 
been more particukrly to theadöüral^than 
to tte kiugrof Navarre V 

** Assuredly/' Chastelar . replied. ** I 
loT^^^and^.ekulted in tbe dawn o£ the glo- 
rious Hcitfjr.; ' but it was as a saldier of 
Goügaylg I followed ^ him - tb the^ field^ 
foUowed himfrom attaehmentH'pure^ dts^ 
intereste^'^detotion, such as heroi&quaK- 
ties )only ctfh inspire. Y6a -young men; 
now^^t^dayts» talk of choosing a leader from» 
attachment; bat yimrs is tOTich^andho-^ 
hours;: ihe^Ataae^ that anknated ilumbeiu 
tess bilBiv€^gentlenien in my yotir^er^ays 
waxes 'fedde^ or is extinct/' 

'^NBy, 1 most hneak a |ance ^ith yau; 
veneratedior» id ikvoutof .preseiit tiofies,'! 

t .resuibfliib 

* Th^ illuäfrious Ccrlign;^ <^a^ oft6n siroply designated by 
hiHM'&y* The Admiral." . 



resttflied Et^nry ; *' th^^ artf^nien oapäbl« 
of foUowing tbeir master to exile und to 
death — aire there not, Flörestan ?'^ 

Florestan bowed d«sent, with a vety pe- 
coUar expression of countenance. 

** Men 'Who would follour a chief, a ■ • ■ 
prtfice, we will say, from motives of pure 
afiectioni though interest point a diSerent 
road — do they not, Florestan ?" 

'* Most true,- replied the dark knight ; 
^ but fi^oüld that prince be ultimately for« 
tukiate, mark me, they look to sharing his 
good fortune.** 

^ That is bgit just," resumed • Henry, 
laugbing.— >^^ Sire de Chastekr, I fear we 
have left the field to you f and he. hasten- 
ed to. place Jiimself by the side of Blanche, 
to soirle awiy^ with love's most bewitdi- 
ihg flMleries, tbe^trapsitory feeling öfter- 
ror he badimpressed^upon her iaEDagidation. 

Though the^ day was ^ passed by Hetlry 
inlisgisting'the sire de Gbästelar to over- 
look bis workttien, ^and direct-the progres^ 
of tbeir laboiifs^ he always k^thimse^in 

Blancbe*s 
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BläncfaB'ir minä, by dtseoTQBing some sm^ 
ployokent that ohoulcl occtipy her un^ 
the thne' c^ his . i^turn. Tbus^ versed in 
oQiurts, and aoeompliirfibd in ev^^art of 
pleasing, he faad made himself nteessäry 
to her bappiness» even befove ahe. wasäware 
that her heart was irrevocably engagedi 
In the eourae pf tbetr iaticoaoy, Hemy 
sometimes betrayed a degnee of abaenqe of 
mitid, (bat contms^ striMogly with the 
poUsbed dignity pf hi9 wnü manner^ 
WhUe Blanche was r^peali^g to bim be? 

progress in sooietbing he bad wi«bed her 
tp leern» sbe pws^ on peroeivÄng that 
Henry hq. Icoiger attended to her» but^ 
apporently unconacious of the obserralion 
pf others, reoaained with his eyes iiitaiüy 
fisied on her ooUei^tte. Her de^icacy took 
tbe alarm» and i»h^ began adjqattngil; witb 
more Ümi usual amp aronnd her nebk«. 
. « J?cH^?e j»e, \w€^y BltaifW i^id 
Hwvy» whi}e a bjusb aVber mivooBi^tfno« 
tion difii]««dJta<^ tran9part»i% throiigb 
\m j^Dwing and dear oomplexiön ; ^^ for« 

give 
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give me if I distreMed ydu by « rüde md 
lengthened gase» and deign to mplj to 
the quertion no vain curiosity prompt« qM 
to ask. That slight and small scar, boW^ 
ßter trifling, on the left of your oollerette, 
ne^embles one inflicted With the point of a 
sword-*^i9 it poisible?" 

He pau^; but the agitation of Blanche 
at bis extraordinary ob^rvatkxi wM ex*» 
oessive. A thousand borrible imaginings, 
and tboughts too deep to be communica« 
ted even to Rose, yet that had been aomff* 
times indulged in secret, erossed her mi^d* 
Sfae continued to look on Heiiry, her eye* 
balls strained, her Ups apart, and every 
expression ofa mind racked with the agony 
of doubt At length she exdaimed*-^ 
** VV^henee oomes this stränge surinise?*«n 
oh^ speak if you have aught to teil ore !—* 
this moment, in merey speak T 

^' As I hope £)r beaven» I have nought 
to communicate/' said Henry» fervently ; 
'' and had I thought th^t a question, ask* 
ed in sinoerity, would have thus alarmed 

you, 
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you, soontt woald I have stiUed this h6dit 
in my bosom, than have attempted, at sudb 
Im^öxpence» the gratification of my curi« 
©«ky."* 

'"He spoke with the openness of truth; 
and, as he uttered these words, pressed her 
hand with eamestness, to enforce the ex* 
pression of his sorrow, for having uninten- 
tibnally distressed her. 
' ** It ifl well,** cried Blanche, gradually 
reeovering herseif; •* büt your question 
fluttered iny spirits strangely. Whätvi- 
olence coüld ever have attacked my life— 
a daüghter of this peaceful Valley? ^ Yet 
8ome vägue and horrid reeoHection I bave 
(näy, to a reeoUectioh it searcely amounts); 
an Impression which your words have sin- 
guiarly revived, of distress in childhöod-^ 
swords ^glittering and waving above -my 
infant head-^'-^and pale, gbastly faees/ and 
vcwes crying- for mercy— and-of a 4ädy 



» 



' "' We will, think - iK> more of it,*^ äaid 
Htfenry.'** Ob>bow,'my fair, is it posiiible 

to 



tchi^k of 4i|gbt wgtiiial/whei^ you . are 
by?. Bluebfi^'' €ontiiuied he, vpapi'elsiyely, 
'^y^u have tai^li^>|pt-the foro&^Hdineiais 
of iwo phrases in our language with wfaieh 
I w^8 läil DQW jimper^tly: «cquaifited ;— * 
bdn de^ vom, and prSs de^ vouf ; <the first 
means misery—- tbe seec^d happiness.^ ; 
'With eagemess the guileless Blandie 
drank inthesehonied words^.and su£fered 
Henry to sooth the heart.tfaat hi$ abrupt 
i^ljQCBatjipn had' so dbturbed. He turned 
'th^3 diacDurse to difiei^ent t^emes, now 
agdking tainterest, oow only tq amuse hei^ 
mind. Yet still, wfaateter , the subjed; 
^bus^ xUscussed, tbe /tendemev of . hie look^ 
aqitixxpes made it c^* importance ; those 
looks» whieh prolonged the expiression of 
.fab ieeUngB, even wheQ^h|8^ Ups were sir 
lent — ^as in mpsic^ thi^ chqrd t^athasbieen 
toqchediretui^SJa vi^tipn, long after the 
.m;^8idan*had i^easedte^eUcit the sound. 

^' Exquisite Creatore !" ciied Florestan, 
wlien his£ieiid<talkedK>yer with faiQi.the 
variötis eveots, or, :rather, ihß various teA- 
-. . ings 
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iDgs of t]m ^y. . ^* It IS well my marter 
has mwkeid her ^MrJhwi owiu ä»» I begih 
tofear me, aU tbe langhiDg gttiees of Rose 
eould soareely ke?p iQe from tranafertiiig 
my alle^wce to tbis lovely lUy > Thetpe )s 
nothing i<\ tbe 9\ost ^sUng iDcc^uty so 
striking tx> my mind» as IshatewiplexuMi of 
pureat fairnefis» thoBe blue eyes df such 
beayenly expres^ion ; and wbeil catt \^ tn 
terrar^-*ob, did you ever witnees ai4ght sk> 
lovely, so sublime ?«**^nds tCMidhing uppii 
terror^ allow metootMerve^ thatyQuinght- 
exied her most terriblj to-n^ht» cheratief^; 
a few nvüfß siieh $alli09» anil that Hftle 
^heart may for eyer esoape yciii. Hdwyoiir 
sfinU ßßsih wd \Andie at tbe Tery name 
of H«tuy df Nal^ri?e ! Her falbär, the old 
4oldi^» Iwv I idarvel where bis wits were, 
not to teke instant akrm?" 

'' 1% is al tböa äayest»'' aud Henry, 
wbo. bad attended ooly to the firat part.of 
Flweatttii's harangtte^ <^ Sute aometfaing 
«kvange ind mysferious surrounds the 
maid. Long have I maiked tfaat minute 

scar— 
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war^that cxNnpkxkm of ciearest paleness, 
whieh I yet bave seea 9treaked witb the 
bue of the virgin rose*— and then an ooea- 
sional look of tenxH-, whieh ever and aiion 
impressed me witb the notion that her 
eradle must bave been rodked in storttMi, 
to bave tbus left tbeir iiidelible impre^wMi 
on her palQ but fiaiUle63 lineametito« — 
Wbat sayeat thou« Flor€6tan-*«ift filbe not 
the daugbter of Cbastelar ?" % 

*^ Nay, by my faitb, our goesses do not 
prejudice her parentage. She may be 
CbasteWs daugbter, and yet her in&my 
may hav^ been eiposqd Ui dangers. She 
cannot be much older than the masaac» 
of la St. Bartli^lemi. But I see which 
way your imaginationa t^d« SuppoÄng 
some mystery to envelope h» birtb» our 
plans would not deprive our kind host of 
a daugbter.'' 

'* Our plana ! Talk not «o lightlyi air," 
Said Henry, witb a flaab of ainger. '* Thiilk 
yott I harbour towards aueh an «igel any 
. ph» incomiatcsit witb hcoMMir ?" 

- 1 put 
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^ I put it not in doubt; but sometbing 
must he determined on, and that right 
speedily. Think you it well teil nobly 
for Cadet de Perle to remain buried, like 
Achilles in Scyros, in- an obscure vaUey, 
while all France is in arms, and the glö- 
rious opportunity ägain presenting herseif, 
which may never more return?*' 

'* Explain yourself : of what opportu- 
nity do you^ speak ?" 

" My letters of this day inform bae, 
that the negotiations foc peace with the 
king of Navarre have failed as usual, and 
that Joyeuse is once more sent out to 
cmsh him, with an army composed of the 
bestforces of the kingdom.- 
:, Cadet le Perle started a$ from a dr^am. 
«*-" Ha !— ^re you sure of that ?" 

Florestan replied— ^* I have my infor- 
mation from Philip. You, chevalier, are 
the best judge whether bis authörity car- 
ries weight with -it or not.** 

Whpever might be this Philip, bis coin- 
munication produced the effect of electri- 

dty 
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dty upÖn our yt)uthftil Alexander. In- 
stiBctively he grasped the hilt of bis sword, 
and his whole expression at onee ärinoun- 
ced the transfbrmation from the lover to 
tb^'hero. — ** Enough !" he cried ; " friend, 
cdmpanion, brother in arms ! too long have 
yfeli Seen me bound in the flowery chains 
of Love — ^to-morrow we prepare for bat- 
tle r 

Florestan paused and besitäted. — " Bnt 
perbaps-: *» 

'^Perhaps what, sir?- • .. 

^ ^* The lovely Blanche de Chastelar -tiiay 

« 

deserve even that sacrifice.'' 

'' She would not ask it : her heroic bo- 
som beats to the name of glory, or it would 
never have throbbed responsive to mine ! 
But were it possible she should exact it, 
there is no sacrifice whieh her merit does 
not deserve. Blanche de Chastelar is wor- 
thy of a ducöl diadem !" 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Oh, marik those äroiling tears, that sw6ll 
The open*d rose ! from heaven they feil, 

And with the sunbeam blend; 
Biest visitations from above : 
Such are the teilder woes of love, 

Fostering the heart they beod ! Colehidce. 

The evening that succeeded this oonver- 
sation beheld Blanche de Chastelar and 
Cadet le Perle slowly pacing together the 
antique wood that sheltered the Valley to- 
wards the east. It was seldom that 
Blanche ventured thither unaccompahied 
by Rose, and on this occasion Rose set 
out in seareh of her, with tidings that sbe 
feit certain would be joyfuUy received. 

She paused as she approached the pair, 
and observed them from a little distance. 

She 
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Siie remarked thafc Heüty mtk «peakilig 
with eamestnessH^witll enei^y, oiid tteMi 
he pressed \he bakid of Blanche to bis 
beart To wbat be had beien adv^tidng 
Blanche made iSome reply, in wbich tfae 
loftiness of ber nativB cbaMcter Was evi- 
dently (expressed. Ute cadet took tip tlie 
objedtion of Blanche ^wbätevei- it might 
be) with added vehemence and tendemess, 
and the nutnercKis variations ot bis trans- 
parent cotnplexion announeed utiequivo«^ 
cally the conflict in bis mind. At lehgth 
Rose thought she bebeld bim put a ring 
on Blanche's finger ; but öf this she could 
not be certain, for they turned at the mo- 
ment from the direction in wbich she was 
observing them ; and unwilling any longer 
to dday ber good tidings, she bastened 
fbrward. 

Eiagerly taking the band of Blanche, 
she exdaimed — ** My dearest sister, it is 
two bours since my uncle Aimar has been 
in the valley» and my fatber is so bappy ! 
and he has broaght us each presents from 

the 
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the great city — ^for you a little marygoidw 
jewel and a croas of pearls; and to me, for 
that he knows how dearly I love min-* 
strelsy, he has ^Ven a complete set of the 
* Margüerites Fi'an9oises *•" 

But a seoond before, Blanche de Chaste- 
lar had been listening with rapture to 
Henry's honied vows; but now^ with the 
versatility of girlhood, and the strohg love 
of kindred, whichever marks the trüly 
modest and affectionate female mind, she 
sprang forward in the direction to which 
Rose's finger pointed, exclaiming — " My 
uncle — oh, my dear unele, how I long to 
see you again !'* 

Rose's intrusion had a very different 
efiect upon Cadet le Perle, whose ooun-> 
tenance was in an instant overspread with 
gloom, and he refused, with some bitter« 

ness, 

• Poems qf Queen Marguerite de Valois, sister of Fran- 
cis the First, entitled, according to the quibhling taste of 
the times, " Margüerites Franpoises," which might sigoify 
either ".French Margarets/' or " French Daisies." 
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ness, to return to the cottage with Rose 
and Blanche de Chastekr. 

Happily for herseif, Blanche was too 
much engrossed with a new object, ahd 
also too certain of H^iry's love, to notice 
the alteration of his manner, as he excused 
bimself from accompany ing her. Seizing 
the arm of Rose, she darted down the 
Valley, and was in a few minutes in the 
presence of the minstrel Chastelar. 

She was recei ved by the poet with cor- 
dial delight : with pride and pleasure he 
contemplated the improvement that, since 
his last absence, had taken place in her 
person and countenance. She had been 
ever mild and affectionate to him — lovely 
in her form as polished in her mind ; but 
that unvaried päleness, that pensiveness, 
and stillness of manner, bordering upon 
melancholy, he, as well as Florestan, had 
often observed and deplored, and he was 
DOW delighted to see it had given place to 
joy-beaming eyes, and a countenance rosy 
and blushing as the glowing sunset. 

VOL. I. G Happiness 
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Htppiness had indeed fixed its abode 
in her heart, or rather, to speak. more 
truly« had vmted tbat heart in all its ple- 
nitude, to make her feel more deeply, in 
after times, all the darkness ot deprivation« 
Whatever Fate reserved in store for her» 
the effect was, for the present moment, 
to develop all her charins; and Blandie 
replied to the poet's warm oongratulations 
on her heauty, in a tumult of grajü&d 
fieieling» to each of whicb, separately, she 
would have found it difficult to assign its 
just Proportion of weight 

*^ Why, that is indeed my little Blanche T 
eried Aimar de Chastelar ; ** I npw know 
my own girl. I always told Rose to be 
wäre of your natiye charms, if you onoe 
oast aslde that pensive air which» pardon 
me» originated in your not de^oting suf* 
fiduent time to the.divertisements of mu- 
sie or the muse. I now see that Roae 
rnust. have well Gured you of your heresy» 
and . shall bring ycm the ,* Coinf^te Trea- 

sury 
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suiy of Farnassüs' tU6 ncfit iime I come» 
to Gomplete the reFcmnation/'' 

*^ It is iti vairi/iittcle, you bid me be 
wäre of Blänche*s tsbarfbs and grabesj*^ said 
Rose, answering for her sister^ for sbe pi- 
tied her confusion; ^'if Blanche had a 
hündred Untier tnore thati she possesses, it 
wönld only make me tbe happier, I so 
love her.** 

*• A hundred times more, pretty mi- 
men ! and who told you that was possi* 
ble?" said the poet/ playfuUy takibg up 
tfae golden rings of Rose's bair, and kindly 
stroking her head.^^*' By my föitb, fitter, 
are ye botb to sparkle at tbe cburts of 
France, or of Loitaine, than to be mewed 
in this oWure Valley T 

** They are satisfied with their lot, bro- 
ther," interposed tbe sire de Chastebr» 
** and it boots not trying, by vain dis- 
oourse, to make them discontented. Lit- 
tie have you gained by your following 
the great.'* 

" Little have I gained ! Now, by my 

G 2 minstrel 
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minstrel faith, but that it were betraying 
my superiors, and i^ndering myself un- 
worthy of trust, I could teil you such a 
tale of the cause of my present joumey 
into Lorraine " 

Kose stole a couscious look at Blanche, 
and made her a sign to be silent, certain 
that, in that case, their uncle would 
speedily communicate his secret. 

" Nay, brother, I häd flattered myself 
that we might have some share in your 
journey,'' resumed the sire de Chastelar 
good-humouredly ; ** it is now longer than 
you have been wont to be absent from us." 

** It is true,*' returned the bard, " and 
the care beute sehe never received a more 
affectionate heart than mine ; but business 
— ^business, brother, has long kept me 
from the spot where I have treasüred up 
my heart ; and the queen mother— blessed 
be the name of her majesty ! — has a just 
value for the muse, and knows that the 
men she favours are often also the most 
astut^ in matters of war and policy." 

" Then, 
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** Then, brother, she knows more tban 
iDost folks. But how long is it sinoe your 
poetship has turned politician ?** 

*' I Said not that I had become a politi- 
cian, but lumply that I was not disquali- 
fied to be one. My genius is now free 
and unfettered, for I am no longer in the 
Service öf the countess of St. Remey.** 

** No longer in her service !** 

" No ; the queen mother begged me of 
her at the Conference of Saint Brix, it 
being the policy of that discerning prin- 
cess to secure to herseif the Cooperation of 
all the talents, and all the wisdom, of 
which the nation can make böasU^ 

** And to seduce the servant from his 
master, the soldier from his Standard, and 
the poet from his patroness, by her lures 
and her largesses — ^is it not so, brother? 
and you have exchanged a chain of röses 
for a chain of gold! give you joy — ^give 
you joy ! But prithee teil us next, with 
what commission of dark and crooked po- 

g3 Ucy 
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licy Im Cathaitie de Medids dispatdied 
you to Lorraine ?'' 

'' I teil you, brother, with none. Is it 
not. Strange thAt tbe world will buckle on 
niy poor «boulders the dignity of confi- 
dant of a queen wbo oonfides in none ? or 
if she didy sooner would I di&-*«— In 
Short, my mission stops not at Lorraine, 
but obliges me to prooeed as far as tbe 
Hartz country in Gennany.** 

The poet paused, in hopes of being 
more closely questioned, and tbe a^ de 
ChaBtelar was greatly determined not to 
gratify him.~-'^ I doubt, Aimar,^ at length 
he Said, with apparent aimpliciiy, ^Mt is 
tö collect for her majesty, whoae fine taste 
equals. her otbärr virtuell some spocuauns 
of those Troubadour! of the North» the 
German Minnesingers?^' 

**. Frithee spare thy conjectures, if tiicm 
canst conjectnre Qothing more to the pur- 
pose," retamed the poet .peevishly; f tfaoii 
ahalt get no gratiflcation of thy outrageous 
curiosity from me. But thus much I 

think 



think I tDay eafely de, witbouC cbmiMt^ 
ting tny (ötnptoyewi. I will sbew thee tb* 
indiirtdctal who fd tfae bbject atid end of 
my preöfertt jöumey.** 

Sayit)g this, the poet took frotn his vest 
a pöt*tra[it, ' cärefuUy wrapped up, and put> 
ting It iä bis bt^othör's band, cöntinued— ^ 
'* Libdk, Raoüt, wbat would you predi- 
cate of that cöuntenance ?"* 

Chastelär gazed ön the miniäture — ^took 
it üp-^kitf it doWn-rreturäl^d to i(>^-and 
aeeAed at once atträbted atid r^^elled 1>y 
soiiii3 sont of indefscribäble fkscination.-— 
•* Nay, by my faith," 6aid be ät last, " so 
matiyttt^eM'äte written in that töuntenftnce, 
6oQi6 in 8d fair, some in so mysterious a 
chaltädbet; tbat to decipher tbeir hidden 
xneaning surpalssea tny poor ftkill.** > > 

^ I must ^11 in the' assiMance of tbe 
gifte i;hety,'''resumed tHe poet; *• and truly 
tfae^ liheament» are such aa maidena mis«« 
like not to look upon." 

Rote waa Üie first that obeyed herun- 
ck^sGolI; and leaning over his Shoulder» 

6 4 bebeld 
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beheld an imäge such as fimcjr, in her 
most romantic dreams, had never pio- 
tured; it was the portrait of a young 
man, in the military habit of a Comman- 
der of GeriAan reiters : his mantle was of 
rieh velvet, and the band falling from his 
neck in the guise of ermine, gave him the 
appearance of a proud and poweifiil ba- 
ron ; bis attitude was at once gracefiil and 
meditative ; he seemed absorbed either in 
reflection or grief— perhaps in both, for on 
his fine intellectuai forehead genius, min^ 
gled with an expression of the profound- 
est melancholy, sat enthroned, and in bis 
deep and thoughtfül eye the stormier pas- 
sions with softer thoughts seekned Uended ; 
his jet black hair curled into his neck in 
raven ringlets ; and his features, in every 
line and turn, seemed moulded by the 
band of loye itself, so that imagination 
cduld add nothing to their exquisite and 
expressive beaqty. 

-Rose gazed on the portrait asifattract- 
ed by some invisible power, tili her eyes 

became 
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became dim with tears» and her breast 
beaved with involuntary sighs. It seemed 
^x> ha* a countenance that sbe had not be» 
iield for the first time, but rather that it 
reminded her of söme preconceived idea 
of perfection. 

*' Come, give a guess/' said the min- 
strel, ** to whom those mysteribus features 
belongr 

" Nay," replied Chastelar, *' I know not 
the favour of many of the German 
prinoes ; fi>r the elector palatine it is too 
young — it cannot surely be prince Casi«- 
mir?'* 

** Prince it is none, though it be the 
resemblance of a man far richer and more 
powerful than many Grerman princes. 
What you see is the likeness of Conrad» 
faaron of Rammeisberg, more commonly 
known by the name of Conrad the Won* 

DBRFÜL, THE BlaCK BaBON." 

•* Conrad the Wonderftil!** repeated 
Rose, with a thriU of admiration and awe, 
for the titles Aimar had enumerated 

G 5 roused 



BQTOIwitfoa;; «:»ii4 |p iv:lwt^2w^ ^099 tbe 
h$iton of RawEQQdi^lierg owe tbi9 mo$% sio- 

^' Singular, but not upexae^ploiii^^^iw- 
many/' retumed tlie minstüej^ grpyely ; 
^<yehftve $11 fa^ai^ o£, IJ^iuy th^ Won- 
derful, lord of Grubenhs^gen. The title 
of the Black Baron was first given Uk \cffd 
Ccffiwd's fethj^r, .bftnSi Äudigeri^r^^^-ac- 
count of hi& cSlanpJeauoi)» or Dn tficottiA 
of spme str$n^ tbiog« h^' did ;. fpr iSiMf 
says tbey are an evU race ; but I belifive 
it not, for the young baron is indeed w^Mir 
derfal in 0v?iy thiqgr-W>i}de^ J» »ge- 
nitMii-rWOQdeüftil . In . pow^-^wonderftü » 
boauty — ? wonderfuj in. riehen vMdiJie 
^ispen^s with. tbe lib^raUly. nf ß. prbiee^ 
, . .^.Tt^ triie oaap for « po# to visit»** ob- 
sarved Raoul 4e Cliastelfu:. t . » ^1 

« A bettet rewoi» tl^iB hiftric)i$9» JblNr 
thsiv. is», tha( l<)|Ä:P«irad is pawjgiiately 
dßXDteä t<i .tl^ MiMe«» iiA4J».])ifDfie||;^oe 
•f the fint poQt« of <3«rnMtny. Jud^thoi 

how 



how muoh more aaceptift>le m a neff^t^ 
torwith'himnviU be a profebsor of the 
divine -tttj tlmb -a dry politi(äan'; and 
much skiU md cnntürig-wUl it take to 
üve into his soul» ind draw him to oor 
ade/ finr - neither ayarioe ^^an temjpty nor 
amMtion allure him." 

^ A noble character, by my faith f ' cried 
Baoal T ^ and urhich 10 th0 party in the 
rtäte^hat he noW aspoiises ?^ 

*' Hei»8 beco; even fron« his youtbf" 
Fesumed' the foet, ^ a zealoUi» reUgum^ 
nairt. Matry, the history öf lord C<m* 
r$A'wovM, ' if I had -leiinite and opporto- 
nity» foitikh' ont an edifying andprofifc^ 
at4e'rDftittiei&. Ten years, they say^ have 
waveely ran their touts^ sinee he waa of 
att tiie SaKon noblem tiieflcMm and pride. 
Bot Are nee of Bamtnelfib^ is said to 
faaire tome ^malignant foeing attached to it ; 
and^tfae yoüng banm retoraed from hunt^ 
ing ia the 'Hartz forette a woful man from 
frliat he entered them. That day the 
Ibhick Httntsman appeared to him in the 

G 6 forest» 
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forest, to warn him that the sun would 
descend in blood ; and ere the chase was 
over, lord Conrad*8 brother, a beautilul 
youthi was wounded unto deatb.'^ 

** That was a sad misfortune, good 
faith/' interposed Raoul ; " but not such 
as to blast the whole lifo of an active 
knight/* 

*' So Said . the world,'' observed Chaste* 
lar» ** after allowing a deoent time fi>r 
mouming; but lord C!onrad reoovered 
not the stroke, nor ever doflPed bis moum- 
ing habit.-^His fate in love was said.to be 
still more unblest — ^Thus it was I was. 
niade aoquainted with some parjticulars of 
bis calamities : at the time that the king^ 
brother, the duke d'Aleh90D, wearied 
out with the incessant insults of the isu* 
vourites, made bis escape from court, and 
joined the Hugonots, I was a poet well 
esteemed ; but mj poor brain being tum- 
ed with our peerless Marguerite*» who 

was 

* Maigaerite de Valois^ daaghter of Henry the Seoond 
«od Catherine de MediciSy and wife of Henry king of Na- 
▼arrt. 
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Ivas tnost strongly attached to her brother 
Alenpon, my love for that royal pearl led 
me to embraoe the quarrd of the duke ; 
and taklng oounsel of no man, I joined 
bis fiight, and thus for that time barred up 
all future chance of advancement for my- 
aelf at eourt. The duke, God wot, was not 
so grateful for this proof of attachment as. 
I could haVe wished, and was. pleimed to 
say that politics never throve when wo- 
men and poets meddled in th^ cause: 
howbeit» as I was anxious to be employed» 
he trusted me in a oertain mission to the 
prince of Cond^, unde of the king of 
Navarre, who was then in Germany, lery- 
ing troops for the Protestant cause. The 
prince received me not a whit more gm- 
ciously than the duke, which gave me 
oocasion to repeat a remark that has often 
forced itself upon my mind, touching the 
different manner in which we ordinary 
men rate our attachment to the great, and 
that in which they retum our love." 
^* Briefly, brother,** interposed Chaste- 

lar,. 



134 HENBY TOÜBTH OF 7BANCB* 

larV '^ you had, for the aakfe of the dcme de 
«aetf pendes^ a prinoess elevated b^yond lüi 
caleulfttion above you, ran your head intoa 
qattrrel in which yoa bad no manner of 
epncem, and like tbe dog in the iable» re- 

Bounoed * 

'* Even so/' interrapted'Aimar, wUo^ 
although a poet, for onoe did not retish a& 
iHusträtioQ : ^ the prihoe reodved some^ 
what cokUy my offers of Hfe and torvice» 
told me he was not then at leisure to at- 
tend to me, but seAt me ein to the baron 
of Bammelsberg, witfa A i^ecommendation 
that I shoold be ooüiteöasly entreated aa 
aretäiner to the good cause, nntil sudi 
time as fak highness himsdf shbuld be aUe 
to cofi'fer with the baron, ftom whose aa« 
i^stanoe he expeoted mach. The banb 
ef iKamiiiefeberg was then buntihg in tiie 
Hartss teountry, where he had a mi^ifioent 
chateau ; and there, i^er a toilsome and 
most nigged joumey, I first beheld GoMf«^ 
RAD THE WoQNrDBRFüL. He hlad seareely 
completed bis twentieth year, and was the 

finest 



HEKBY FOÜIKTH OV S'BANCE. 195 

fingst a«4 xo^t gallaot knight minei eyek 
ever beheld ; still his. che^k • had> tdready 
the palmess, and his eye tbe mdandboly, 
this picture represents. NeverthelesSi «t 
tb$/CM|le i?^ liMrtW we lived ae 

|i)$»9ai|4ily 0S pviiu^es^ iintil tb^ feal pxmo^ 
ftrnwd Lefli« by bis &tber« tbe inheritor 
i^4iiito«me.ricba3» tbe young.bawn of 
Rumspdsbevg^ wfao bad whoUy wUhdrawn 
Jintöelf tQ. solitude» .empfeyed those rioliet 
ia die «ttoooragement of men of sdenoe 
and literature, . 

.:^f A confiiience of fDöunlJin atjpeams 
foroaedA lake i» tbe pleasure-grounds of 
t^ Q96tle» CHi tfaie lake there were aeire^ 
»l.ialets; on. one C(f them be inhafaited a 
pKriUon, ntoated in tbe :midst of a delki- 
ona gvcnr^ ' lound wbieh was a niimber of 
leaa^ pavfl|an8, . ooduiHed. hy ieanied and 
iiiggnioiis moi^wbom the baroti, byhis 
Mttnifioenoe^ had ooUeoted jHoiind bhn. 
Ona^iofftbese^distttigaislied pavilionswas 
imniediatdy amgned to mcL The baron 

loyed 
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loved to have his poets and men of lettera 
about bim, like ** 

** Rablnts in a warren,'' muttered Chas- 
telar. 

^* Rather say, brother, like Satelliten 
round a planet. The number of these 
apartments» induding his own, amounted 
to twelve, answeringto the twelve signs of 
the Zodiae, and being made of a peculi* 
ariy fine yellow marble, they shone with a 
burnished brightness when Fhoebus dart* 
ed through the grove his golden rays. I 
was wont therefqre pleasantly to teroi this 
our poetical establishment the Falaoe of 
the Sun, and the apartment particularly 
allotted to myself, Sagittarius, from whenoe 
I dispensed . the shafts of wit and poesy. 
Here lord Conrad beguiled many an hour, 
discussing questions of divine philoaophy : 
these our learned recrieations were again 
diversified by the pl^sures of music, the 
banquet, and the chase. Oh» moments 
worthy of the immortal gods ! are ye doom- 
ed never to return ?'* 

Here 
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Heire Aimar paused, deligbted. None 
possessed in greater perfeotion than our 
poet that sort of eloquence which»under the 
Teil of kind acknowledgment, oonceals a 
boast. Notwithstanding the numerous 
complaints of forgetfulnessand ingzatitude» 
there is oneinstanceat least in which the 
expression of gratitude is rather exagge- 
rated than repressed. It is in the descrip- 
tions given by travellers of the caresses 
bestowed on them by the great, and the 
attentions of the inhabitants of a foreign 
oountry. .To appear happy seems still moie 
the object of mankind than to he so ; and to 
this prindple we may refer mapy rapturous 
details, and tender renainiseences of scenes 
and persons, which, when present, exdted 
perhaps bat a moderate degree of interest 

*' But to retum, brother," said Chaste- 
lar, who without exactly reasoning thus^ 
listened to the poet*s tale with some de- 
gree of incredulity. 

•• Rightly you bid me retum,* themin- 
strel Said : '* fancy had wandered into a 

delicious 
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d^douä mme ; wj. liiougfats röved fiom 
subjeot to subject^lijcea bkd^ hdppmg^fiom 
brandi to bninch, and had just aliglited 
upon a goldbn one» laden trith fruit ofra- 
bies aad emeralds« But tb reisume tfae 
threadxif tdy narraiiV^« , 

^* Witfa lord Conrad there were hours 
when poetry could not sooth, nor pfailiv 
«^hy deiight bim : tben would bö 
d«r«r ftom our sodety. and sedude 
aelf in tbe darkeit gröve^j' ^sotnetimes alm 
he would Visit aloiie tbe'Diataond Falaöe/' 

^'Tbe Diamond Falacei" exclaimed 
Rose, qoite dazzlcfd by tfae minstrers 

" Such was the name,'' resumed Chas« 
tditr -^ of dne ^f the numerous pleasure* 
housds wltfa whidi the Islands of the lake 
wme'i^tudded^» nörwas it called so from 
tiie! predoos gems of: rare antiquity with 
which it wJas adorned— -tbe painüngs fröni 
Italy — the statues of /alabaster, and tfae 
banginjjs of gdd and silvar tissue wfaich 
sfaone beneath the stäny lanips like veiy 

diamonds— 
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(fiamoii4s-Mto« lifc owed its name to an- 
other eausej In a casket» witbin a straog 
doset in that palaoe, JordConiad kept his 
jeweU»^ t)ie feiest diamon^s in .tbe empire; 
and tbfise wene destined to>be posaessed by 
ber vfho sbould prove te^be bis lady-love. 
Butyoabis l htd Conrad bad lost ; tbe lady 
of bis love^ dnd vovr ed sbe should xi^ver 
be. wplaoed. by ray otben and be bad 
ahffouded in diurkness . tbe gems that ind 
been onoe a gift to her, and bad said tbat 
in tbe palace tfaey sfaonM remain tinap- 
{Nrqpriated for ever. But grief does not 
alwayS'last; tbe Yows of men are fraiL 
Sbould yoQ^ ndt Ufa» to posseiß tbose prioe^ 
kss diamonds» Boae?" 

^ Nob on my trtith^" ana wered tbe guäe- 
lessdamsel ; ? but I sbonld like, unknown^ 
uoseen: myseli^ to bear aiid see this woii- 
deiDUS. lord of Rammeisberg.'' 

*' A giorioos oboloe,** answered iCbäste- 
1er, ^ mid one tbat^ may yet be gratified. 
There i» a cbord in Ibrd Conrad's bosom 
yet to be tbucbed. Formerly indeed wo- 

men 
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men were exduded from this paradke ; 
and the ladies to whom his unsocial me- 
lancholy did this wrong, revenged them- 
selves aecording to their wont; and, in 
consideration of bis wealth, bis lake pa- 
laoes, and his partial loneliness, were wont 
merrily to style bim the Monk of the Isles 
of Gold» a stränge title, and long unappro- 
priated, altbough once familiär in men*s 
minds as belonging to the fntbful chro- 
inicler of the romantic Troubadours. 

^* I now come to the arrival of the prinoe 
of Cond^. When this priitce had öpened 
to the baron the objeot of > bis mission, I 
wöuld you had witnessed the change— the 
sudden ligbting up of lord Conrad's mind : 
fae described to him his heroic nephew, 
Henry, of Navarre; plaoed almost from 
infancy at the head of a suffering and per- 
secuted party, the hope of the brave, the 
delight of the peasant — afterwards as the 
gay, the gallant, the loyal cbevalier--as 
preserving his truth untamished in a oourt 
where all was &lsehood— *his feeling beart 

amid 
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amid massacres and blood— «as forming 
himself upon the model of Bayard, 
whose memory he revered, and as worthy 
idone, by his virtues and singleness of 
heart, to be aooounted the successor of the 
peerle$s chevalier. Lord Conrad acknow- 
ledged in tbts portrait the brother of his 
heart ; but when the prince explained to 
him his further views — when he painted 
the grieved and distressed Hugonots, as 
driven by persecution to assert their rights 
by force of arms — when he pointed out 
the dawn of liberty and liberal opinions 
that were arising from the bosom of tyran- 
ny» and the harvest of glory a stranger 
might reap by assisting in the struggle for 
freedom in a foreignland, the spiritof lord 
Conrad seemed to expand and dilate itself 
with the subjeet — to have at length found 
a sphere worthy of its action. 

" His eye, now turned upon us-^^-now 
thpughtfuUy bent upon the ground, seem- 
ed to say — * Awake, soul of Conrad ! too 
long hast thou. been wasted upon gauds« 
In thy native country thou hast drained 

the 
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the cup of miseiy to the dregs *, but hope 
beckons thee to acquire, on ; a foreign 
sfaore, the glory ihat has here been denied ! 
Tliy liebes are not valueless sitioe tbey 
can relieve tbe oppressed ; tby youth, tfay 
wordi, thy yalour, shall not perish wtthoat 
ajrecord that thou hast lived !' 

** From that moment there was an end 
of our pleasant pastioiesintbelsles of Gold, 
our moonlight welks, and morning dts- 
oourses; the new works of bis poets no 
kmger excited lord Conrad*s curiosity, nor 
cottld the disputes of bis learned men 
a waken bis solicitude. But bow m ueb more 
glorious were tbe pursuits by whieb these 
were replaced ! 

*• This young nobleman, accustomed, 
until now, to a life of pleasure or oJf ease, 
spent every moment in imiring bimself to 
the bardships of tbe field. Tbe earth was 
bis couch — ^his dietwas of tbe simplest 
kind— and tbe incessant attention he gave 
to bis military studies and exerdses, made 
bim grudge even the necessary time de^ 
voted to sleep. Our establishment an the 

lake 
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lake was broken up, and the Castle tians.- 
formed into a camp; bis vassals) were 
drawn from all sides to be traihed • in tbe 
exercises of war. 

. ^* At length the day arrived when the 
baron^'With the flowerpf bis cfaosenband, 
waited on the ^ector palatine. '• Never 
shall I forget the chivalrous, tbe prioosijr 
gracewith whidi lord Conrad made- tbe 
tender of bis Services to tbe elector pal»* 
tine, and placed himself and bis troöps un'* 
der tbe commaod of prince John Casimir. 
All eyes were fixed on the reiter baron; 
bis gfdlant deportment» bis exquiute 
mien^ were the theme of every.tongtie. 

** Accompanied by tbe prince of Condä, 
wbo, on bis first taking refuge in Germa« 
ny, had been dedared generalissuino of 
tbe. Protestant troopsin France, we pusb- 
ed on for the frontiers. Meantime I, like 
tbe poet Tyrtasus, forsook tbe elegiac 
muse, to antmate tbe advandng troops 
witb songs of.battle. 

By tbe junction of the prince of 

Condä, 



u 
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C<Hid^ with the duke d'AleD9on and the 
king of Navarre, the Protestant army 
amounted to fifty thousand men. When 
the king of Navarre and the baron Ram- 
melsberg met» the baron more particularly 
tendered hiä homage to kirn. It was near 
Tours that the first essay of our arms was 
made. The baron distinguished himselF in 
several skiraiishes by a brilliant and ro- 
mantie valoiir, a oourage that borrowed 
from his formerly poetie character a cer- 
tain tinge of the ideal and the heroic, 
which cast arouhd his freshly-gathered 
laureis a light that played with unexpected 
and lambent glory. 

** In one of these affairs it was his fortune 
to preserve, with imminent danger to his 
own person, the life of the young king 
of Navarre. When the king thanked 
him, with that effusion of feeling which 
makes all his favours and words so pre« 
cious, for having thus preserved his days 
at the hazard of his own life» the baron re- 
plied, with a sudden return of bittemess 

of 
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of spirit — * My life! would to Heaven, 
great prince, I had any thing less worth- 
less to offer you T 

" Our triumphs were of short duration. 
Queen Catherine (far be it from me to 
speak disrespectfully of her majesty), thus 
tbceatened by an army whose very num- 
bers gave it a right to expect easy victory, 
exerted that consummate prudence, which 
malignant persons have denominated art ; 
and her well-directed efforts terminated in 
the famous * Petice ofMonsieur^^ so called 
because monsieur the duke d'Alen9on was 
was more benefited by it than any other 
of the allied princes. He obtained a large 
appanage, and several other advantages for 
himself, a sum of money and jewels for 
prince Casimir, and the govemment of 
Picardy, with the power of withdrawing 
into the town of Peronne for the prince of 
Condä p but nothing was done for the 
king of Navarre, which gave the Saxon 
baron the opportunity of exhibiting the 
' VOL. I. . H particulac 
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partiealar proof of his affection to him 
whioh I.am «bout to relate. 

^' At partingi the king of Navarre, in 
aekDowJedgment of the signal aervice of 
lord Conrad» would not suffer him to re- 
peat the customary bomage ; but leaping 
from his horse, held him for some mo^ 
ments in a soldier's strict embrace. 

' Keep a good heart» great air !' coed 
baron Conrad« ' Though sndd^i peaea 
now blights our promised laureis, tbe day 
may come wha» tbe entrance of the Ger- 
mans into France may terminate in more 
tlmn empty pageant. Mean whU^ sinoe 
vre cannot» as we wisb, aasist the cause 
with steel, aoeept, great prince, the meaner 
affering of gold^— g<dd whioh can never 
afford its master such satisfaction as when 
employed in the promotion ofthe cause of 
truth and liberty.' 

** W^th thati they say, lord Conrad pre- 
sented^ and foreed the king of Navarre to 
accept such a subsidy as neyer was ob^ 
tained froqi the greatest princes of .the em- 

pire; 
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ßil* V and tlie prittöfe öf Cohdö, rernember- 
iiifg hita of the stränge title the bäroti bore 
in Geitnäny, witfa a löok somewhat en- 
vidus and disdsiinfUl, ob^erved-^' Noinar* 
vdi nefdietir, if we princes öf die »blöod 
äppeät bat b^ggas's in comparisön of this 
ridh ^xoti lörd ; but all men knbw the re- 
soüfce^of tbe lördConradare woNDERFUL ? 

** Cont^t to he great, lord Conrad re^ 
oondikd faimsetf to being ealumniated. 
Hife oonduct on the retreat formed a beau- 
tifur si^üel to all his fbrmer actions. 
Wyie not äfid disordäf reigned in the 
eätiip of piince Gsditnir^ the most rigorous 
didc^K»^ tr»s kept up among the reiters, 
commarideil^y the baronof Rammelsberg; 
and tbeir leader diffü$ed his ricbes with a 
orairifice^ce thiat made the desert, which 
war bad created^ blooiri again like the rose. 

** TKe yeafs tbat have elapsed since this 
smm^sidn öf th^ Ger man allies bave only 
matured lord Conrad'is i^ebl in the cause 
43tffyee#M:^e app»övetb6{>rineiple, but 
wbiild a htüe aUer itb applkatic^. Others 

H 21 and 
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and more illustrious sufferers than even tfae 
king of Navarre are fain at length ta call 
in foreign aid against domestic treachery« 
Oh, brother, there is one who rules, a ty- 
rant, although none confess bis power— 
tigere is one who lives a slave, although 
his brow be encirded with a royal dia- 
dem !" Here Aimar paused, sighed hea- 
vily, and seemed to think he had said too 
much beföre his youthful hearers ; bat \m 
last words had fallen unheeded upon the 
ear of Rose^ whose mind was absorbed in 
the oontemplation of the wondrous excel- 
lencies of the Black Baron. A deep ab- 
straction had seized upon her spirits— -such 
a*picture of rare, of disinterested worth» 
had never been presented to her mind be* 
fore — ^it was a picture fraught with dahger; 

Retired within their Chamber, the two 
fair daughters of the Valley enjoyed an in- 
terchange of the feelings that had agitated 
tbem during the day. 

The Communications of Blanche were 
indeed important, and she hastened to 

pour 
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pour into her sister^s bosom the hopee and 
prospects that so agreeably fiUed her own. 
Yes, it was triie, Henry loved her — had 
told her so — ^had demanded her plighted 
&ith in retum, and reeeived her promise 
to live anly for him. 

Rose loved her sister too sincerely to 
ieel the least intermixture of envy at her 
happiness ; yet, with her äecustomed play*^ 
fulness, oould not forbear rallying her on 
the length of time she had passed that 
evening in the eonverse of the Chevalier. 

^ Excuse m^" answered Blanche, ** I was 
part. of the time at the cottage of his fa* 
vourites^ Jeannette and Eustache." 

^ Oh, I read you now ! To visit those 
poor old people, is only another way of 
being with Henry. No doubt they wer0 
as^ usual eloquent in his praises, and, un«- 
suspected, you enjoyed- the delightful 
pleasureof pronouncing thatbelov^d name 
in retum— of hearing from other Ups of 
pursuits — his plans." 

^' And would you not, Rose, have ex- 

H 3 perienced 
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perienced a oniilar deli^t'tahtor iFlorefri 
tan thu« named 7^ 

^* Florestan ! trifler !-f-j)o. He to. wUom 
Rose suirenders up her heart mustnot 
be the second .figuce in any tiEiawis, honK« 
ever bright and glowing. Rather let meider 
scribe him as bmely, un^yproaebable^ deso- 
late» yet not inaccessiUe to tibe eonsda» 
ÜOBS of female love ; aß hapless himfid^ 
yet making othcars faappy ; mh, yet uot«- 
blest by rifibes^save as be distabut^^henii 
brave, but employiog his disinlteoMted 
sword» not in meroenary varfime» hat in 
defending the oauseof the of>ptress6d.; ii| 
Short •* 

'' Such as oiir uncle painta.lord Conrad," 
interrupted Blanche, rallyk^ in her twa^ 
*^ and sudi afi perhaps has 210 existente Imt 
in his poetical Imagination. Oh, Üiat &tal 
picfcure ! Beware, Rose, of a dekision tat 
greater than mine ; although I ann wiUing 
to acknowledg)9 my past &ars aad agonies, 
now that painful doubt is dianged into 
blissful certainty. How often have I 

dreaded 
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divaded thäk even in a sigh his name 
should escape me! — a vagae and ifidefi^ 
nite tecror, a sickening apprebensioin has 
c^pnssed me, that even as it passed my 
lips^ its owner too would fly: How oflien 
has that presentiinent kept me silent, when 
otherwise I would have spoken 6( bim ! 
At otlmr timeS)tbe fear that I wasdeeeiving 
m3in5elf, tfaat he did not traly love me, has 
sh0fc iike an ieeboit to my soul ; then have 
Ithou^t that a day w^id come, and 
tkat not distant, when Henry would de- 
p«rt-^WOQUl ibrget the Glass Valley, and 
all its inhabitants ; and thaX thought, Iike 
tlie fabied vaoipyre^^ has fastened and 
broodttd upon my heavt, w though it drew 
the life-blood from it ; and I have said, 
rniiUUy seid, that it counterbalanced the 
felicity I enjoyed with him. But no more 
doubts for me ; rgoice with me, my sister, 
Hemy's faeart is as pure as that gentle, 
that noble countenance; and my father 
himself knows and approves his love, and 
knows 1 believe the secret causes tfaat 

H 4 must 
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tnuat still in some sort wrap it in tfae veil 
of caution and mystery. He has also re^ 
ceived some secret communication from 
Florestan, and has täxed me, as your most 
dearly-loved ''ad viser, to learn ftom you 
how far your heart is disposed to approve 
his suit/' 

** Ha ! to engage my father !" exclaimed 
Rose, whom her new prepossdession pre» 
pared to view every proceeding of Flcares» 
tan's with a jaundiced eye— ^^* I shall never 
approve his suit ; nor was it well- of him to 
arm authörity against me before he had 
consulted my heart," 

This was the only reply Blanche conid 
obtain, and when conünunieated in the 
sequel to Florestan, was certainly so cold 
as to'shake any but the most persevering 
constancy, which did not appear the pecu- 
liar characteristic of the Chevalier. While 
Blanche at length sunk to sleep, indulging 
in the innocent exultation of her heart re-: 
specting Henry, and the wonderful image 
of the lord Conrad, at once so dark, so 

bright, 
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bright, flitted around Rose's less tranquil 
pillow, the poet was listening, with a 
Gountenance of varying import» to the sire 
de Chastelar's aceount of the introduction 
of the two distingüished strangers into 
the Valley. 

A Strange tale this, HaouV eried he, 

that twb young warlike knights should 
voluntarily take upon themselves the life of 
GerUiüumme Verriers — a life which ■ ■ ' * 

" Hold you there, brother ! not a word 
against the Gentühomme Verners-^ihe 
first gentlemen in France need not disdain 
them.'* 

'^ I speak not against them," resumed 
Aimar de Chastelar, '* it is against these 
young errant knights that I would warn 
you : you/brother, bave led so long a life 
of innocenoe and seclusion, that you are 
no match for the artifioes with which the 
World abounds." 

This was an inauäpidous commence- 
ment. There was nothing on which the 
sire de Chastelar prided himself so mueb, 

H 5 ^e^ 
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a$ on bis pen0tFiit4<3n. aiad^ kn^^ledge. ^ 
the World; Though IcHig a recluse, hi^ hudr 
once known courts aad oaii^ps^ aocl.wciuld^ 
have wisfaed others alwaya to. rftmeiobeD 
that it was. so. This feefing rendäred» 
Aimar de Chastelar's double preteBsiofia 
to superiority, both aSi a.stateamait and a 
poeti parti^larly. irksorn?' to bim ; and; 
sinoesely ashe lovedtbi» bpy^tiiaD H w»s often 
as nmcb as he could da tp, dufl^oiMe .bia 
impatienoe. 3ut i^w» {o^jr^ßßom, known 
only to bis ojrai bießa?fe be.f^ tb«t te bad 
tb9 ady^ntage ov^ Aie^Qt ^,X}hwte\ßx; 
he therefore replied, with more coiq|^ 
cenoy tban u^u<tl-n*' I see^ bvotihieiv wjiicb 
way your su^icions^ poLbt'; but even su{k 
posing tbem to haVie bit.thQ mark» iaib so 
very extraordinary that t.wK> noble youAbs 
sbould wear. the:chaina of two snoblovely 
maidens .as my daughtecs ?V^ - . ' 

** Oh no, assuredly/' repSedithe poet^ 
GooUy. ^* Evfin aa. king Hem-y c^: Na- 
varre onoe assu^med a& pws»nite. garb: ttsi 
chase a pretty. ny mphi. or wM.tiansformddb 

into 
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into an luimble swain to pleaae the. fair 
Fleurette, thegacdener's beauteoaedaugb^ 
ter/' 

** Brothä*," qßioth the sire de Chastelar, 
^ I never questioned your skill in tfae 
eompositiaii af a baUad or a immdelay 
--^6 like indulg^nce I crave touch«» 
ing the brioghig up of my daughters. 
Wbere in this Valley should L find 
tiheir fitting mate? Can I expect they 
will be demanded in marriage by embassy^, 
like the daughters bf Lorraine? I bless 
Prövidenoe tbal bas oonducted hitber two 
young knights, wortby and willing to win 
tbem by birtb. and servk» ; besides^ ai^ 
though perchance I wink at tbeir noman^ 
tic bamour,. I am neitber igriojraiit nor 
blind. Sappose I told you that I knew 
the young Florestan to be the son of an 
andentt oomrade'' 

** And tfae otfaer-^Mäie othei^?' asked 
Chastfilac, significantly, '* know yonitc^^^ 
^onheis?" 

^' I know as far as he bas been pleased 

H 6 to 
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to communicate ; and of thus much I anti 
certain-^that he is not' unwortfary of as- 
piring to the hand of Blanche." / ; 

There was a look oif gravity, mixed 
with a certain degree of irony, in ' the 
countamnce of the sire de Ghastelar» whieh 
baffled the poet's penetration, and left him 
in doubt whether his brother, in assuming 
this Very high tone, were indeed bantering 
or not ; and to oonfess the truth, the sire 
de Chastelar feit no little pl^asure in bis 
more worldly brother's perplexity. 

Observing he had silenced him, Chaste- 
lar eoatinued — " Should the.star ofBlanche 
point to high destinies, I haVe np right ta 
cross its influence.'' . ' 

" How } did I hear you well ?" inter- 
posed Aimar ; *' a father no right in the 
disposal of his ehild ?" 

The sire de Chastelar feit, in his.türn, 
that he had said too much, and left the 
discburse ta his brother, /who,: howerer, 
much to his surprise and satis&ction^ iiv 
atead of pressing hih> further on the sab- 

ject^ 
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ject, seemed rather indined to apolc^ize 
for his attempted interference.-^*' In good 
fidtb, brother/' he said, ** I expressed my* 
seif with unwonted haste ; inasmucb as 
my spieen was raised against those two 
gallants, lest they might forestall me, arid 
traverse a plan I have in contemplation 
for my little Rosebud, which may wboUy 
change the eolour of her destiny, and raise 
her higher than even your sanguine wishes 
ever pointed. Rose de Chastelar has ta- 
lents, and it is my fault if they have not 
reeeived due cultivation. With wit and 
beauty, a woman in these times may rule 
the World. But of this» more arion. As 
my plan is interwoven with the best in- 
terests of the state^ it may be necessary to 

premise " 

^* Why, brother,*' interrupted the sire 
de Chastelar, impatiently, ** the genius of 
Italian intrigue has surely bitten you in 
the shape of a Freneh-Italian queen.-^ 
Think you such plans can suit my pretty 
Rose ? At all events, whatever they be, 

I crave 
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I ci9ve a trace ; fw by my httUdom» you 
have sa bewildered xny poor brain witb 
your tales of wonderful warricm atid rei«* 
ter barons, that mine eyes and ear& feel a 
wonderßil desire of resi*^ 



CHAP. 
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.. For often in the partiDg houc 
Victor iou^ Lovq ajsißerts bis power 

O'er coldness and disdain : 
And bard must be her heart can view 
To battle march a lover true^ 
And hear perhaps bis last adieu^ 

Nor own ber sbare ofpain. Marmion. 

It should'Seem as if in all affäirs in whicb 
human happiness^ is concerned, there was 
a certain point, and that beyond this stated 
bound^ earot and misery commeneedl This 
foiiA in the life of each indßviduaFappears 
to be the raoment* in which a sentitnent 
of happiness transports the mind so fkr 
beyond its usual equanimity, as to banisfar 
f5roHi meraory the peecarious tenure of all 
earthly Wessings, anci the heart is betray- 
ed into an^ imprudent^ exultation in the 

certainty 
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certunty and permanence of felicity. If 
ever we might feel indined to acquiesce 
in the local superstition that forbids boast- 
ful praises, unaccompanied by a blessing 
and prayer for the oontinuance of good, it 
would be on such occasions. 

How often is the blooming promise of 
love unaocountably Uighted ! Some an- 
gry relative, some offidous friend, or even 
some obtrasive stranger, may possess the 
power to break the golden link that binds 
two hearts for ever. 

With our heroine, Blanche de Chaste- 
lar, it seemed to be the arrival of her 
unde that suddenly overcast the scene* 
The evening before beheld her leaning 
on the arm of Henry, rejoicing in the 
smiles of nature, bat chiefiy rejoidng in 
the conscioiisness that nothing in all the 
animated scene before her was half so 
happy as her heart. 

The next morning^ instinctively, she 
bent her steps towards the same spot, and 
there eiicountered Henry again ; : but, oh l 

how 
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how different from the tender, impassion- 
ed, lovely, and gentle knight her fancy 
had pictured. him ! Watching and anx- 
iety had produced on his countenance thfe 
effect of illness, and bne who had seen 
him fbr the first time would haveacknow- 
ledged little of the distinguished graces of 
the far-celebrated Cadet le Perle. 

But to Blanche, thotigh his sufferings 
might excite inquietude in her mind, hisi 
ill looks could iiever strike her eye. In 
every -ehange, to her, he seemed alike the 
first of Dien. At first, indeed, her admi- 
ration might faave been the more speedily 
kindled by thät matchless naien, of ''pure 
and princely beauty;" but it was long 
since she had ceased to prefer that form 
and those features for any other reason 
than because they were his. To every 
other she was blind and indifferent, and 
even in Henry liimself no ehanjge of mind 
or person now could influence her, while 
that seif remained. Conscious that her 
thoughts had been dwelling on him. 

Blanche, 
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IQßandbe; on flceing Bfemy, stoctodtiack ä 
few paees and blusbed. He caugbt hoU 
of her band.«-— '* If you have not abjuFed 
sae/', be pasisoonately exckiiKied— ^' if tfae 
sigbt «tf nae 16 aidi: haiteful to you, ycm 
shall üKrf;, Blandie-— you shall not % mß 

*' Hatefiil r exoMised Blanche^ fdter» 
ii^ beftweeii ttfroi? and gne£y ^ mhtit tan 
j^mpt mdb a th(Migbt?«HHii wbal t$!ni^ 
sioce yeateeokiy» have ofl^ded you 7' 

"* Id ttp^iitf?" ffj^d H«ary, reaeMfidly : 
'^ Bbüiebe, if youc heart dk>es not dnsircr 
thttfc i|ms(i0ii» tbere i» no loöga* tay ay tti«i 
patiay between it and: mine." 

Ovefwlieltned by this crael antuatioii^ 
BlttCicbe sunk upon a ruatic seat and wq^t 
Henry ^pnoadhed her wiüi a soften^d 
akl Blanche opuld not be oomlbrted««^ 
*^ Ungeneroufi man !" she ciwd, " thtja 
ciajyelly to tcnrture a baort that letnt for all 
itB happinesa upon thee/' 

" Nay, I will believe you were not 
aware how deeply you wounded^ me^"; 

Henry. 



JEEeory resüiMßd ; ^^ yet mhat eould be 99 
gftU^ tQ t}ie .CQAii -«yho iutd treasiiradi uf 
his so\fl in J9U9 üS lo acie jiiou dart irom 
)m fii^ß witt^ tbe. jayovis animaftion 0f ex^. 
pwtei pletmre» as if each anstafit I faad 
cfetaiMKi yo^ bad t»n. a gifeiioos Itenl- 
dDu; and tbe moment yoa chosetodo 
80, Sknehey was t^t ki* wkich m^ beart, 
^oniaed tiy Mme ^esses>MA^ moniing 
hadwiwaled, Muglit te pour idl its löre, 
alt ka sorrovr» äit i|ts ^non at yoürr feet ?** 

Blanche wm sitent; fer- tbe ^ebetnent 
protegstaftienaaf .H^niy pkoed tbe past iii 
a n»m ^oont of view tqi* hert . WheR H^ny 
ipoke ai love, it seenod to^ i|er innooent 
heart synof ymouswitb happittt^tt } and tili 
be Ums attoded to it, ihe had not doubted 
he afaaied i» . tjtie seiene' ßsXLmty he bpd 
oommunicatttd ta h^tPseK 

^ YeS) Blanohe^" oentintied' JSenry, paa« 
sumately«*«-^ tornbyconfliet^iig empti^ns, 
i waaontfae point o£ t^lUng you tfaat the 
avowal of my love must be foUowed by 
our immodiale Bcparation,. and that ajcruel 

power. 
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power, a power that I oould not dispute, 
summoned me for an indefinite time from 
the adored precincts of the Gldss Valley. 
But you fled irom me; and while you 
were. rgoidng with the newly-arrived 
stranger, I spent a night of agony such as 
I never wish my worst enemy to endure." 

The grief of Blanche was now of a far 
deeper and more deadly nature than be^ 
fore ; but it did not, as before, exfaaust it^ 
seif in tearo. At the prospect of losing 
Henry, all his trifiing foibles, bis passion- 
ate errors, vani$hed from ber:view;. and 
wlnle contemplating this unimaginable 
evil, ßhe forgot that his presenoe had ever 
inflicted uppn her a iboment's pain. 

'' My gentlest love !'* exdaimed fleary, 
rqri^tant, and completely convinced of 
the injustice of 1Ü3 reproaches, by the un- 
affected anguish that overwhelmed her, 
'* can you forgive the undeserved pain my 
fatal temper has inflicted on the best of 

^' Can I forgive ?'* exclaimed Bkndie, 

looking 
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looking üp, and snüling through her tearsi 
— *' can I forgive? ob, Henry! and at 
such a liioment to lose you !"'■ ** To lose' 
you, when so restored meP she would 
have Said, for his transient displeasure had 
rendered his returning tenderness one of 
the. happiest moments of her life. 

Henry hung over her in speechless sor- 
row, and seemed, like herseif, to dread 
the moment of |)ronouncing farewell. — ' 
^* My ängel Blanche,'' he cried, " I leave 
you, but it is only for ä season ; I have 
plighted my solemn vows to thee ; and he 
oould expect no mercy in thiswoild, or 
in the next, who could harbour a thought 
of betraying thee. Nay, let me see thee 
smile ; again," he continued, in a lighter 
tone. " Sweet Blanche, loiig enough has 
love bent me down, a willing captive in 
thy sphere — ^it is time I reflected what I 
can accomplish towards elevating thee to 
mner 

Though these words contained a de- 
lightful and brillianl; prospect, there was 

something 
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sometliing in the töne of süperiority of 
which' Cad«t k Perie, in fah tenderest ihe** 
ments, oould never totally üvest hitnself^ 
thiEit grated on tfae deUcate feeBiigs and 
honesfcpride of Blanche; and these lately- 
recondled lovets migfaf faave been almost 
led into a seöond quarrel, if she had not 
obsenred this piide aeemed rather the re- 
sult öf oertain hlibitls^ long fostered, tiU 
they had beoome a seooiid'Bature, than of 
any deficienoy in respect er tendemess. 
She endeavoured to rally herself into some- 
tidng moie of firmness; and tlioügh it* 
may be stränge to assert it^ her efibrtis 
\rere the more suecea»ful, from observing 
how greata shate of thig sorrow seenied 
ta press upon Hemy'Ss manly beart : still 
he tried to smile away the gatheritig telffft 
thät» in spite of all •'her effbrtSi retumed 
to Blanche'^ eyes.— " N)ay, weep not, my 
fair/' be oricd; ^Mt is true» tfaat at the 
hour of parting the horizon seems to dme 
-^ense ddads low« all arotind m; but 
this^ is' not love's proper atiiiospbere**4t is 

a vapour 
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a vapour raiaed by tears ; soon will the 
clouds disperse ; Hope will be seen beck(in«> 
iDg in the distiant horisoD — her rainbow 
signal shines, and the sun of happiness 
will burst forth. Blanche, bdovedBlanche l 
this is no poet*s dream» The rainboWr 
ihat spans the hemens^ yet bends its arch 
to earth. Look up, dear giri^ and when 
yau seie ihatmgn^ let it say to your heut- 

^*-' I AM THE HAEBINGSE OF LIGHT AKD 
PEACE." , . 

Schily were the words fareathed^ and in 
almost inaudible sighs» as:h6 bent over hb 
weeping cbarge; yet Blanche'!» heait 
caught the sound; and she feit they in*- 
duded a solemn, • thougb mysterions 
pledge, whidi Henry one day. would re« 
deem. 

*' Yoiir father has already received my 
adieus," be resumed*^'* my tbanks I can 
ne ver adeq^ately retttrn ; but thus mucfa 
I can promise^ that he never sfaall bafve 
cause to repent the hoi^Dvtalily be has ex- 

tended 
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tended towards two strangers in the Glass 
VaUey/* 

He paused, unwilling further to pro- 
long the pang of parting, yet unable to 
tear himself from the object that an im- 
perious necessity comnianded bim to fore- 
go. At length the moment arrived ; the 
knight vaulted on bis gallant grey, pro- 
uounced a last benediction, with suf- 
fused eyes and trembling Ups, and in a 
few moments disappeared. 

Blanche watched his progress, tili horse 
and horseman were lost through the trees ; 
but he had not left her totally be'reft of 
oonsolation. Had she been told b^ore 
she met him, that the hour of parting was 
so near, Blanche would have supposed 
that days must intervene ere she could re- 
cover even the semblance of composure ; 
but Henry's last words, like a beanii from 
heaven, had wonderfuUy reassured and 
elevated her souL She possessed a ti'ea- 
sured hope, a secret precious source of 
consolation, she would not have exchanged 

for 
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for all the world could give ; and» fortified 
foy this assurance, was able to fulfil the 
duties that were still allotted to her with 
cheerfulness, a serene brow, and a resigned, 
if not a happy heart. 

When Blanche was next seen by her 
father, her countenance bore scarcely any 
trace of the vicissitudes of the morning. 
The minstrel was amusing bis two beloved 
nieces, by shewing them his travelling 
wardrobe, which consisted of various dis- 
guises, that he represented as eminently 
useful, in case of difficulties or surprise in 
any perilous undertaking. 

Rose was trying them all on in turn, 
and much delighted with masqü^^ding 
it — ^now in the habit of a pilgrjo), again in 
that of a Bohemian, and anon in that of a 
friar, though of what order she was un* 
able to determifie. 

" I have not shewn yoii my iavourite 
yef;'' said the niinstrel; and opening a 
little black velvet trank, hie irevealed to 
the astomshed eyes of Ros^ a dress evi- 

VOL. I. i dmüy 
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deRÜy intended fbr a youtb» and siieh a» 
mäght be wom on oeremonial occasioDS^ 
by a yonng Proy^^al aapiruit at the Flo- 
ral Games. It was of the darkest purpfe» 
richly embroidered in sUver, with foliage 
and devkes emUematic of the minstrel 
calling. A harp, maunted in silver, was 
laid aioDgside of the dress, and oompleted 
this characteiistic oostiane» 

The minstrel pressed Hose to reüre 
with Blanche» and try it on; but die» 
laughing» evaded his request Still she 
admired the dness greatly, thou^ she 
could not conceive for what use it was in- 
tended.—*'* Dear unele/' said she» '' is it 
not Strange you should cumber yoursdf 
wUh a disguise so useless ? for it requires 
no witch to tdl me that whlch would fit 
me well, caniH>t be of much avail to you." 

'' Suppose I had it made on parpose, at 
¥wM, to fit your shape?** said the »in- 
strd» with a signiifieant look. 

Rose coloured, but niade no re|dy. 

<* liaten tp meg Hose^ white I unfold 

my 



my plan to jok^*" saidb Cbastehov »idaüsl;f ^ 
*^ You know I.bave iditady appviaed you 
that' tbe lord Coniiad**«-*^" 

At Ulis natne öf tbe {uriBet o£ b^r drmiasi 
the crimsoii ^low redoubled upim Bose's 



Without «ppenring to notice her emo- 
tion» Ghastelffirpioc^eded—^' Tbe lord Coa* 
rad ha8 contiDued to spend bis tima at bis 
eastle,. abjuriDg, the sodety of your sex; 
yet mucb I miatake hioi, or bi& miiid is 
fiarmed to be mouMed by female influence. 
You, Rose^ can materiaUy assist our plans, 
and at tbe same tune perbaps raise your* 
seif to sueb a pinnacle of grandeur— ~" 
*' For meroy'S' sake, dear upcle ■ " 
** Have patimce-^hear me out. My 
^a&ia bofifly this ; — I hare instruct^ you 
hl every fbim. of poetry, £roin the pLeasant 
teD»m to tbe learned sonnet and tbe 
toucbii^ ramcmce. Locd Conrad, is an 
idolizer of mnsio and tbe. muse. ^ ywmg 
person Uke you^. w^lL skill^d in tbe exer^ 
be fenesy w^uld- auppty all tluit my 

i2 old 
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cid head wahts in tbe means of persua* 
siön. I would intrbduoe you as my ne- 
phew, a youth from tfae piain» of Pro- 
vence ; under tbe guise of this garb, you 
would both travel with more safety, and 
approach the secluded baron without dan- 
'ger or suspicion. And who knows/' con- 
duded the poet, with a significant look of 
encoaragement, " that lord Conrad's löve 
of minstrelsy may extend into love for 
the minstrel, when he throw« off his dis- 
guise, and you may have the glory» my 
girl, of drawing from his unsocial solitude 
the first spirit in the world ?** 

Rose was overwhelmed with confusion ; 
all sfae had heard of the Diamond Palace, 
the Palace of the Sun, and the Monk of 
the Isles of Gold, recurred to her diuszled 
Imagination ; she remembered the ardent 
desire she had experieneed, önly the night 
before, to behold this Conrad the Won- 
DERFUii ; and now it was proposed to her 
to be brought into his presence^--to wit- 
hess his splendour— *to enjoy his greatness 
' ^ —and. 
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— ^and, öh, far more. tempting <^?r ! {\m 
name and sex umuspectod,) to hear an4 
behold HiMSELF ! Her umk {HROndii^edrliy 
be her safeguard against dang^r ; and lißr 
meniory and her glass equally wfaispered 
to her, that all that appeared niost aap- 
guine aiid roinantie in the anticipations^ of 
the poet might not prove vain. - All §b^ 
bad wisfaed— all she had meditated, about 
the lord Ccmrad, brought a palpitation $p 
her beart and a blush to her cheek ; and 
the prospect of having so soon realised 
what she had contemplated as being ;be- 
jond tfae remotest chance of probability, 
struek her as a coincidence little short of 
miraculous. Bat the moreher enthusite- 
tic imagination set before her, in the most 
flattering colouris, the pieasure it wonld 
be tb apinroach bis wondrous virtues-^to 
\see, to btor him^— perhaps in tum to imc- 
<nte bis admiration and applause, the voMe 
her nattvie modesty of mind pointed: ^ont 
to her the extravagance of the plan . by 
.wbich the warm-^hearted« but wrong^headed 

I S poet 
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podt pMpoBed te aooMiipKsh ihis den- 
raUe end*, and a deddcd negative» ex# 
presMd in terms so stfocig m lather t6 
Ißflconoert her unele, 'was ghreii withoatt 
hesMation by Rose, to his eztreoidhiaiy 
proposal. 

To the arguments fae used to shake her 
resiölution, sbe was bappy to oppose th6 
additional mflaence of her ftther, wfao^ 
when informed of it, utterly vejeoted and 
ridicuied the idea.«-^^ Ko,** saod he^ ^ raj 
voiebuds inust be soiigbt» not fioroed opoil 
the notiee cf »ny man, howev«r great, in 
tbe guise of emmt danioysel, dotlied m 
the doabbt of a |>age, like some of tfae 
halhdfi, Ahnar, yon were uront to reheacse 
of yore.*' 

^ 1 think, brctther,'' said Aimar^ nefiüedt 
by iim double rejeetion, ^ yon i^gbt aL 
low my knowiedge ttf the woild and of 
ocMiiirts to weigh against your utter ignio- 
jranoe and seduaion, in ony xinesticMi toueb- 
|ag my niecefs bonour^*^! trust I am » 

jealoiBS <m tbat point as yomsd^ Uodor 

my 
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my vme nb Insult 4Bould jqpproach her. 
This is no common aim, noris it any covit 
lami dflhrenture.^ 

^ I bdieve so, AimlEar,^ retttmed the sire 
de Cfaastelar, oooUy; ^ and a$ I am by no 
rneana desirons my daughters ihould be 
dirtinguished fay uncommcn adventures, 
we will» with your good leave, let tbe 
matter drop/' 

^< And welcome, brodier, though, by so 
domg, you. perbaps lose a 6on-in*law." 

^ Periiaps I have fited on one aiready,'' 
- ^ Oh, farother, if that be the case int 
deed« I have nothing to reply." 

** Dear fiither,^ exclaimed Rose, impress«* 
ed with a new alarm» ^ do not, I beaeeeh 
you^ attribttte my fdusal to having be- 
ftowed my beart already^-^-I would not, 
fbr worlds, that you thought so ! No, I 
Jha¥e no other wisb» no otber desire on 
e«tb, than to remain witbih the precincts 
of tbe Glaas Valley, and to preserve tb? 
fireedotn and innocent Ubeity I haVe blr 

1 4 therto 
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tlierto. enjoyed to oontribute to your feli- 
dty." 

" A likely story !" said the sire de Cbas* 
telar, with a pateroal smile ; '^ no, no» my 
rosebud, I shall find your match without 
the assistanoe of the Wonderful Baron." 

^* Prithee, brother, harp no more upon 
that string/' exclaimed the minstrel, pee- 
vishly — for he perhaps began to perceive 
the absurdity of bis own plan, or perhaps 
was provoked that others had perceived 
it; " I can wend my way without the be- 
loved little pilgrim I had pictured to my- 
self for my companion. — Bless you, Rose, 
my girl ! and may the husband your father 
provides for you possess a tenth part of 
the merits of the wondrous being that ap- 
peared to me cut out by nature for your 
counterpart !*• 

With these words Aimar swallowed, 
with some ill-humour, the parting Irefresfa- 
ments that were provided for bim ; and 
ordering a youth that attended bim to 

dispose 



.\ji^\ 
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dispose his misoellaneous baggage upon a 
sumpter mule, took his solitaiy way to- 
nBvds the abode of the Black Baron. 
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of tbese two k>vely girls, that they should 
understand their relative positions, both 
i¥ith regard to him and to each other. 

Rose and Blanche were seated one on 
each side of bim. The sire de Chastelar 
appeared absorbed in pensive rather than 
gloomy meditation. His daughters held 
each a hand, on which they bent their 
•lovely brows, as if the effect of his me- 
lancholy had been contagious. 

Blanche was the first to be aroused irom 

this pensive reverie — it was by the well- 

known sounds of the chapel bell. She 

' raised her head-— looked with animation 

-towards the chapel— and seemed in mo- 

•tnentary expectation of some dearly-loved 

objecf s approaeh. Soon * recoUection dis- 

solved the spell — blushing, she started» 

sighed deeply» and raised her eyes to 

heaven. It was a beautifbl eveiiittg: ön 

' one side of the horizon the moon woee 

' ämid the $ky's parest azure^-on the/Otfaei*» 

• the beavens, wfaenoe the sun had just 3»- 

parted; were still tinted with athbusasid 

' . glo wing 



glowing and oonfiised, but loTely hues.— -^ 
** Embleiiis of past and present !"* tboug^t 
the sorrowing Blanche ; " yon full«^rbed 
moon reigns like the calm effulgenceof 
bope and joy-i— yon setting' sun doses like 
the night of disappointment and r^ret.'* 

The sire de Chastelar appeared not to 
»oüce her emotio», yrt ^.«019«.-. 
tent on diverting its course. — *' Hqw dif- 
ferent, on different minds/' he observed, 
'^ are the effects produoed by the tolling 
bell ! that sound was once the signal for 
a scene of which those who have survived 
its horrors preserve the reoollection on 
their seared hearts and burning bndn fot 
ever ! — Oh, St. Barthölemi ! day matchless 
atid unparalleled in the annals of blood 
and crime ! when will the hideous phan- 
itoms that your memory awakena leare 
him : who escaped you, mid who was yet 
: your victim» a moment of repos^ T* 

^ Y(m iescaped, and yet you were the 
victim of tbe massacre ! dear fath^r, höw 
GUI that be?" mü the anitdat^ Rose» 

whose 
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wfaow tnitid, Idn engrattsd fihiii tbat öf 
BUnolM by the past^ vw mon emly a« 
raused to cmhAty. 

^ I htve not awakened iaquiriet» my 
demr giris, witbout tiie inteatioii af stitis»- 
fying tbem»** said the me de Chastebr^ wli# 
dboM to rappode Ro0e and Blandhe cqual- 
\f d^iioas öf bearing bis atoiy« ** Tbe 
tinie is arrived for tbe «omBaanioatian I 
long have meditated; and Uns bomv tlrät 
4iiposes tbe nniid to «leditatioD» is tbe 
best smtcd to tbe 
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RAOUL WR GHA8¥£CA9. 
^TRS Mine Of CHA8TE3LAE li filT eVOT 

•omneeted wiäy tbe «f 08t tfagio pige in I2ie 
bistorj^ df Hbe tyrümy of love. The firte 
4if oHe of tbe mendbers ef oor tmhappy 
fMaily, mäy <^rate es a wamteg to üie 
y^tig^nd iitlpaasii^ned. 

•• My 
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^ My tnickr ^us tiiat dtnogvid kapless 
Cha8l)clAr^ wfao eKfnirted upim a »oftld 
liis nad passion fer m Soottish qMecai. A 
«cddkr kf pfofif ttion, and a pod 1^ ciioin^ 
Chastilnr Icoked to gloiy as tiie proper 
mpmtd <ii cne puriuit, and to heamty as 
Ümt of tha other. Hk y outli, hiB Takntt^ 
I1I9 £iie pevson, «od numeraus attain- 
menta^ att pnomiBed tum düünoHoB ip tke 
flaomiilg of bis cweer. He sbw br^t 
Mary in ^ ibe fionrfir and Bffoaaig ei har 
cfaarma, and a -veü saained. to ikfcend ba- 
twBeii him md jevwy otfacr <!)fa|att. CoU- 
sast» GoldnaaB ahme^ aiid tbe digoKy ba^ 
üfetmg a queao» mifßit yet hftvt pna^lfed 
Ins aenata sid bis 1^ ; but tha tondttct of 
.Maarjr wis. unataidy, and aha tbraw out 
iQ tiaa apthusiast bapas tbat lurßd bim an 
te dasteuction. Too lata fba paiai^yed 
her error--too .bte .aha msuroei tbe sMut 
jmty af Um qaeeab Unhappy : Ctoste- 
iüri iädixpijr Ibv cowaced tfay maoapny«^ 
fliabiter Im taisvaprasenled tky mathräs, 

)tet.lby kitmfiion irere ptm. 

" Aware 
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** Aware of the insidious whispers of 

malioe, Chastelar sougbt a private audienoe 

iof the queen. He was disoovered armed 

in his Gonoealment, and the queen, indig- 

nant, ordered him from her sight |Ie 

foUowed her when she withdrew from the 

Scottish capital, a reckless man, desperate^ 

and careless of Üfe, bent on his one object 

.of justification, determined to recover 

Mary's esteem, or die. When he pre- 

sented himself a second time before her, 

terror and ipdignation rendered Mary 

-cruel. Envy had represented his former 

-attempt as aimed at her honour and her 

life; she now thought that the mpment 

for severity was arrived. She summoned 

the ruthless Murray to her aid, and in her 

ägitatioh, oommanded him to plunge a 

dagger into the faitfaful heart that ahready 

•bled in every vein for her. 

*^ Murray disöbeyed the mandate, but 
it was only to reserve a gallaiit soldier for 
the Ungering horrors of 'a public and ig- 
nominious deatibi. The Ups of her he 

adored — 
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adored-^of her whose. smile had opened to 
him the gates of paradise, pronounced the 
fiat of his fate. Love and poetry deserted 
him not in the last moments of his life — 
alas ! I fear they had too much influenae 
with him even in those awful moments- — 
he died repeating the hymn which Ron- 
sard has composed upon death, and breath- 
ing a prayer for her who thus rewarded 
devötion so tender and true. . 

** The bent of mind of our unfortunate 
uncle seemed to be divided, by descent» 
between my brother and myself ; Aimar 
inherited bis imagination and poetic fire» 
but all the real force of p^ssion was con«- 
centrated in my breast. I carried the 
same ardour into the feelings of friend- 
ship, and devoted admiration of wbatso- 
ever was great and noble ; and it was thus 
I feit when (in consequence of private ob- 
ligations to him), after experiencing many 
' vicissitudes^ I chose the Service, of the ad- 
miral de CoUgny, 

^^ At this time the princes of the blood, 

the 
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tke Ckioes, tfae Monfcamrenoys, and edier 
diieb of great hocon; piqued themselTet 
lipon tbe numlier of adfatrents thety oonld 
«ttoeh to tfaemselTet, persoüft devoted txi 
their Muse» and prefisning thrär interefit 
even to that of tiie tbione. Youiig gen«* 
demeii of noUe houses #em prompt to 
enler iiito this dignified aerviee, whidi 
oftinied tbein opportunities of fonning 
their own mamners upon the mosteliining 
examples. Eaeh gentleman styled the 
iilnef he follMred his maater; but he fidt 
eimohled hy that serritude^-^onour Witt 
hia onty real sorenngiv and the hond of 
hia atteebffieitt to hia leadw tfae yiitues he 

admimd;* 

The fiife de Chastelar paused. Blandie 
Mtneoibdred diat the last time he faad 
apokM of this heroic apecaes of attachment 
it waa TU the piesenoe cf another and dear 
kuditoiv ivow Ar away ; ahe missed Hemy^a 
voice iii tfae oonveicsation^ discusaing the 
subject with him. The daughter gave a 

sigh 



4 

mf^ to tke mmnory of the abienjt» tbe fih 
tfaer to thst isf tbe^eacL 

Thß we ^ Chastebr reauioed*-^'' II 
"was at matisne yeanii and nfter havu^ 
passed ihraiigli tbe ^enimidf other »as- 
tere, I entered into that of admii^ de 
Coßgnj ; Imt tbe «oatparibsoM I was ttuia 
endbled to maike only Imraaaed tiie admU 
satson TTitii wliieh I ^mteraplated iura« 
Bat tfae 3Bare tbe iflMferioub Cidig^y ap« 
peared to me elevated by bis dbacaeter 
above the common standaid cf mankindi 
Ae gmeater was my surpiise aoad ehagrin 
to obserw Üat he was not hspff, that 
«me secpet afflictions presFed upon hin^ 
and pi^evented Ms enjojing the high finr« 
tone to which his tnetit and talents atike 
entitted faim. 

'^ As I soon distlngunhed myMif ffom. 
the other genclemen of his train, by the 
cixtraordinary eeal and plensoi« with wihadi 
I exeeoted his oommands» theadmind €cm«> 
deseended to notiee wfaat was pasiii^ in 
fny mind ; and one day that I had fised 

my 
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my eyes, with unoonscious eamestness, 
on his countenanoe, asked me, with good«^ 
humoured aflbbility, what it was aflSscted 
me 80, and what I saw there ? 

^ Emboldened by hi8 mmner, I replied 
— >-' I see, sir, the pillar of the Protestant 
State, the Mentor of his young sovereign» 
the renowned warrior and statesman, who 
oombines every quality that oonstitutes a 
man good and great } how then «an I choose 
but sigh further to observe, that even ^uch 
qualities cannot ensure hiin:hi^puie8&?' . 

^* Astonished at the extent of my own 
temerity, I waited, in ti^enibling appre* 
hension, the admiral's re]ply. The benig- 
nity of . his eye was not altered» nor the 
oomposure of his noble countenance 
changed, by the Observation he had in- 
B^ited ; a slight inflexion of the vdoe alone 
shewed that I hftd aroused painful tboughts^ 
while the venerable man replied*-^ It is 
natural for you to imagine that happiness 
must.attend the possession oT those objecfs 
.wbich füre pointed out a^ thq ultUna^e 

goai 
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goal of your ambitioh, bat you see only 
the surface of things ; I* have that mthm 
wbich would urge to some fatal catas» 
trophe a man whose mind was less mad^ 
up on the immutable justice of Prövi- 
dence. What do you say to ha virig, in 
iny public capäcity, the sword of Damo- 
eles hanging by a Single thread» and sus- 
pended perpetually over my devoted beac^ 
while, in private life, the dearest affdö* 
tions öf my heart, and even my wisbes 
for the eternal wel&re of those I most 
love, are crossed and contravened by the 
wickedness and perverseness of man T 

*^ I was so Struck with what I heard, 
and -SO abashed thus to have aroused all 
the latent sorrows of the admiral's breast, 
that I was totally unable to ask any ex^- 
planation of these unintelligible woids, 
had he not graciously added of himsel£^ 
' Yes, Chastelar, look at this white head, 
blanched in the service of my country-^ 
these hands, indürated by warfare and its 
honourable toils ; this is the head which a 

princely 
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prinoely enemy thirats to ky low, and to 
so3 my grey lod^ in the dust of a dislMK 
nouraUe graw; These are tbe hands tbat 
iie dares aocnse of baing embrued in tbe 
^lest of b3SL Gvimes» eveii in base and 
treacberous^-^-mitrder P 

^ As be pranounced thia kst word tbe 
CMintenanee of my venerable firiend be^ 
eame eonimlsedt bb lip quirered» and bis 
dim e3re, iigbted up for a moment with 
the fires of youtii, sbewed bow deeply tbe 
homor c£ sucb an accusation bad entered 
into bis soul. I sympathized witb bim 
too deeply to dace ta aak bim to be more 
ex[4icit ; but, after a moment's pause, be 
resomed--^* Tbe ptince wb% wherever be 
goes, tambbes my name witb tlM& fiml 
aceusatioOi bas bxig takeu an oath to bave 
a deep aCMi bloody vengeanee on my be»L 
God ia my witness bow mueh he wrangs 
me, bat it avaik not My enemy waits 
•biattme; subtle, vindictiv^ and deoeitful^ 
be will yet find a way to brkig the dag|- 
ger bome to* my beiHi>-^may it anive 

wben 



wben I can best be 9p«re€^ and I shaU 
ooDtentedly resign my weaoed ^udt !' 

*' The old man bawed h» head» and 
seeaaed to look to the terzninatioii; of bis 
enemjr's revenge with a sort o£ melanchdj 
joy. Perbaps^ the next sentence aooouuted 
fi)r it— *it toucbed npon the source of bis 
ftfivate soriows.«^' I have a daugbtec-— I 
sbould catber say> I had a daugbter,' be 
coirtiaued witb a sigh, * who ought to 
have been tfae consolation. of my age» my 
refuge wben the dark thoughts of a 
bligbted naaie and a violent end come 
(as tfaey often do) over my mind« and sba- 
do w it with gk)om ; but sfae is taken from 
me^-WTßsted by the insiddous arts of the 
yUest and most deoeitful of men^-^wreteh 
wtio scruples aot to rend the most sacred 
bü^nda that natofe forma asunder» while 
«bocDiwble bypocrisy puta the finisb to 
bis cruelty and baseness. The pooi:;» infa- 
tuated girl, bis victime fancies h i& a voice 
ffom beaven she bears, renounces father 
aad kifidred, fbr the «ake of her unworthy 

choice. 
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choice, and is supported in the oonfirn^ 
belief ofthe wisdom of her dedsion.' 

*' If I repented having drawa the ad- 
miral into a partial confession of the pub- 
lic cause of bis disquietude, I still more 
regretted surprising bim, in the passion 
of bis grief, into the disclosure of a feniily 
secret unmeet fbr the ear of a stranger. 
Many stories I had heard of persons be- 
Coming by chanoe possessors of the secrets 
of the great, and marked from that mcv- 
ment with the melancholy distinction of 
their fear and hatred ; and though the ha- 
bitual magnanimity of the noble De Co* 
ligny prevented any fear of bis acting to- 
wards me with injustice, I trembled tö 
tbink that the moment of bis spontaneous 
kindness was perhaps over, and that, 
benoeforward, he wouM look upon his 
deVoted Chastelar in the light of an artful 
^pyt or a.malignant censor. 

** My fears on tbis occasion were ill- 
grounded : the admiral resumed — * My 
Louise is an instance, amongst many, hdw 

the 
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the most amiable dispositions, when not 

under due regulatioi],.may contribute only 

to the inisery of those who posse^s them. 

Her piety led her into the snare that.now 

entangles her. Of a meek and serious dia- 

Position, books of devotion formed her fa- 

vourite study; but she leamed from them 

to entertain doubts of our right to separate 

from the corrupted church that held, so 

lately, undivided sway bver Europe ; and 

the result of her studies, seconded by the 

oonversations of an artful priest, intfoduced 

by a fatal chance to her intimacy, : was 

sfdetermination to return, as it is called^ 

to the:bosom of .the Holy Catholic Church. 

Though I wept at her resolution, I oppo- 

sed it only by argument. God forbid that 

I, a Champion of liberty of oonseience, 

should attempt to force that of my child ! 

but when the priest dared to teil me, that 

her conversion, as he impiouidy styled it, 

was only the beginning of a stronger and 

more dedded vocation ; when fae oameat 

length to the point, . the aim and object, I 

VOL. I. K doubt 
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dcmbt tlot, of all Ms aHifices, namely; that 
my liCoise shonld t^e the wil, and ins«' 
atow the fortuiie. I had faoped. to give hef 
m dowry fix some happy marriage» iipdn 
the ccmve&t to #faich. he belonged-«4faeD 
ii^eed the seSf^iossession whidi, in com'* 
mon oases, is my suppcnt, whöUy ^eserted 
nie ; and when the monster announoed« 
with tearless eyefl^ that he had atoiea fintfi 
tne t^ duty« the tuffisetfam of my.child^ 
had woh away to. the cauae of bigotry aod 
iuperstition her very soul, the.stn^eiraa 
too mach for . my boasted equanimity. I 
eeüoealed my conTulsed x^ountenaaice "vrith 
my hand^ 'fiKUittbe malicious triumph of 
fak penetrarihig glance^ and~-^' Tbis is too 
i^uel !^ hmtt in involuntary exolamation 
fttMti my cpfiressed and miserabte iieart. ,« 
. . / Sfae häs now spent some ti^lieiat4)be 
tenii^ent, tbat ifi ultimaitely to be her tooib. 
JL inontfa die gcmits to the prayera of her 
äffiiclsed &ther. ere she imm^ures. herseif 
forever, and.Iexpect:her. nofvir fröm day 
today; hut.samll eomfoct ha^ linatiaBa 

. in 
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in 6he piospect of tiie society of my onoe 
switet obeiBeDt Louise^ Ere she huaC hsft 
tte, mbtaken iseal and gloomy bigotry häd 
alta'ed her tiatare. JPorgetting tke {i«k 
pn»»pts of rdigidon, thät enjoitiA hdnönr 
t^ par^its above all tfaings^ and that de^ 
dares to obey is better than to sacnfioe, 
myidaugbter oould ihink heraelf innoeent» 
B^r, moMthmi innoeent; praMeworthy, in 
leaving me to soKtude, in order to foilow 
\xp tbe gloomy practices of an aseetie de- 
yotion. It is» you well know, the i&pirit 
of ottr reformed religion, to discoimtenance 
1^ immoralities of th^e times, and '»few 
ooOild boast ^ houdehold whcire inriooent 
cbeerfuiness was inore fitly min^ed With 
booomiiig gravity than mine. Bat Louite 
t«Anied &om.the:60ünd of musie and tbe 
danoe as akifu^ condemned the coiivers»* 
tion and assemblage of frienäs tf pon tbe 
mosit innoeent coea^ions, und in ^ort, 
preved faerself a eomplete eonVert to tbose 
outrageons dev^tees, who, by Converting 
dl tbe ordioary /fitesureis and business of 

. K 2 life 
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Kfe into crimes, may lead tbe Ignorant and 
untliinking at length to condude, that 
crimes are not worse thfin the pursuit of 
boainess or pleasure. Her lote, my late 
deiight, is laid aside. She holds it ^nful 
to cultivate the mental faculties witb 
which the Almighty goodness prpfusely 
endowed her. In short, the oonvent of 
N— ~— has gained a proselyte, and I have 
lost a once duteous, lovely, and most af- 
fectionate child.' 

** As he pronouneed these last vrords, 
the admiral sighed profoundly, leaned his 
head upon the table, and seemed absorbed 
in painful contemplätion. I heard bim 
witb an interest and emotion even beyond 
what my strong attachment to his person 
justi^ed, and leamed, witb a satisfaction 
altogether unaccountable, that the fair ob- 
ject of bis bitter censure was so soon ex« 
peeted. Witb the vanity and presump- 
tion of youth, I flattered myself, that if I 
oould once attraet tbe notice of mademoi- 
seile de Coligny, I might yet be the meana 

of 
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^f winnihg her from her severe resolution, 
tthd restoring to my beloved master his 
Tnuch-regretted child. 

** My being myself a Roman Catholic» 
would, :I imagined, give weight to my ar- 
-guments/when I should urge tbat she had 
in the world ties and duties more sacred 
.than those of a life of solitude and con- 
templation. 

'' Aslight bustle throughout the hous^ 
hold announced, the next.day, the arrival 
of mademoiselle de Coligny. The'admi- 
ral/I knew, woald represent me most fa- 
vourably to her. I had served near his 
persön in several sharp rencounters, had 
•lately attended him with indefatigable so- 
licitude through a severe and tedious sick- 
ness» and was distinguished* by his favour 
from all the otber gentlemen of the house- 
4iold. 

•' " Notwithfitanding all this, it was very 
possible thät mademoiselle de Coligny 
night refuse to hold äny communication 
with me ; and, indeed, when I considered 

K 3 her 
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her inveterate faigotiy^ her unamifiUe pie- 
sumption» and spiritnal pride, I hardly 
knew whether I wished to see her or not. 
Ser life was cjpite sednded, therefbre, as 
soon as deoorum permitted» I sent to her^ 
to say, that the sieur de Chaatelar, a geo- 
tleman of the houaehold, trho had the ha> 
nour of her father's confidence, was most 
desirous of tendering his homage and r&> 
n^ect to her, at such time as he should not 
be considered to intrude. 

^* My doubts were soon at an end, for the 
answer to my message was retumed, that 
as soon as mademoiselle de Coligny had 
eoncluded the spiritual exereise of thf 
eveningi she would be willing to receive 
the homage of the sieur de Chastekr. 

" Though i could not help thinlda^ 
there was some ostentation in this pasade 
of piety, the manner in which this noies- 
sage was delivered Struck me as a fkvour- 
able omen. A beautiful little page was 
the messenger, and his sweet, though in- 

fhntine 
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iiaitiw ftatures» aeemod tke auvcfl^ fiir a 
smiling reception. 

^ At thbappoanted faour I ^is usVe^ 
inte a rbdeniD and fiiinüy^lighted loonii 
both0W wem all niy ppeooficeiYed Jdedi 
(mt tx> flight ! — I kÄd picture4 to mj^ 
wM xnBAemmB^ de Cpli^wjft in a for^ 
({idding dress, with ä oountenanoä to soif 
the vepulsive tfusterity of hex inanners and 
ntad. When I lodked xxp I deemed tö 
OCävA in tktt presence oß bn ^ügtel> and a 
voIm of ^ilver melödy oömpleted the re^ 
sistless power of tbis heavenly mäid. Her 
beatity was öS the style tfaat limnen fancy, 
wheD^ in tbmr happiest moods^ they would 
pietufe a vestäl» a Madona^ or a saint He^ 
downcast» dovelike eye«, expressed the ex* 
teeme of modeaty and sensibility ; and her 
fallet hair, that played likipr a glory arouiid 
a MMphiK head; was only conflned by the 
white noYiciate veil. A ftowlng Mbe of 
white, lii^d a eross of phony/ seemed ^n 
bfirmoony with the pure attraetions of a 

K 4 form 
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form ai\d face destined for ever to remain 
unrivalled. 

' ' You have heard I am a sad stubbom 
girl, no doubt, monsieur de Chastelar/ said 
8be, ina voiceoftouching sweetness» ' and 
thought perhaps that even to your poor 
request I should play the perverse one, and 
refuse the boon you craved ; but ^ they 
^know not my heart who thus represent 
.me. Whosoever has served my father 
. faithfully ^nd truly, is dear in my eye& 
. Alas, how soon will be need tbe utmost of 
their faithful Services !' 
. *' Here she paused in emotion, and in 
. fancy I filled up her sweet silence with the 
pangs of a filial heart, divided between 
love of her fath^ and of God. ' 
': " The con versation of mademoiselle de 
Coligny, during the whole of this inter- 
view, confirmed the favourable impression 
produced by this exordinm. Hermind 
appeared originally the seat of all that was 
amiable, gopd, and tender, andl execrated 
the perverse zeal of the monks that had 

tumed 
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tumed such feelings from the Channel in 
which they naturally should have flowed. 

** The admiral seconded my wish to ex- 
postulate with mademoiselle de Coligny ; 
any thing that presented him the remo-. 
te$t Chance ofrecovering his darling child» 
was eagerly seized on by him. 

'**By falling in with mademoiselle de 
Coligny's aüstere tastes^ I by degrees ac- 
eustomed her to the daily sight of me.-^ 
She was wont to call me her ^ good Chas- 
telar,' and we had frequent conversations 
upon religious topics, with no other wit- 
nesses than the little page, and a young 
girl, who had been rescued from misför- 
tune, and educated by mademoiselle de 
Coligny's pious care. 

** As the month,. however, drew near to 
a condusion, these conversations» in which 
I höped thät I had made some progres^ in 
^aking the resölution of Louise, assumed 
a more gloomy turn, and at the conclusion 
of them she would generally sigh, and say 
— -' AdieUy my'good Chastelar ; you will 

K 5 soon 
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80011 be left alono to eoniole my &thtr/ 
It wa$ within two days of ber öepartaure* 
I bad latterly suflfered during tbeae inter- 
yiewsmore than I oould expieu; thQie 
words uaed to laoemte ny heart» With* 
out premeditation« witbout the «nalleat 
design, I put one knee to the grooi^ and 
nusing tbe bem of her lobe to my Hps, 
eKclaimed — ' Ab» madfixioiieUe l why 
should we not remain here together to omr 
sola bim ?' 

'' She was more ^tatad tbao I hadaiiy 
reasoD to expect. Soxoe te$t$ feU üom 
her k>irely eyes ; tiben .soddwly fsqiuteiiig 
m^ with a degree q£ hormr in hcf Joaln^ 
she Said, in a tremuloiia vok»^^ Xwipter ! 
would you bave me grant to tbe ao^wifit- 
anoe of a month» tbat whkh I bave refu- 
sed to an idolized fatber's tmrs ?** 

'*^w I aee yo«i were both üAdy in 
love»" intecmptcd Be^e, \vitb « mgu}» 
expreiaionofBatwfiMtiQn ia^hc«? loofcß. ^Cfo* 
m, dmr fuftber, finy-^v/isi^ did you rcjom 
to «adempiflölle de Cetigny ?" 

"So 



^ So jrou we a dociov in tbei sdenee^ctf 
love, my little Rose," said the sire, with a 
f«uaCk «ttf mpt tu «hiile; /^ hui expeot Aot 
9^bMaited mööiiht of what forthär ' pasäed 

ypur epr$ K^riitfa a römance« I onl^ nolUe 
what is neoessary to the right uäddrstandü» 
in£piof m^ saä tale. Sufficd it to say-^the 
difiCQtEiiy tbat I was dear to thtö lovely^ 
9iid pions nddki, was dasfaed with the 
Intterest .vemnrse; I consixiered mysd^' 
homwver mnbcenfc in iny first intesitiöns, 
at the baK Tiobtor of the oonfidenee re» 
pdsed ia: lüie by her venerabld iathof, I 
Kflqotäd sm her illustrioiifi bkrth mid anu 
pleforti»^0ppo(3ed t(»taay mediomty^ and 
awdted the severe iand just reproaohes of 
tfae adtairal, for I doubtßd not Ms penetra- 
tion bad diseova^ the trutb. 

^* I retöiyed a «ummons to Mutend tfae 
admiral in bis clöset I öbey6d «Vitfa the 
fear mä ttembling of ä eui][>i4t about to 
appeät iti the presenöe of his jüdge. 
N*y«r did I see the venerable Coligny. 

K 6 wear 
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^ear an aspect more oomposed, more dig« 
nified. 

. ' So you have gone bejond mj wishes, 
I find»' be said, with a deliberate voice ^ 
* and when I urged you to influetioe the 
judgment, you have stolen the afFections of 
my child.' 

' " I knew not what this singular exoN 
dium was to lead to. In a moment his 
eye, which had been fixed stemly on mßi 
Tßsumed its benignant expression.*— ^ Fear 
qothing» my son/ he said'; ^ your crime 
is excusable, and my imprudenoe is not^ 
I should not have admitted a Chaatelar to 
an intimate intercourse with a maiden^ so 
dangerous even in her perverseness as my 
poor child. You oould not choose bat 
love^ and your aspiring love shall not be so 
fatal to you as such a passion was to your 
iU*fiitefl unde, if it indeed be conslant to 
the death, tender and true.' 
. ^* I feil at his jfeet, and interrupted my 
venerated master with some.broken ex-, 
preissions, indicative of my prQfound 9e|ise. 

of 
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of his goodness, and my ardent desire to 
live and. die in hte service, and that of his 
lovely daughter. 

' Rise, Chastelar/ said the admiral; 
' the sacrifioe is not so great as yoü ima- 
gine. In giviiig you my daughter, I do 
not consider her as mademoiselle de Co- 
Ugny, . surrounded by a n umher of titled 
pretenders, bat as a dear child, snatched; 
by your meäns (however difFerent the 
^i^nner from that which I at first propOsed 
to myself ) from the living tömb that 
would have shut her out from my soeiety 
and affection. I bow to the mysterious 
ways of Providence, and aocept with gra- 
litode the mitigated draught of pleasure 
and disappointment prepared for me. I 
was töo proud of my child, whose beauty 
I thought entitled her to rank with prin* 
cesses« Now^ if she does not increase the 
sfdiendour of my house by a great alliance, 
still slle will not be lost to my affection« 
Her chUdren may reproduee in her fond 
father^s heart the illusions that her own 

infiint 
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infioii beauty «nd dooility 0006» weitedr 
•nd (8hould not a violent death antidpate 
her pious cares) her hand mwf dose my 
w«ry oyes.^ 

^. Thi8 affeoting antldpation of his tra- 
gieal end, whidi in all bis böors of gloon 
haunted my bdoved master^s mind^ ao4 
ootnpanied the tender of his danghter, aivl 
wingled with the most transpcNTting mo^ 
oietit of my life soffioieiit of bittemess tp 
reMind me, like (ihe admonition of the 
fllftfe ia the Roman Triumph, that I was 
but mortal/' 

^ And 80 you» iny laither, weie the um^ 
iiM|w üf Cdigny, and yxm harve remained 
cmteBt In this pbsoure^dUey T exdaimed 
JKX/Se« » ■ ' • • 

^ I re()ife8t/' ^^eptfed thö aire de Chagte- 
1a#, ^ii voiee «reitai^ng with emotiob» 
^ Chat you wUl not again Interrupt me. 
Too^oon Witt the event^ I haine to fdaite 
Ulifeld tiien^fiielt^s ; aiid onoe related, «nay ' 
I Mver be dummitf)ed to so painiui a 
taskagwi. 

•*A8 
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^' As mon a3 our emotion» had «n Ibojtb 

s«]d to rn^, reeuming bui wpnted dig»iS$# 
sewnity-^* But^ Omtelgf, aUhougb l am 
eontent ^ W9ve lor pny ch94 t^ ppsiei^' 

aUe to rty«elf «i^ tp sowly to bfls^ou^ 
her OD pa»0 I^^q^ tb« »nk af g g^tl^ 
mm« Your hhoA l know tp b« pow 4^4 

prodiio^ prpo& of Ib^ ant^qaijty 4iid rp- 
speetobjljty (of y^ir faa}Hy, io rflply i9 
the ^pcfuraU^s ofminf. • Hi^i^ tb^r^fpF?^, 
and proowe your £mUy doeument», your 
ktters p9tci^ and türes de -nobk^M^ be- 
fette Louise hean anothdr wosi of irdv^^ I 
^ am saftbftedj'he added« witb. n «mUe, 
' dbaiti I oould not bave inv^nted a «irer 
nmais ^ cfiuckeiiing the dtligenoe of a 
loxrer'j return.' ^' 

^< Th« üdmiial jjodged rigihtly. . EM 
the cuxrcQot of . ev/^nta icoisnuiponded lüf^itb 
tfae Ardour^ o£ ny wisbea, tfae Monr^iy 
wsAuld bav« witnested vay 4epartm0 &0&k 

bis 
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his house, and my return. Bot unex- 
pected obstacles presented themsdv^s. 
The head of our fiimily» who was possess- 
ed of most of the papers and documents» 
had been taken prisoner in one of our 
dvil oontests, and it was not oertain whe- 
ther he was living or dead. After a te^- 
dious and fruitless search, I disoovered he 
had recently expired, but found it impos- 
sible to regain the papers, which had been 
probably pillaged, in the place of more va- 
luable tbooty. ^ My brother Aimar I knew 
possessed copies of them. Anxious, as 
far as was in my power, to approve my- 
seif worthy of Louise de Coligny, I has- 
tened to procure them from him ; büt he 
was then attending one of the progresses 
of the Court, and another tediou9*delay in- 
tervened before I could obtain possession 
of these papers, the necessary prelimina- 
ries to all my expected happiness. The 
business of examining, verifying, and 
transcribing them, was then to be gone 
through; and a period of three montiis 

had 
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had elapsed before I was able to^retum to 
the apot where all my hopes were center- 
ed. As, independent of my love for bis 
daugbter, tbe house of admiral de Coligny 
had long been my home, I did not think 
it necessary to announce my arrivaL I 
hastened to pay my düty to the admiral. 
He received me with a countenance, mild, 
but mingled with sadness. I requested 
permission to approach bis daughter.-^ 
' You will find her in the banqueting« 
room/ he said : * but why, Chastelar,. did 
you neglect her so long ?' 
' ^' Thefi^e words Struck a cold damp upon 
my heart : I had transmitted to Louise an 
account of the delays that had firustrated 
my inteations, although no clerk like Ai- 
mar ; and that it cost me more trouble to 

r 

pen so long a letter, tban to have unhorsed 
a rival in the ring. This letter, in thöse 
troublesome times, she had no doubt 
not received. I could not, however, stay 
to justify myself : my whole heart was 
with Louise. The admiral looked as If 

he ' 
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he wiihisd' to ^cttH wd baek ; buttiis 
thM I muit p«fforde \Ave dbsfedr i^aa sL^ 
lent» ftnd I proceeded, unobfijfcruotod, to uy 
doooK 

"^ A number of ftieiyls wid rafaitiDm 
iorromiiod my mittMBSr wfao seemed tx> 
bt in tiie ididst of a iiniity püty ; but I 
ddtioed wily one fl^re-^it was tiMit o£ u 
cftTaU«^ who tefttied ovei> her cfafii^ asdi* 
waA en^yed iti tinstetiing a «tiing to fae^ 
lllto« ÄMUstomed as I had been to ^1 
tbe noble and brilllant yotitll of the oowt 
of Navarre, one glf06e at thl« ov^rpowefr 
ing Mtfinger wb8 euffident «o eonvince me 
tiMit h<^ Utr äurpa^eed them all He was 
dMssad in the tnost magnificentfmhioR 
dßtbe day-*-^ style whiofa would haveop« 
präMed b %ure less rieh and maje&tiot 
bot in all hia moveoientsr there was a dig* 
nlfied and eotnmanding gi^oe, white in 
Idt oountenatice and featurea thefe traft 
«Mkh iaaxpimsible sweetness and benigne 
ty, that» great as wese the reasons for my 
etimity^ I, even I, feit influenced in a d^ 

. gpee 



gree l^ tbis myrtcrious attraotie)i-^a cif^ 
eumstanoe you wiB the lesd woncler Bit, 
wlien I teil you» ^cft graoioui» eoutitenanee, 
afterwmxfei» for a moment» arrested the up- 
lifted Steel of tbe a^sassl^ and teilpired 
those with remorse and pity who finaliy 
compassed bis tragical deatb. For tbk 
"Was the celebrated Teligny«— ^-^butl must 
not : atitkipate« Louise seemed engaged 
in a lively disputatio» ; die b<m>et6r qo^ 
tacid my entratice with an incUnfttiön of 
the head» and her smile of neoüstomed 
sweetness. Sbe presented the stranger to . 
me a» monsieur de Teligny» better known 
among her sex, and in the memoirs of tbe 
times, under the name of ^ L^jämahle 
Teligny f an eppellatioh wbicb marked 
tbat, althougb aeknowkdged to be tbe 
bmidsomest man in Franqe, bi$ wondertfiil 
beaoty was tbe least; of bis powars of plet^ 
sing. — * Monsieur de Cbastelar/ sald sbe, 
turning with vivadty to me, 'we were 
engaged in a dispute worthy of the ai^ 
cient Courts of love 2 wbicb is tbe gallant 

most 
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mo6t worthy of bis roistress, say you ? he 
whO| to prove his unlimited confidence in 
her faith, wanders away from her, and 
Jeaves her to neglect ; or he who» with as- 
siduous, and perhaps importunate atten- 
tion^ foUows, and losea not sight of her för 
a n^oment ?' 

'* I feit all the painfulness of my.posi^ 
tion, and how Louise had misconstrped 
my enforeed absence : but despair g^ye 
Mneconrage, and I änswered with read!- 
ness, though in a somewhatfaltering voice 
«T-** Lady, to reply in the manher of the 
urrSts of the Ömrs ctAwumr^ I should 
say thi^t the oonfiding lover loves much 
more fervently, although the assiduous 
one may love more wisely/ 

* Then /should pronounce for him who 
loves wisely» in preference to the extrava- 
gant lover,' sai^ Teligny,. ' How does the 
lady decide?.' 

' «I saw plainly that her decision would 
pronounce my doom*-*absence, apprehend- 
^ üeglect, and the transcendant endow^ 
.' ments 
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ments of ber new ädorer^ united to the 
Warm representation of all her iiiends, ex« 
cepting her fether, in favour of a Jover. 
possessed of all those advantages of rank 
and fortune which I wanted, had banished 
frbm the duetile mind of Louise her short« 
lived preference for me. I must in justice 
ädd, that monsieur de TeUgny, being.him« 
seif a Calvinist, had won her back to the 
religious opinions of her family, a Service 
which I should not have beenableto per- 
form, and one which rendered bim in some 
sort a more süitable match for her. I had 
confined my endeavours to abating her 
distaste of the world, and reviving her 
loVe for her kindred and friends ; and my 
success exhibited another proöf how vain 
are the wishes of man. I had sowed, that 
another might reap. I had awakened her 
heart to feeling, and another had snatched 
away firom me the precious prize. Yet, 
notwithstanding thesesadreflections,pride, 
and a proper feeling of respect for myself, 
prevented me from appearing at once to 

quail 
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qiliU brfote my dazzUng rival. I feit 

tkat I w«8 not TeUgny'« inferior in love ; 

and makäng an efibrt to appear galbnt 

and gay, wfaUe mj heart was bmvtiog 

wüh grief, I resamed-^' There doe$ exist 

atwsng thepoems of tbe Troubadoun a 

lay^that expreiaes my poor thouglits, fec 

Wter than /^eould utter th^a in such « 

brigfat asaeinblage : it toüches on die v»- 

nona crimes tbat mäy be imputed to a 

knrer» and at the same time points out 

bow he BUiy Mandexcused.' 

:.^ Louise- expressed a wbh to hear it, and 

Teligny remarked tfaat poetry was an at- 

tnbute of my family. Flattered with the 

hope^^'^yain hope ! that I yet mi^t toueh 

Wr heart, whieh ^rauld eompfehend, iC 

na* whoUy lest to me, the mystic aieanii^ 

"df 1^ lay, I began it withcMit ferther 

besitotiw : it w^ the *' Apcdogy of Love/ 

thtit you, my -Blandie, have often praised. 

Xi»ei me bear it onoe more^ and it will 

enable me to reoover breath to eontinoe 

my naarrative." 

. . WiUing 
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Willing to sooth him, Bkiiehe instant- 
ly complied, and sang l^e foüiymtig words 
to her guitar :— . 



LAY OF CHASTELäR. 

Fair ladies, pity the archer boy, 

Who, wanderiag blind and young, 
Tbe syren, Error^ may oft decqy 

1*0 padis of wiie and^ronj;, 
But, ohy repentanty may he |>rove 

Your bearta relentin^ kiufi; 
For if love hath fauits, tlie fauits of love 

From love au excuse should find. 

Now Fancy*8 bright, delusive fires, 

Allure the lover's eye 
From her who woke bis first desires, 

Who wuke bis earlie&t sigh. 
But long from her be cannot rove, 

Tbe empress of bis mind ; 
And if love hath fauits, tbe fauits of love 

From love an excuse should find. 



, Now 
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Now Jealousyi with ruthless dart» 
ProTokes the yqiith to dare 

Accose the mistress of bis heaiti . 

And plunge her in despair. 
But/fiercest wben reproaches movei 

Sly Cupid laugbs bekind ; 
Then if love halb faults, the faults of love 

From lo7e an eicuse sbould find. 

Perbaps to visit Foreign Strands 

The Wanderer quits bis bomey 
The spoils to win from conquered lands, 

May tempt tlie knight to roam ; 
But still the bohds that Beauty wove 

A round bis beart are twined ; 
And if love hath (aults, the fauits of love 

From love an excuse sbould find. 

, But if nor falsehood, cbangei nor pride, 

Nor augbt deserving blame, 
Sboald tempt bim from bis fair one*s side, 

But dutt's sacred namei 
Ob, sbould not every doubt remove 

That clouds bis cbarmer's mind, 
Wben if love had faulu^ the faults of love 

From love an excuse would find ? 



The 
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The sire de Chastelar resumed^ — ^** Trem- 
bling, I raised mine eyes to those of my 
ladye-love. The first glance of hers con« 

• * * * 

vinoed me that I had nothing to hope. 
Oh; what a calm and cold serenity there 
was in the freezing look of that eye of 
blue; it told that pasdion was depart« 
ed for ever. I loved with all the fire and 
force of a Chastelar, and would> at that 
moment» like my wretched namesake» 
giadly have spilt niy lifei's last drop upon 
a scafibld to obtain one kind look from 
her ! but it would not be. 

** From her noble-minded father I re« 
oeived some cotnpensation. Anxious to 
exonerate himself from the charge of hav- 
ing attempted to influence bis daughter, 
he.even condescended to add, that how- 
ever importuned by bis family, he woüld 
never give bis consent to her becoming the 
bride of Teligny, if I judged fit to main« 
tain my prior claim to her band. 

^ During the conversation in which he 
expressed these sentiments, the dignity of 

VOL. I. L bis 
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bis aspect» the sinoeritjr appgrent^w all %he 
looks and words of my xe^v^reA prot^ctor». 
penetrated to my inmost faeart^.and im-: 
parted a stränge cplouring of satisfaictiptX' 
to this hour of mortal grief ; but I law at 
onoe the oply pfith that honour pointfKl 
out to me to pursue.— * It ww tliQ.fa.vwr. 
of mademoiseUe de Cdüffiy,* .1 repli^dt 
' that alone raisod mp to tb6 height in: 
wbidb I dared to appear h^ smtor. TAa<: 
kindness gone» fiur be.it from toßio ävail. 
myself of . a fiither's Tdce to enforoe tbe. 
unequal tie. Nq». great 3ir».sufficilQnt;gi:a<^ v 

is it fo? me tQ hay'e be^ onemomenJ: es- 
teemed worthy tp be the so^-inrl^iy pf^ 
Coligny; that proud remembranoe shaU. 
be laid to inygFatefal be^rt^ to still it§ 
murmurs and make me scora to grieve^\ 

'^ Witb Louise: de CpligQy I had ^tifi ^ . 
painful soene to go^ tbroi^h.- Jn^e^msed ^ 
by relatiyesy and mt^e^iwe^k; than^ bbov^; 
able, she could n9% hpn tba)^ vie sboiiij^, 
part in anger^ and with, fid^e .^ji^aii*s 
way ward feelings» s^emed anxiqus to ^fv^. 
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serve the jßsteem .of the man.wbom sh6 
hadeeased to love. Sbe tried» by yaiious 
arguments^.toreconcile me to this change ; 
but the Bmcenty: of my passion rejected 
them with soorn. — * Cease^r Louise !' I ex- 
daimed; * bad you continued mine, you 
would have found your poor Chastekr 
rieb at least in love~ricber perbaps tban< 
this alUgifted stranger : but that is over, 
andl renounee my claim.-*-Not to htm, 
but to you, I make the renunciation. May 
you, as the bride of Teligny, 6njoy every 
happiness that the world can give! and. 
may no reverse of fortune ever make you 
call in vain on the name of htm whom you 
haye consigned to lasting wretchedness !' 
She Ippked irresolute, and seemed indiried 
to say more^but I rushedfrom her presenee, 
witb tbe poor satisfitctbn of having made 
her feel that she alon^ was the offender ; 
and maäfimy irraogements to quit,.for a 
üme at least, a Service that her cruelty • h^d 
made liitolerabku . 

'' Feaee was now prodaimed betweea 

L 2 the 
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ttie two crowns. My presence in the traiir 
of Coligny could be for a while dispensed' 
witb, and I easily obtained permission ta 
absent myself from the festivities that took 
place when monsieur.de Teligny became 
the son-in-la w of the admiral. My leave of 
absenoe was prolonged ; and I visited my- 
brotber, and made a tour of the provinoes^ 
in bopes that change of soene would work 
a eure in my heart ; that eure was destin«> 
ed to be wrought in the Glass Valley. 

« My brother, whose erratic genius and 
romaiitic turn brought bim into oohtact 
with various classes of people, had often 
praised to me the institutions of that sin-^ 
gular Society, and the industry, frugality, 
and high spirit of hcmour, that distinguish-» 
ed the members that composed it. 

'^I determined to make an excursioii' 
into the valley of Lorfaine, and was charnx- 
ed with the frankness and simplictty of the 
inhabitants. It was not long before I' 
formed a particular intimacy with the sire 
de TAubäpine^ and this intinracy was oe^ 

mented 
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-mented by the innocent attractions of 
Rose, bis only daugbter." 

The sire de Chastelar paused, drew the 

blootning Rose more fondly towards bis 

-bosom, . and dropping a tear upon her 

-cheek,proceeded— " The health of the sieur 

'de TAub^pine was declining — the labours 

> of the glass4iouse were beginning to be too 

much for hira. He talked freely to me of 

bis anxieties respecting the innocent Rose ; 

and to a man undeceived like me in all 

the promises of arabition, nothing could 

- be more gratifying than the arrangement 

he proposed-~that I should supply to Rose 

' the place of her dyirig father, and apply- 

ing fbr admission into all the privileges of 

the Valley, succeed to the possession qf 

de rAub^pine's abode, and the small do- 

main surrounding it. 

" It was returning from one of these 

^ con versations, soothing, but necessarily 

mournful to the mind, that I found a let- 

ter from the admiral de CoHgny, summon- 

ing me, as one of the gentlemen that cora- 

L 3 posed 
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posed bis train, to join bim forthwith at 
Paris. 

"The Chiefs of the Protestant party 
wtere httstily ti^embliftg there/on öccasion 
of the nuptials of the young king of Nä- 
varre with the French king's sister, Mar- 
guerite de Valois; and the iadtniral was 
d^airous of appearing there with a train 
suitable, in nümber and magnificenöe, to 
bis own rank, and the dignity of bis you^g 
m ästen 

" There was no contravening this sum- 
mons, yet I obeyed it with unfeigned re- 
luctance. I was satisfied» if I did not ex* 
ult in my present lot, and a dark preseti- 
timent of futirre evils oye^shadowed with 
gloom the prospect of a obange. 

" There äre those who prefer a favourite 
and habitual sadness to a tumultuous and 
uncertain joy. 

" It was now abote two years in all 

^ince I had bidden adieu to the splendid 

housebold of my protector, and I thöüght 

I had also bidden adieu to all violent emo- 

tions 
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titNaüsi of joy and soaovf. . I nbvr fimnd in 
thisinnfoieiieien event^ a-stidden awakcn- 
ing bf the heatt, a venewal of feelings of 
potion and pleasüre^ of vision& of love 
aÄd glory Fdr ever öown^ of tratisporting 
li^ea and agoniziiig disappointmeilts, that 
were oalcülated tqbriog any thing büt sa- 
tisfiiction to^ my ntind. 

^' it was witfa sincere regtet, and many 
pvomidestjfia speedy return^ nevermore 
to^ separate, iü^ I parted from my gentle 
Jftose; and i¥lien idie withdrew from my 
«j^ti I tfit tbat I. had lost my betfer 
angdL' » 

^^ I found.my ^ndent masteif m the 
higfaest flphtts. . JSis / gloomy presenti^ 
ments had 'ghibn iray faefore die sight of 
the happihesBi qf Ins luilted diildinen ; and 
^e Bhih of k gnaidehild fatd eompleted 
äisfe&cHy.^ He toldmeln oonfidence that 
Jbe.teiC never felii hsa heavtso 'fr^ and 
babymt The , kmästesa that the court 
DOW deimmstrated toWards the ojppressed 
Hugonots, fiUed his mind with the hap- 

L 4 piest 
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{»est aüguriesTof future tranquillity and 
conciliation ; while the friendship that the 
princes expressed personallj towärds him- 
seif, divested his mind of thöae . saliitary 
fears that had, tili now, kept'him ön'the 
alert at the bare semblänoe of dangen— 
^ Rejoice with me, my good Chastelar/ 
said the excellent man ; * all those who 
sought my life are now the most anxious 
to preserve it The young king himself 
—(oh, royal tiger, thus to lie in wait for, 
and deeeive age and wisdom !)-^-always 
gl ves me the name of ** father," and oon- 
sults me upon every oocasion : the ene- 
my that has so loiig pursued me. thirsts 
no more for my blood, seeinjg me so raih- 
parted round with royal firiends, that he 
durst not think of harming me.* 

•* This enemy was Henry duke of Guise, 
who, ever since the assassination of his fa- 
•ther, duke Francis, at the siege of Orleans, 
had persisted in aocuang the admiral as 
the instigator of the deed — a deed of «uch 
'«troeity, that the whole tenour of my be- 

loved 
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loVed master's life was in the most com« 
plete oontradiction to it 

" The preparations for the young 
king's marriage went on rapidly, and the 
deluded Hugonots were dazzled with 
the magnificenee of the court. Three 
queens oontributed at once by their pre- 
sence to give it eleganee and splendoun 
The majestic beauty of the queen dow* 
ager, Catherine de Medicis, her striking 
figure, afiable manners, and prepossessing 
countenance, would have still obtained for 
her a considerable degree of admiration, if 
she had not been totally eclipsed by the 
youthful eharms of her daughter, the des- 
tined queen of Navarre, the most beautiful 
creature mine eyes ever beheld» and the 
most fatal gift to the Protestants. If Mar* 
guerite de Valois was like a young Venus 
drawn in the chariot of conquest, Eliza» 
beth^^aoghter of the emperor Maximilian 
the Seoond, and oonsort to the reigning 
mooarch of France, resembled a Hebe, and 
attracted the homage of many a heart by 

L 5 her 
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her retiriog modesty-md graoe. Whst a 
group ! wbat a scene of odagnificence and 
pleawre suddenly burst upon my senses ! 
how uDÜke the peaoeful Valley of Lor- 
raine — its artless beauties and its simple 
joys! 

. ** On this • occasion I was presented to 
king Charles the Nintb, who was truly a 
primae of a majestic presence, although in 
all . his inclinations singular and severe : 
the conversation of the ladies afibrded him 
DO delight*^on the contiary, he passed 
whole days in hunting, on wfaich oceasions 
he would (like our old Champion Roland 
at Roncevaux) constantly blow the hora 
himself— a barbarous and dangerous cos- 
tom, which at length partly occasioned 
bis death. When he retumed fro£n the 
chase, after endoring fatigue enough to 
exhaust aiiy other man, iiis majesty was 
wont to recreate himself at some violent 
game of -strength or address; and someh 
times» in a guise less beseeming bis raf^^, 
with labouring like a smith in fabricating 

armour 
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artpour at ih^ forg^-^-cesti Ibod, luid rch 
ci^eaticNn,^ se^tted alike indifferent Co Idm« 
Tfae pnly tbing hujoai^ ir>, hi^ .dispoflitiQn 
w£is a fondties^ far fo^tty and music*^a 
fondness whicfa my l»oth&r Aimar would 
teil you ettenuates aU bis crimen. 

'' Notwitbstanduig her affable manoers^ 
which w^re always.easfy, gay,. and deboun 
naire, tfae queen-m(^her CQuld not alwaya 
eoriceal her maternal joDiortificaticHi at tfae 
contrast afforded by the noble. quälities 
and ivinning deportment of her destined 
sön-in-law, with the savage propensities 
of the king her son. . 

'' The young king of Navarre, who had 
just oompletcfd bis nineteenth year, was 
universally acknowledged the most acconK; 
plished ca valier at eouH. His stature w^s^ 
noble and elegant^ his ey«. sw^ wid 
spa^kling» and in his whble conntenance 
and deine^ipur there was that indescribu 
able sometbing, whicb, bespeaking the heu 
roic qualities of the soul, steals av^ay tbat> 
of others^ even more thfin extemid-beaaty^ 

and 
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and graoe. His oountenMioe was the nur* 
ror of his mind, which exhibited a oomlM- 
nation of the rarest and most estimable 
qualities. Whtte the soldier idolized hitn 
for his heroism in the field» he was equaUy 
acoeptable to the couitier for his compa« 
nionable gaiety and graoe, and to the la- 
dies for the spirited and chivalrous gal- 
lantry with which Iie devoted himself to 
their cause. Little was it suspected, that 
the beauteous Maigaret, his destined 
bride» was perhaps the only one among 
them whom Henry regarded with cold« 
ness and aversion : the Hugonpts» on the 
oontrary» considered this marriage as the 
bond of permanent union betwixt their 
party and that of the court. Every one 
appeared devoted. to pleasure; and yet 
there were signs suflScient (had not an in- 
scrutable Providence btinded their eyes) to 
have warhed them of the impending ca^ 
tastrophe — • the queen of Navarre died 
suddenly, not without strong suspicions of 
poison---«n attempt had been made upon 

the 
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tfae life of the admiral ; and notwithstand- 
ihg the loud expressions of Indignation 
irom the king^ it was sus^iecfced that he 
oonnived at the assassin's escape. 

^ Struck ' with these and several other 
oorroborating drcumstanöes, the most 
prudent of the Hugonot Chiefs began gra^ 
düally to withdraw themselves from Paris ; 
and when pressed to retum to the.court, 
replied-^* That theyßmrid the air of the 
snburbs agreed better with their constitu^ 
tions, and that of the ßelds xwuM agree 
hetter still! 

** There was something in these myste- 
rious expressions, in their gradual and si- 
leht withdrawing from the vicinity of the 
court> which argued a vague suspicion of 
some dreadful calamity hear at hand, and 
many circumstances ooncurred to make 
their words and actions appear to me in« 
describably awful. There was a myste* 
rious reserve among the wiser Prötestants, 
a breathless lobking out and waiting fi>r 
some unknown and dedsive event; itwas 
: like 
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like tue doseiieBS «fllie air^^öieiiiklair^ 
choly of tue amnäi woiU, Fand Üie stiK- 
nes8 of natore^ 'previous to fUe bursting 
of the thunderstokni; ' 

^* M0anwfaile'<noäitttg: eöald* afaate the 
dieerfulhdss . 06 'uiy: bekrvedi master, um 
hh in&tiiateä.donÄleiioe ih the perfidiotts 
pMioiaeaof tb^eainrt. -^Wibbii he asKed a 
friend» who .reoommendä&catition, whit it 
v^as be poadbl^.ha^taftiuWf The üaiessee 
of a reooneUöd eiäeiny/ wkdiikadinsier^ re» 
ply. Impressive words ! whieh the h(»vors 
a few suoeeeding days brought' faltth rtow 
dered awfiiUy prophetic;< /" De* Rosny too, 
thei dificfeming and intdligmt father of the 
present favdurite of Navarre^ was said, 
upon the firsfcproposal of his inastei^s go^ 
ing io thö . oepital, to hate bbserved^^ 
^ That if tfaose naptials were celebrated 
at Paris» the bridal favöurs would be crin^ 
sonr 

Tte aire de- Chastehtr's narrative had 

oontinued long ; the Ia3ti gleams of lingärv 

ing day had for söme time d^parted^ and 

the 
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the möon was riding high in the cloudless 
heavens. Apprefaensive of the eäSscU of 
his prolonging his discourse m this sad^ 
solemn houi, both the giris afiectionately 
pressed him to rest» and retire within the 
cottage. The sire de Ghastelar feit the 
justness of their recomm^pdation^ and pro- 
mised early on the morrow to resume the 
thread of his sad störy. 
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CHAPTER t 



I 

Iii secret vve met — 

In silence I grieve, 
That thy beart conld forgeti 

Thy spirit deceive. 
If I should roeet thee, 

After long years^ 
How sbould I greet thee ? / 

Witb silence and cears. Btron. 

CONCLUSION OP THE HISTORY OF 
RAOUL DE CHASTELAR. 

JL HAVE not yet adverted to my 

necessarily-renewed meeting with um« 

YOL. II. B dame 



a HKKBY FOÜBTH OF FBANCE. 

dame de Teligny. The young kiog^ of 
Navarre and the princess Marguerite of 
"France wene affianoed at tke LoitviQ by 
the Cardinal de BourfaoHy and tbemext 
day.the august ceremony was perforroed 
by the same prelate at the ohureh of 
Notre Dame. On that day, Henry of 
Navarre and Marguerite de Valoie ap- 
peared to me (but omj \the goodHest 
pair in France — alas, the while! that 
I should have to add, and the leaat k>v- 
ing ! What needs it to reeite the feasts 
and braveries whieh waited upon that 
most illüstrious, most unhappy mar- 
riage! I will only descrrbe the Iqßt, in 
which I bore a part. The Salle de Bour- 
bon was the scene of action. It had been 
converted, for the occasion, into an ex- 
act representation of Paradise and the 
Infernal Regions." 

" How do you know it was exact, 
papa ?^ interrupted Rose. 

The we de Chastehr • was «a. little •. em- 

- borrassed bjitibis queBtion^howevieiv he 

pnx^eeded — 



^proeeededf— ^* Divided fircnn (he Inferno 
hy a river, land situated to the right ^f 
tbe iiall, was the earthly Pai^di#e ; tbe 
> entrance to wbteh was defended l^ three 
.knigbtS) armed at all points, who eom- 
bdted for the king and his two roy^ai 
brotbers, the dukes of Anjou aqd Alei)- 
\^n. To the left wens the infernal re- 
^ffom, from wbence arose a confusion of 
rights and sounds truly lamentable and 
diaboUcal. 

' ** The paradise I have described tp 
the right served as the entrance to the 
Elysian Fields,which c^ered indeed aglo- 
rious sight, being represented by tbe most 
d^fieious ^rden, cpvered with odorife- 
rous flowers ^nd ßhrubs ; and above was 
ße^ the empyr^n, in all its splendour« 
which was represented by a great wheel 



»» 



" Represepted by a great wheel !'* in- 
terrupted Blanche in her tum; ** the 
glorious empyr^n sky ! Oh, bow little 

B 2 •* You 
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'< You would not liare thougbt it so, 
my dearSi if you had seen it,** resumed 
the sire de Cbastelar ; ^ neither ' paim 
nor cost were spared to rendei^ every 
thing complete. This wfaeel, or revolv- 
ing sphere, was adorned with the twelve 
signs ; and white it exhibited all the pla- 
netSf sparkled also' with an infinity of 
little Stars, that shed a flood of radiance 
over the saloon, making of this solemn 
night a mimic day. But what were 
mine eyes reserved to see, inore brilliant 
than the stars-^-more daz^ling-^more fii- 
tal? Twelve nyinphs of surpassing 
beauty, crowned with chaplets, and hs- 
bited in rohes of glittering tissue, wanu 
dered in these enchanted shades. As, 
with her sister beauties, she lightly trod 
the emerald maze, I - once more saMr 
Louise de Coligny! Smal} time was^ 
there for sorrow', or joy, or recognition^. 
Folio wing the order of the night, I ad* 
vanced, with a band of gentlemen, armed 
in the oostume of the '* anciens pretutr 

and 
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and wearing^in our scarves and ribbons 
tbe oolours of Coligny, who, although 
not yet suffici^itly recovered to take a 
Sisare in tbe amuseoaenti was yet anxious 
to prove tbe sincerity and singleness witb 
whicb he trusted to tbe king's profes* 
4qrs, by gracing tbe entertainment witb 
tb^ pree^flce of bis folkwers. 

** Our business in tbe drama of tbe 
niglit was to endeavour to make good 
ouv «ntranee into tbis eartbly paradise« 
aod tb#n pursue tbe nympbs wbom we 
8«w in tbe Elysian Fields. This part 
of tbe masque excited breatbless atten- 
tionJ (Wbiie tbese bands of knights-er-- 
rant, eacb led to tbe combat by tbe 
prince or lord wbom be served, and 
wbose colours he wore, exerted all their 
skill and address to attain tbis object, 
tbree knigbts successfüUy defended tbe 
gates of Paradise, and drove back all 
wbo attempted to force. an entry. I 
singled out one, distinguisbed by bis gor- 
geou» armour and magnificent plumes ; 

B 3 tbe 
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the visor was but half dosed, and t f^It* 
I could not be mtetaken in the match- 
less features — ^it was indeed De Teligny. 
In vaih I repeated that tfaiswasbuta' 
pastime^— a mockery of war; illusion^ 
seemed to give place to reality, and the 
whole to be a bitter aUegory, descriptive 
of my fate and fortunes. Again, as fbf- 
riierly, De Teligny stöod between me 
and my ladyeJove — again he stood, the 
dazzling but destructive angel that bar- 
red tt\y entrance into I^aradise. I rush- 
ed öh him, animated by * the most lea! 
desire to prevail. Teligny defended 
hitidself with the address and grace ft>r 
which he was distinguished alike in äff 
riianly clei'cises. The judgeaf öf tlr& 
spectaele took care that this tnimic wär- 
fai'e shodld not be prodüctive of sieriöus 
demsequences. At length the assailattts 
Were obliged to yidd : one fcy one we 
were subdued — ^for such vrtre the laws 
df the pageant. Demons leaped npon 
US froth behind, atid drdgged tis into the 

abodes 
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aiiadei of wm GäuU; faiu^ fnune a de^ 
vieempie juäeditn teai open tiie Tvioiind» 
of my beanb? Yes*--f bese wanted one 
fimsk. ta 007: sufferings^ and it wtsi not 
wantedi hmg^ The q)ectade dreir to m 
dqie; accordmg to a preconcerted ar- 
rar^pement, ithe three knj^ts of Par»* 
dise ajrose at the same moment, and 
sooght the twelve nymphs» wfaom it was 
thrä" pleasingdutj to oonduct üom the 
Bljfsian Fields. ^ 

'^Fiom fshe urksome aielösuce in 
wUch^ with the; other knigfats-aaraiit, I 
MW oonfiaed, I saw hua who had ae- 
vmed Biy ladye-love and me, adTance, 
secure andr happy^ and Ifead the brij^t 
^tmise^ to> a seat; 1 saw their matital 
looks^of lov;e— rl aaw the mingled air of 
tendeBiiess and tidamph with which he 
gued. upon her— 1 aaw (oh» sight more 
paiiifidl) the beaming smile tbat re* 
warded his tenderness. A murinui? bf 
admimtibn resoanded thioitghout the 
haU.-*^A new mtiV!enient;amoiig the per* 
< : B 4 formers 



fonnert apprized xii that daiiGing< war 
going to begin. Tfae «upeyfacand grawt^ 
ful Teligny led his Liovise to htr^laee; 
and I then leamed that the still^oriiii^* 
hu^nd bad obtained, by qpecM ft voun 
the port of one of the three royal oham« 
pions, that no other might. approacb 
and daim her band. 

*^ A ballet was now danoed» compoaed 
of the three conquering chevaliera and: 
the twelve houris of the garden; büt 
though they all shone Ixilliant in beauty 
and youth, still Louise and her Tellgi^ 
bore away the 8u£Prage of all beholders*' 
X diecked my rebellious heart, as I saw 
them move in their glorious piide, and 
breathed a hasty prayer, that their f<^ 
city might be lasting^ as it was perfeet 
And now a noise and bustle in oür fan« 
tastie Tegion announeed the terminätion 
of the ball, and the release (^ the im* 
prisoned Chevaliers* 

' <^ A general combat was to. dose the 
amusemen ts of the night. With . eager*% 

ness 



ness I rashed on tbe seene of aeti<Hi» 
rnmlous to give vent to the feelings that 
0{^pKGS6ed tue. In the confusion of the 
^^t^ I weleoHied every new Opponent 
that presented himself^ and farsurpassed 
all pi^fflt, in the spirit with which I 
counterfeited (was it counterfeited?) 
the rage of real war ; lances were broken 
•^^«armour rting-^splinte^s of weapons 
fbw about in all directions» and in the 
midst of this din my harassed mind re^ 
carered recoUection and composure^ A& 
ooy streiigth became exhausted, the an-^ 
guish of my heart abated. At length the 
combat clo3ed; it ended with a terrible 
explosion» caused by träins of gunpow^ 
der, that wei^ purposely set fire to ; 
and soon nothing was left of these cost- 
ly Devices but lioisome smoke, and the 
reooUection of, a night passed in foUy^ 
vanity, and yiolence. SuoK nights^ my 
children» are not foUowed by qui^t rest., 
I returned« k>nely and musing, to the 

B5 admind's. 



aflmiMrl*s; Whöl^ t^deilte Wa^ öHte lAöm 
Äiy teöipöArJr bonbe. 

«< Sle^ had söart^ly clos^d litifte 6ye& 
in brief ftfid pertutbed rtpöde, #hkk t 
was töused wltb a sudden sbock by flfe 
diatant r^port of a pistol. At fiftt t 
deemed it otily my fatitasy r^p^tüg 
öter ägaiil the döünds tbat häd dd öft^h 
niet itiine ter düting the l^vel» öf t\m 
tumültuooi flieht; but Cb6 M%t ttidu 
ment cx>hvin66d mä the noise was reil ; 
arid a ^riek of hdtM^ mked with tbi^ 
nois6 of fordttg doöt^ open, afid trai^j^ 
firig of feeti was iiümediately foHöwed 
by tlie dry that the adtnifal wbuld be 
assaiiftinated. 

. *• Tö leap fröm tny bed^ hürty on my 
clothes; and sehie ihy arm», were the ae» 
tions öf n tüomelit I flew into the 
aj^aftoent of the adtniraL Gfeat 6od f 
#hät a sight ÜA^t my VieW ! The röoth 
Wiftil fflied witb ärmed meti«--^iilions öf 
the dttke of Guisä^y^FiAelidh aUd ItaH&it 
«iSiiSi&ihs» whom he had conducted to 

their 
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timr p^y* In the .mtdst bf tbe ft^* 
rodous group, the adixiu»!» ^e some 
iDartyr reaignied. fo jsieet hia do(m^leahl^ 
wUhlvs back againstihe wall, }m hands: 
i»9Qd in prayer» and bis eyea turned to- 
ward» heaven. Escapie was imiiossihle. 
He thought not of it ; and tbe serene 
oomposure that marked his usual man-* 
oer was wm transfoümed into somrthing 
of ; suJbUnaty. Seeing tfaat he stined 
n^» and as if strack with doubt hy his 
Statue Jike silence» a ruffian with a drawn 
sword in bis haod summoned him to 
answer if be was not Coligny ? 

. * Tbesame»' be replied ; ' young man» 
rfspect my boary bead«: . 

*' The villain instantly atabbed bim 
to tbe beart 1 rushed upon bim» tbirst« 
ing ; to, ayenge my master^s blood. It 
was too late; unnumbei^ weapons were 
pinnged into fak yet breatbing body» 
and». piecced with a multitudeof wounds» 
the ädmifaL expired. Hatred and te^ 
ineBgcf were not yet satisfied* It was a 

: ' . B 6 fearful 






ftttM : sight to nee ifae Uoodyt GoW^ 
tfaMi»in tliefintAoww of bis briUiimt 
and beautifiil youtb, but transformed 
into a fiend by the false idea th4t*be 
Was avengbig a dearly^loved fiidiev^ 
deatb, imist upon beholding with bb 
own eyes the breathless and bleeding 
body of bis guiltless foe; It wm tfaitmn 
ta bimfrom the window of tbe apart» 
ment into the oouit-yard below, wberef 
be awaited with impatience the cofti- 
pletioti of the deed e£ crime. I säw 
bim stoop down over the mangled cxMrse; 
I saw bim with a sa vage joy gaze ofi the 
disfigured feaftures of the dead, anxioüs 
to eonfhrm with double certainty what^ 
was already beyond doubt ; and finaliy 
Order the victim of bis furious passioDs 
ffom bis sight. May b^ yet find/bim-* 
seif, a bloody grave ! 
, ** At tbis momenl; the great bell of 
the palaos toUedv It was the morniog 
of the twentyi^barth of August--«4)f . th^ 
fastival of St Barthilienaii ; tiie stretts 

resounded 
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mx^unded with tbe ^udden 'ataä hottiUe 
try o£h4.^ Kill, kill/massacre^'tfaetHuigoi- 
' ^' sA.wbcdö pec^le^ lured to tbe capitai 
by ihe caiscsses and firotnises of a fait^- 
kas CDnrt^. wjece äuddenly abandoped 
ükeahtep tb tbe'^slanghter, and the mo^ 
niHrdi ivbo bäd lored them by thef bait 
of bisdetestablealliänce was tbe plaimei^ 
and spectalor of tbe scene. 

•* Tbe number of wretoiies who fled, 
baif naked and unarmed, to take ri^füge 
at f be «idmiral de Coligny 's; and vrfao; 
met from the guards now posted before 
bkf door tbe fate from wbidi tbey vain-i 
ly tfaoogfat to escape; announoed ta m 
\iritbur tbat tbe wock of destruction was 
b^un.. Upr to ith]^ moment I bad de^ 
fended myself, and received but one 
sHght Wound. 

" The borrible accöunts tbat every 
mdine&t were brought in, by oonvin^ing 
me tbat the murder jof my btnefaeto^i 
was only tbe prelüde^toa kif^*plaimdd 

and 
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mid ftanfiil iangBäy, tinmed nqr tlwagbts 
fiom my own duiger.to that of otheur; 
and how dreadful was the image tiuit 
tn>k poasesflion of my ipinci ! 
. ** All tbe !Pyate8tapts wen doomed 
to destrttCtkm* Amid the genenil q^m* 
sacve oould Teligny escape ? «^ ImpoB* 
sible ! as the 8on*in-»law of the admind^i 
as a CalvinisA captain, he was eqaally 
obnoxious : and what would heoDoe of 
bis wratched wiit ? 

*' Animated with> the deme of saring 
her, eveo if I could not preserve her 
hoshaiid, the thongbt n&w streng my 
nerves with tenfbid vigour. Lovestroi^ 
as death««^k»re that pur^ed, not that 
didiased tbe. soul, dhseoted my amv and 
won a passage fiv me throogli the as- 
sa«ln hosts* 

** I traversed the streets, already wet : 
and slippery with Protsstiint blood» and 
zoy heart heard bat one rmoe amidst 
the sbmks and yells of agony that tnet 
myear. The CathoUcsbltd adopted, td^^ 

distinguish 



tii^ äföiind the drMi tod X avfid3dd mj^ 
ieK öf fbis sytobol Vo pM» m ^safetf to 
her fot whode deaf Bak« alone my Itfe 
wäa \vorth my c^t*«f. What Mghte met 
ttiib& ey«^ In th^ way f What tigev» 
are tn&n whM transported by the ftny 
df savdg^ jiadsiom!. Pilldgd and de^ 
sträctiocr fitied up the meairüre otcnmä; 
md reteäge and murder itaikM abtMd 
untesttaitied: the holiest tie^ of kindred 
wörö rent aisunder — the tno^ saered fbel- 
itigs of tiatüre w6re di^r^garded. A h* 
ther Waft 6ta<]4)ed betw^n Ym twö «on^ 
6ne df whom shared bi^ fate, and the 
other only escaped by counterfeiting 
diMtb. The guardian of a rdyal itilixA, 
De Brioftf , the vetieräble göveittor of tbir 
prince of Conti/ struggled amldst a^hoM 
of assaisins, atid in the ^tee belief that 
südh innöcenee could not appeal in vafni 
tc^k th^ prino^ly child in hia arim, and 
hdd hiün up a^ a shield igaiiisi th^ir 
sacrikgkniB blovtTB. Vral hope ! neitber 
' childhood 
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^hBcHiood nor age wctre sacted *m thQ 
«yes of butdiers inflamed witb the mad« 
tiesa of religious zeal; and De Bnou 
was masiaered in spite of the reaistance 
of 1118 royal pupil, who with tears and 
dies, and all the artless eloquenoe of k^ 
fitticy, öxtended his little hands as if to 
presehre his governor from the iatal 
stroke ! Here you might see a bloody 
trarrior rushing through the Streits of 
Parifly mad with fury and carnage« and 
crying-^' Let blood ! let blood !* adding 
with infernal irony — ' Bleeding is a» 
good in the month of August as in 
May r there you might hear an aecursed 
priest, urging on the work pf havock^ re- 
mijiding the murderers of the Sidlian 
vebpers, and exhorting them not even 
to spare the infant at the breast. 

'^ In the midst of every sight and 
sound the most appalling tp human na* 
ture, through streets half choked up 
with dead bpdies, amidst the crash of 
ruins and the din qf arms» the groans of 

the 



tbe inoFdered, -and th6 imprecation» of 
the thurder^rs« I ' AiM Bpeedied onward 
until I reachdd tlie spot where all niy ' 
wishes centred. I arrived' at tfae iho-. 
ment of the eonsummatkMi of crime. 
Extended» ^a corpse, beautiful eren in' 
death» lay the süperb and gracefiil Te*. 
ligny — hewhom I had beheld, but afew 
hours before, the delight of every eyei' 
His death had been' üncommonly cruel, 
and repeated wounds were visible upon 
Iiis fraine. The dssassins who had beeil 
firist employed to dispatch him» Struck 
witfa a nameless expression of gradous* 
ness and sweetness that was diffused 
over his face, feit an unüsual toucb et 
pity, and others more steni Were em- 
ployed to contiplQte: the blow \ Arouddi 

bim 

* The reluctance of the assassins to murder Teiignj^ 
and tfae eaufe öf that reluctance, are facts, however 
Singular, that bappeaed as above related, and are men* 
tioned in the Memoirs of Sully. — "Charles, lordof T6- 
ligoy» in Rouergue, Montreoil, &c. married to Louise de 
Oüligny t he had soniething so sweet and amiäble in hit 
countenance, that at the massacre of St. Barlboloinew, 
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hka^wbafc a groupotet my vIew ! Eate». 
AflhevcUed, seftted;QD.tbe graund,. Lou^ 
ise hutig orev the inaumiEite remaina i£ 
Teligny: her long hair, now i^gleetiad, 
feil in loose masses qrcr bis pde ooifweu 
Her. daughter» ia an agony of infintiRe 
affiight; dasped: her fiimly round the 
nedc^ and! hid her taue, ia bar motfaer^s. 
boa<xn;: bat tfaat wratehedmotfaer, ffvtm . 
etttirdy to beo gsief, seemedi insensibler 
to the litde dinging! eafavaee» The 
dittd» on the contnry, tooi .}fioung to un« 
dMttalid the sad speotada of dealhf 
saemed more alive to pneaettk danger ; 
and gAsing on um witb ejisea dilated by 
tefror^. loosed heir hold, and with pale 
looks, and sbrieking sobe^ extended.hcr 
litde hinds towarda me» asüf to iinploie 
my protection. Aias ! she could not 
have made an appeal more forcible. I 

appit>adied 

thioHf peraoos who were firsi seat to a6sas«inate biin»> 
«toppödat io silspense, and bad not re^olution enoogh 
to strik« tbei \fiow,"^Notes to the Memoirt of Suiljf^ 
Jfo/. I. pagu 18 mnd 19. 
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approacbed her unfortutidte mather, and 
endeavoored to persuade her of the ne^ 
oefss4ty of fiigfat Bat she gazed on me 
wkh unaltered eye, and turned not fnom 
her melancholy charge. Aifl iction bad 
shaken her sweet reason in its seat, and^ 
she hski bat an imperfect donsciousnesa^ 
of wbat w»» passing around. Scareely 
aware of this, I renewed my solicitations^ 
and attempted with gentle force to take 
the infiint from her arms. The endea^ 
Tour to separate her from her diiM re- 
stored in some degree her recoliection. 
Expres^on retamed to her glazed and 
faded eye, and with it a k>ok of recogni-* 
tion that repaid me for all I had »idured. 

** Once more I heard her sweet voice, 
and she murmured«^' Öh^ Chastelarl 
-^faith^ unto death ! — ^tender and tme 
•^I dederved not tbis T 

* Make not my zeal ineffectnal then/ 
I frantickly exciaimed; * I can protect 
you dgainst the murderers. Fly !— ?fear 

> liot 
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qot to trui^t yovirself tq me with this 
precious infant. Fly» Louise^— fly !* 
< '* Sbe sbook her beftd with an psppr^Sr 
^on of mournC<4 bpt determinjed reiolu,^ 
tion. — * What, fly wit^ you» and l^ai^ 
hm , b^re ?* . said she, poip^ng ^o t|ie, 
bloody corpsp. ^ No,^ no, Chastelar,: 
never, never! But wby left ypu ray 
father ?-««Oh9 my poor father! — tb§^ 
bloodhounds must have ere this trackodi 
your 

'* A lool( I could not command in-»« 
formed her of thje sad fate that had oye^ , 
wh^ltned the admiraU an^ th§t duty qsi 
well as inclinatioD now bound me to her 
and hers alone. , 

' W|iatr sl)e Qried — ' the old man 
gpne too ! — could they not have pity on 
bis grey b^irs ? . Then, Chastelar, pro- 
teet — proteet my , child !' Sbe sank, 
dowi^ begide the body of her husband. 
The affrighted child relaxed her trem- 
bling hold. ^ I approached her. Louise 
was no more. 

" I now 
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*^ I no'w r^marked söVne blobd gouts 
on her garmeht. With eagemess M 
seärched for the sacrilägious wound. She 
Was unhurt. The wretched möther had 
been slaved from bodily hartn by the 
firm grasp of her little daughter, and the 
blood that flowed upon her was from a 
sUght wound inflicted by the assassins 
on the left side of the infant's neck. 
Even they^ when they could not sepa- 
rate the mother and ehild, recoiled from 
their fiend-like task, and thus had the 
cljUd nearly saved her parent ; bot grief 
had snapped the strings of life, and the 
v^ctim expired without a blow — with- 
out a wound.** 

The two girls, who during this fearfül 
narrative had clung closer around the 
81 re de Chastelar, now threw themselves 
into bis arms, while Rose excIainfed-~ 
" Ob, father/that scar ! — that child whom 
you saved from the massacre was Blanche 
-^my Blanche; but my sister only in 



name." 



"It 
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^ It was ; 4md now tbe painful oon* 
fernem of my ftu)t begins. Tbe last 
expresrions of her rootberi her solemn 
words of regret, her last adjuration, all 
«eemed to jastify me in my own eyes 
for never more ^epamting myself from 
all tfaat remained to me-of tbe woman I 
had so fondly, so vainly loved, True, 
Blanche was also tbe child of Tdigny, 
of tbe prefenred, tbe idolised Teligny — 
he for wb(»n she had poured forth her 
Ufe» as the last seal of love; biit she 
lookedat me with the eyes of Louise» 
she seemed to seek with confidence my 
protecting bosom, and I intemally toojs: 
a vow that she should be to me as a 
daughter, and should never separate 
from me more. I ba^ an asylum---^ 
bumUe one, it is true — to it I fled, 
.£x>m the horrible scene of streets iiUed 
with human victims, wbile tbe waters 
of the river ran purple with their blqod. 

" When the fury of persecutloD 
abated» I sought not the relations of 

Teligny, 



Teligny, to restooe my v^üBtaiy 
ehargc^-^thoae of CoUgny wereipniem- 
bed. Blanche I cboae ^ conBidearMii 

jpcficioiis treasar^ bfiqmatfaed tb lae;!^ 

>my adored mistrciss^ tot my consolfttioiw- 
arsaered velie, reaened from theartmiof 
faucied love, aod purchased «t :the ex- 
penoe bf blood and teara» as unitisg^in 
her Person all that remääned bf the ixias- 
ter I häd moKt vemerated, the. wöman I 

. had most loyied. 

. ^' I bave Boiv oon&ssed my tarinie-r- 
4iiat was ijse utmort extent of it. Jt 
waa in retirement that I first leamed 
tbe ittfamous ptoceedings» prompted by 
powerieas malice, againat my beloyed 
iDaater!s remmns.— iOb,CoIigny---oh» my 
mastec, ^ they have made thy haHtaision 

«desdate ! but it is in vasn that Ibey 
would try to extisignish the memorytof 
tby virtues; tbey may^.veil thy -por- 

^ixsiU but ^an they effiice thy :senene 
aflod. irenerable ' cQu^ntenance frem tbe 

whiohit is engoavc» ibr 

e ver ? — 
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ever ?<— -they may defaoe thy statues, büt 
ibere is a monument erected to tbee 
more duraUe than marble« Ages here«* 
after shall execrate the tyranny that 
brought thee to thy fiite, and ages, that 
«hall only darken the die of thy em« 
mies' crimes» shall see thy fame rise Mp 
purer and brighter on the bnoyant 
stream of time.'' 

^ And of what pretext did the poart 
avul itself," asked Blanche^ with a calm 
and unusually dignified air, ** for treat- 
ing my grand&ther with such unpreoe- 
dented severity ?" 

" The pretext» niy dear (fbr tyranny 
never wants one)» was, that the admural 
had laid a plan to exterminate the royal 
fkmily, and to place the prinoe of Condd 
upon the thrcme ; but the real reason for 
this base attack upon the adcniral*s me- 
mory, was an attempt to throw some oo* 
louvof justice /)ver the shameAil fadlity 
with which a sanguinary monarch had 
permitted a prince a^ blood-thirsty to 

gnitify 
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gratify the feelings of private vengeance, 
in the murder of one of the most up- 
nght and virtuous of m^i. . / 

- '* In the mortal grief that oppressed 
iny soul during the transactions of these 
faeavy times, the ordinary forms of 
mourning se^med to me insuffident to 
express my afiliction for the fiite of my 
beloved master ; I neglected my appa- 
rel, 1 suffered my beard to grow, and I 
know not to what exoesses I might 
have been led, by the grief it was my 
only solace to feed and nourish, if I had 
not been recalled to myself by peroeiv- 
ing the afiright and repugnance my as^ 
pect produced in my beloved Blanche. 

ft I then recollected also that I had 
otber duties to fulfil. The gentle Rose 
de TAubepine had drooped.too long 
ander my seeming neglect, and all of 
my affections that were not entoipbed 
with the sacred dead of right belonged 
to h^. . I found her suffering ünder the 
additional privation of a beloved father^^ 

VOL. II. c loss — 
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privatiDii whidi» although scMOse 
time antidpated, was not the less ae* 
verely feit I made a vow to supply to 
tbat lovdy nudden the place of the &^ 
ther, friend, and gaardian, she had lost» 
and daring the time sheHved (atraae 
too Short for my happiness), I kept my 
Tow. The hedth of my bdoved wife 
was undermuied at the time I manied 
her, and she survived bat a few monUis 
the birth o£ my little Rose. 

*' Then, Böse and Blanche, my cdnl* 
dren, my consolation, the thooj^ in 
which I had long indulged, of uniting 
you in the bands of companionsfaip and 
sißterhood assumed consistency. The 
relatiöns of De Teligny, if any survived, 
believed Blanche to have perished m the 
massacre; those of Coligny, although 
restored, as fiur as possible, to their'ho^ 
nours, have never made themselves 
known hy any inquiry. To preserve in 
her a relic of my bebved master, and 
(shall I own it?) dearer naistress, to 

shelter 



|iW:»gL<^ her fwiily.M» tHe :iet^»|n«>t J 
had myself embraced, «p^^e^^ ^; IM 
motives sufBdent, and I gave her the 
name of daughter — that.name which 
she abeady held in my love. — But, 
Blanche, you have grown up lovely, 
and noble in deportment, reminding me 
at onoe of both your parents — you are 
fitted to adorn a court; can you then 
forgive the innocent deceit that had for 
its object to shelter you from härm? 
and if, iii the various chances of the 
World, you should resume your former 
rank, will you remember, with tender- 
ness, the humble guardian of the Valley 
of Lorraine ?'* 

** My more than father !" exdaimed 
Blanche, throwing herseif at bis feet, 
'^ I know no parental care but yours — 
I never, but with life, can cease to bear 
in mind the love, the tendemess, you 
have she wn me. No, my father ; what- 

c 2 eve 
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ever be my fiiture lot, you must ever 
have the first place in the gratefiil 
Blancfae'a heart T 



«• i I 
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CHAPTER IL 



How slow for her tbe Steps oC Time must fall ! 
She looks through the casement's chequer'd glass; 
The clouds driye by, and sbe watcbes tbein pass . 
Over the city wall. 

Sbe bas sparkies of joy which soon subside, 

# 

Theo she weeps tili her soul is satisfied^ 
And then is tranquil, or seems to be soy 
But ever in love, if she seem it or uo. 
OÖTJB£'6 Taiutf translated by lord F. L. Govter, 

While the sire de Cfaastelar was thus 
tiadng the oourse of the past, and.flat- 
tering. (vidnly ilattering) himself with 
the hope that he had . cast . anchor at 
length in a harbour, tranquil, although 
not to be envied by the happy, a doud 
hung over the Valley of Lc»Tatne, which 
thieatened with the most serious evils 
the destinies c( its inhabitants. 

c 8 Henry, 



§0 tmtAif tOifBftn 0* tEA»dÄ. 

Henry, king of Navarre, who had as- 
sembled bis foroes at Rochelle, was en- 
deavouring to effect a junction with 
the army seitt öl* earijr' iii the spring 
by the Protestant princes of Germany 
to bis relief. 

T^hfe yöuh^ duke of Lorraine was 
connected by marriage wtifa king £tenry 
the Third of !Prance, whose sister Claude 
hch»le,po„^:«,a tiedukede 
Vaudemont, who, ön account of that 
prince's youth, shared with the duchess 
dowager of Lorraine the internal ad- 
ministration^ determined t^ oppose the 
free passage of the German auxiliaries 
tbröugh tlietttMte'df^hi^ltilM»!^^^^ ' 

r09i9tanee) the Gtei^V^e^ wmtiö« ft»« 

^tttll; mä l^e giMtlMti^ df ^t 9<)ttt« 
fhunic^^ W0ftf iQaitn^ii0i tö -äfpeäi HA^ 
dcfrtfaedYicdlbsmnief^siilfih^fle^. 1%AS 
was t(M3Um^ m h hetivy h«[4«iii^ hy 
thenebleoMn ^the v^U^ öf Leimtet 
They reprMMt^d tfaiti mm df ^tmA 
^4 were 
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were aged^ uniised to aught but peace« 
fiil pursuitSy and that, if their sons were 
summoned from them in their stead, 
none would be left tofollow tbe oocu* 
pation from which akme tbey derived 
tbeir subsistence. A subsidy was then 
piopofied^ to which diey equally ob^ 
jeßtad» dedaring their utter inabüity to 
nüiB the sum. 

. In vdn, Chastdar, who better knew 
the dispoflition of prinoea, widied them 
laäier to silfiEer some wrong than to pro^ 
▼oke the diike to the uttermost. Mes^ 
$age aftet message was aent to the Glass 
Valley» sequiring fortone and servioe» 
mä meeling witb the säme excttses» 
At length the duke, enraged» declared 
Ühe inhabitanta of the Valley guilty of 
aantttOMcyt ^nd awore that the vahied 
{»riidleges by which they had so long 
tnaintMrted their angahur State should 
OD longec be extended to them. 

. It waa then that Chastelar, though 
kmg ti:eafed. nith slight as a propbet of 
, , - c 4 evil, 
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ftffOorrt>f bir ditiregttA fai;atUben;;u.lie 
resolved to take a joiinie3r..ia; Ktncgr» 
wehere the youn^ duke of Lormnelidd 
his court, to throw himself . at tbe f^et 
of the duke de Vaudemont» and repue- 
sent the utter tnin to wiiich' he^ocm- 
demned the Community, andendeaiocivr, 
by prudence and Submission» .to dfakon 
a mitigatiori of the/sentence. Hosecatid 
Blanche saw with apprefaentton; äietfiU 
tigue and ehagrin to whieh their fiidter 
OKpösed himself^ in brävirigi akxie t&e 
resehtment of an irritated coart— ^' .^iy 
girh," Said the old soMier, ** in this'läS^ 
rien sans petne-^pELihnwi iabour, eitfaar 
öf body or mind, form the appoMiCed 
price we must pay fdr all tfaat obtains the 
esteem of each other or the fiivoür of 
Heaven. Wbat^shall be the eventof 
my jourtiäy vemaina in the handa of 
Frovidence. * God, if it is his good plea^ 
sare» can.ehdue my Ups witbwkdom to 
move the duke*s hard beart, - At dl 

events» 
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tventSf diity coQüftiaQdft me to laake the 
essay~*dtt1y, that dictated the motto 
of the Chastelars— 

* FÄI8 C£ QUE D0t8 
AdVIENNS QUE POtJaRO.** 

» . ■ • » 

With tlu8 maxim in his hciart, and 
with ixuiny a tender diarge how they 
dioold ccMsdttct themselves duiinir his 
\diort absenoe» the sire de Chastelar bade 
Arewell to the t wo daughtere , of his 
tove^ and took his soUtaiy way to 
-ühausy. ; ; ^ . 

"The :iniportant Communications le- 
tförded in the last chapter had imparted 
a shade.of thoughtfulness to the man- 
ners of Blanche/ Her feelings were di- 
vided on th§ sutgect With the idea 
of Cadet le Perle arose a secret plea- 
sure in the consciousness of being bom 
to rank and title, as biinging her nearer 
lo the lofty object of her first and only 
.tove.: when again she thought of Rqse, 
a pang pressed upon har heart that sh? 

c 5 could 



Mais li^'mgev iÄ mUHy «dlOter iiHvn 
und ihcf ^uli (f^ly rMMdItf ihneU to 
the change, by resolTitff tlM 4ia 0V«p 
should be sister in her love. 

*' I think» mademoiselle de Teliguy," 
said Rose, as sbe sat in her favourite at- 

iuiiä' het i>rf^t Kbir <!«MP düiideMfy imm 
ifbihib^*» ch^, ** tfM stitt' tff yc«r iM^ 
risson bdght« tb ddsr; tMit lelHK MrM btß- 

you are ädkno#leS^ed %* y«it smM* 
kin, married to your gallant kniglf^ mrä 
fkt rettldired Wwtt the «*li» l^löy?* 
''Do ndt; «Ih; ^ nM, lt<»lier «iM 

^al nam«-^^ -nütM batbfeii 4n bi«0ii 
and teafs!* Alas, ' ttiy' t*l«v^ WUm t k 
sönikds Imt as mdökery to m€i Rcnt 
many aeddents mtiM eoM^fe -t«'t£ialtt 
my lofty Krth tfraü «wlf mA OtihM 
hope'i wiltlest di«aM ti^ gMtlfie^, ülnift 
^oti that ati^t eoold yM& lit^ ditjtfi*f> 
lalnt separated ftoi« ytMi •> W^ Ito4e{ 

> together 



^Qg^jslßt tiffi hoxf p«8$ed:tbfe dayi ^ in*. 
funjyi^togälhet sblA^ed. each ffaüdisik 
Sport and pOteaiurer— one God we hare 
woryMppefl, one fatfaer bave obeye^ 
miuä oAeinatte tore borae tili «) w ; Moiff 
jure tiiie^tiea tbat: con riever be r^ asuh- 
der^ «iid wbaitever Fate may haive iii 
afcne fitf rae, you imiat share it, or I ra^- 
jgd ithe faoon*'' 

. Wldfe flu» the tiflde paased away 
l^ikh theae löväy sist^rs in soul, the 
jASes faecame suddenly oy&XBBtt a vicv 
lolit atorm waa.faeard in iüs firsC matter-^ 
ingri td tfareateti the valley^ and present» 
}y the heaVens were one sheet of Iivid 

jBime. 

Bboicbe beheld the phenomenon with 
awe, hol her mind, cast in heroic mould» 
was >a (ttEangfsr to phy sical terrors ; not 
ao poor Rose^ who, hdpless and scared 
as ayoimg bird beneath the tempes^ 
oould find no rafiige from her fears but 
in her aäqpted ristef a bosoin. 

The Wrathful fury of the elements in^ 

c 6 creased. 



sbbok their faumUe ^dMittiig, im^ le^ 

leqgth faematbjtbe fdKUS tof mmtal^lei)^ 
rorp.>i''He oMifis >to (ir^be^ tbe - mi»* 
proud and sinAii thoughts.tbt^.stoif:» 
fastily gs I denied theia» stofe tyaAwiirm 
into my soul. Oh Ood, forglve theni^f ! 
atid sbetsunk on her.kiieer;a6:abe spdsie, 
in which actiön she was acoocöpBjbidd 
hy Rose, wlio, bendiiig berloi^ly bdad 

tofthestorm duriiigthi«.aiffi]lviftitiKtTOiv 
oontinoed to pray deeply aiid ferventiy.. 
i.f\At length tbe rage of tbs! tenij^t 
abatfd. ;A dehige af rain d^goendittg 
floeöted fto iquench tiie fiery heat of the 
atmospbere. By d^^rees it becatne 
iQOPe isKüodemtir^ and seemcid oebfi to;&U 
in quantities sufficiäfit: to: refreab tfae 
eartb. Large . luoent dr opst noUed üam 
^irery verdaiit Jeaf / in tbe vaUey». and 

berb 



ib» j^mätii^nävmiee; ^^ ^^ • >o '> 
vSuddenlf a beautiful ndtibow 'määe 
iUiM viAhlei H bft)^ened, : deepened» 
'tfiidiM;I]e»gth sMmed tö apaä. tfae s|kH; 
wfae^'Bttunk^te'wd Henryk had so öften^ 
waiidemdLUJ^^vLosoky lobk^* cried Kose, 
ber spfaits ^svtving with r€lvm% na- 
tore} '' ^h^tne^ym, Blanehe:?vä:mni' 
hoWfbmt 4he fint (thatrhäs/äppetfred 
smije Ae depiarted. Wbatsays:the:iDtnen? 

'I AM TBE HABBINGER OF I^IQHT aKD 

? rj.Biaiieiie was u^saally affected by 
<tMft BfipUcation cf Heniy's last soleinn 
paiting wolrds-^rwords wfaieh upfto this 
iiibi|i€fit bad remauiisd' wtapped in im- 
peoetittMe ofaGkxuity, Äid yet inivrhic& 
ilie trasted wiÜi love\s unqueationi^ 
faith. . i ; ' ' ' 

- *<! cannot iiemain longei',** excteimed 
tfae eyaraetive^ Rose, starting up, ** mtfa* 
ontanquiriiig wbether cur kindnei^b* 
botirs bave not reeeiVefl sdnedto&dfui 

detriment>~ 



SB jmoYFomrcM of rlakcb. 

only to think of my cmn temm jßüt 

. MpudiewouU not Ue beUodharid in 
thfti ttoik of kumanifty; aotfl tbe .ivo 
girle salied foitii togtther into the ifd- 
ky, M^Atme ä sigbt miel their eye^ vUdi 
had tbe ieflfiKst 0f imnifidiateljr auopeDd- 
-iD^thelr benevolent poipobe. 

We^ed in m harmvi^ add {iootipitaiis 
p«rt 0f Jlte yaUey, was an eqpn^i^fiom 
trfiich wme ladies ndbiy drefsed had 
alighted during the storm, Whidi' ap- 
peated to have thtottcned the horacB and 
the irehidb älifce with deatiuetion. Sb- 
reisi hwaetaveh and pages» the one hay- 
ing fisfauD^ 'i^h^ Jehrified beabte i^gainat 
(ilie trees» Ute otbers huvw^ lighUlgr ran 
at oneb at Ibe istäik of däoger, appeaxtd 
surrounding the prindpal lady, wbö, 
wild witk Cerrpr, ieehaed,. like Roae and 
-Btanöh^ tpr hai^ 90ught, by.iprayer in 
•the hoiHr.tf danger^ to depveoate an^,«^ 
Ifeikded^ Giod; Imt not l&e lUse and 

Blanche» 



with reviving nature. Her coüatenaine 
WäA iM^rd j»ä feiiiftfl-^4ter hair'pänly 
ffl^äVäted i äMi ^« ih^häd coitfe )ft^ 
fteeiy «6 ä^lf, A»d 'Wläte slfti y^t-lay 
in %he äfirimdf här dtteitAants, «heinwl» 
ter^ i§6ttn^ df d€f«{> . «lid '^lom jfn> 
{iort It tfis mudi ti> lye' ftuted fhat 
«Mi^eüM« ftided fhe «wMi vbioe <(f th^ 
^Aiehls, ätld bad ftMn^^tiftd 1lM> IgicwU 
fing ptufii tträt (lad bofwed be» haaghUf 

m 

n^facM^ tbe t\Mliemlm mha (veaMd 
round her seemed both to be ladies c£ 
dUftittötien» i«f lä* df fiifperiov «Mjdsty 
tttitfked the nö^-'TCvi^^g «träQjgev; Md 
«Ire ^^ßdfitd Hose «nd Blandtt^s öIBmAs 
df ^}stAfiE6i^ witb a loAy eourtietry/ <h»t 
r6Minddd Rosig tif I^ vlsienä of qtt«enfli 
«AI Bluic^ of Cadet l6 Feirl«. 

" We f hähk jrotir kindne^^** said i^, 
in teffy iti tbiä¥ enCt^atythat she wouid 
acoept the hos{>!tiffiieyof tbe eoCtage st 
fb« i^^fi " teStesSlaaetit We eay« «ot 

ftMV 



foi; fait • &* Jbottn cest would te Aort 

'^ ^ I grirife, noUe lady,*^ lesuiiMd 
Bkaidie^ /' that the aUa^iee of the me 
de.CbattebriiriU j^t^evenft the honouraof 
cur homefixNn being perfenned in a 
guise «uitaUe to. yovi raqk and jnerit" ; 
'^ What, are «ye . tke daughle» o£ a 
Clia«telar ?*" i^eamoedthe atr^ngcar, fixing 
her penetrating ejes, on them: .f' thm 
are ye noble. . Well I rememberr the 
naine. A Chastelar onoe aimed at the 
sttn» and was Uaated by ijl|B hrighfe* 
neaa^ * ' . * • < ' ' 'r ' ■ ■ ' ' '^ •! ^ '.' • • . i 
\ The g^rifc as w^U hoBomwg the diaat« 
lioua atory to whi^h sbe allu<)fd« hung 
ffewnitheir headß.in blushiiiig acknow- 
Jedgmait ; while tbe stianger tum^ 
lotone of the Ißdks.wbo acopoipanied 
iw, and oaMr-*' My good d'Uzcß, thkik 
you not tbat the slender forma pf these 
t#o nymi^ of the Valley might find 
apace within our chariot ?" 
The dame d'Uzes, with the readiness 
i'' with 



¥ftf!i if4)lcb|te]«Qi«B']4^ lx> tlie'fttitftty 
of an undisjMited superior,. ack^^Mwt^tive 
dflS^r^acoeitiBiodiitton ofa'}^^ fiom 
öne df tbe MtoAdlint ^«li^, a»ii^.iMM 
K» pKiee^ wbieh-'frcAii >htf ?am^^ h\dk 
prevedl^Atte 8ufl|0ieiii ittoclbe ^aeßinnc^ 

^ And tkSW that'tbis /ormmto is over- 
psst,** Said tfae ocAMümilding «tran^r^ 
,'• we may virtitäi^ ta proeeed witU/sadi 
guides li>to4;he Glass Valley." I > 

She iliotiOned r to' tbe girls t0 aao&ad 
the^ Vtihiele \dth oourtcäy, Imt with^tlie 
air of <xie wbose will had never bMn 
disjMit^ ; and Rose and Blanche fonnd 
themselyes, with astonishment, instead 
of anibling upon palfreys (the higbest 
of tbeir nistic ideas of magnifiocoie^ 
moving along in an equipagfe of wbick 
tbey bad bitberto bad no opportunity of 
forming a conception**^. 

As 

* Tbe surfMrise of Rose and Blanche at the sighc of a 
coach will not be reekoned too great by the reader; who 

remembera 
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Aft thejr advftMB^ into the vidley the 
pvöspwi increftMdi and deepened: in 
bMütjr; und the stranger, whose taste 
on weipy sulgeot seemed to be muoh ex^ 
enmed and refined, could bot refrain 
ftoni an admiring exelamatioai R<M$ 
retumed it with an »iswering smKet 
trat the floot« theoghtfol Blanehi» hüng 
down her head and #ept 

'' Why thofle teai^ ?** said' ti|e TitllDr. 

*' Lady,** räplied Bkihehe, ^I cantiot 
«shoose bnt gri^ve when I think how this 
k)^^- «betie, whieh caUs fbrth you» gm. 
KÜkmB pt^dses, nay soon he fiiled wiiih the 

ti^ods 

• • . ^ i i ' 

remembers tbis passage in Thuanus: — '* In the year 
1588 tfaefe weW onl^. t^o chariotk at Court-^tbe qiieen'^ 
«ai-liNige, änd Utttdf DiaUft, natural daii^ttf of Heiiry 
tdie' l^otl4« Tbis &sbiofi was jtut. iotroduced from 
Italy, at th^ latter end of Francis the Firstes reign. The 
first iu the city belonged to Christbpher Thuanus, after 
he was chosen president of tke parliämelit; hut ndtber 
ii4 nor bis wife used it, ezcept for excursions into the 
country. On other occasions madame de Thou raodestly 
jcontented bernelf with- .riding on horsebaick beM^ a 



▼eSteir of wo uidiktaaentalionr find' o«f9 
anllBlig the firiC" . 

'' Jbicteed ! How read fB this ?" flaid 
thelady;, n^th an äii* df mmsaa) ioter 

^ SecaiHBe^'' mid Rosö, rackUed to the 
subjbcl of tiieir faibitaal ftäl^ by Blancbe^ 
flonbti^, ^<^y tiiteaicfn to di^pnv« the 
Glass noblemen (of whom my father if 
one) of ibeir priviiegei, and to> drive 
thötn Irom theif hbmi^i" 

'' Ye erpeak lii riädtes^^ said tfae lady^ 
qtllekiy. ^ Oh wfaat pteteKt ü auch 
»{ip«eäsk>ii exercned ?" . 

:KäMb^ took «Ip tfati discounis««'^^ The 
duke de Vaudemont,'' sbö anstvvrodi 
^ is lissembfing tto&f^ to twistthe 6er- 
ftiän inv<asion of Lorraifie.*, afad becnnstt 
dijr pöor valtey eoiM not futtiish its com 

TKe fiCf ffi%er Hilit her dai4c broiAi.^ 
^ lieihMw my heart^ Yaudemoiit is 
0V6tpQKii f rfie ^xdbiitied« '.*^/ We**^* 
^ ISkä fOAmd^ tadiitose de ßhastdar 

observed — 
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observed— ^My iather says our noUe^ 
are not whoUy free from hkme. Better 
were it to endure some rtraits than pro- 
voke the powerfbl duke. He is a pioüs 
prince, and little wonder is it that he 
shöuld look with a jealöns eye upon the 
Union of the Protestant princes of Ger- 
many with Üue Hugonot king of Na. 
varra'* ; . • 

"I cry you mercy,*my little : stqtes- 
woman !" replied the lady, smiüiig. '* If 
it ' is wtitten that the Hugonots tmist 
prevail^'we can but pray toGod inprätiißh. 
But your &ther appears to be an eider 
of the Valley ; what part has he taken in 
Öiesetroubles?'' 

Here Blanche, enoouraged by. the in« 
terest ttie lady seemed to 8hew> drew a 
picture of the former peaoe and happi* 
ness of the Valley, the cheerful indigenoe 
of its indüstrious and gentle inhabitants, 
and the venerable antiquilyof the Privi- 
leges by whiqh their humble existenoe 
was seoured. She next painted the ini- 

sery 
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seiy the threatened destruqtion of those 
Privileges would cause : despair gave her 
eloquence ; and the energy and sinoe- 
rity of her manner, set off by the ex- 
pression of a very beautiful countenahce, 
interested her auditor to a degree she 
was at no pains to conceaL She did not 
weep, for her disposition did not seem 
of the weeping kind ; büt it was evident 
Blandie'is eloquence had exdted in her 
mind some compassion for the distresses 
of the inhabitahts of the Glass Valley ; 
and Rose and Blanche could not forbear 
iancying that the interest thus excited 
woüld be, in some way ör other, produc* 
tive of good. * ; » 

Whatever she feit, the incognita waved 
the subject for ^the present, and seemed 
intent on drawing the two fidr reduses 
into more genfsral conversation. Her 
manners, at once dignified and engaging, 
possessed a playful amenity which recal- 
led the confidence that her majestic air 
might have repeUed. It was evidaat, 

she 



ahe had pfopusd the . entawnce of ^mh 
jooBg hcrapeB iato her oorriage iiuäi 
sfae mig^ jii4ge/af tiieir «hiiitkt m ^mi. 
vnsatkm, umntemiptoi by.the preoenoe 
qf h» caBqpaniciis ; &r m the oeorae of 
tittir Short träfet, the äwrted sab)eots of 
fariouA and tfiffbrent hBfiart, and ap- 
fiMred to note their Observation^ \vJ|tb a 
degtce of attention not; to be expeeted 
m One samueh their aupepior injesperi» 



. Rose observed that the dark and pe^ 
netrating eyea o£ theatcanger wem nu»& 
fte^piently tunted upon Blandie . thas; 
v^oH hersel^ wkh a de«p and pieming 
scrutiny ; but still a scrutiny of that flolh 
terkig/ sort witb ^hieh a Yisitor may re- 
gwd a h»Tely »d distiagiiished.femafe, 
hftiahose^oiirre^rt hß» already taughk 
her jto fi»m ao adva nta g to iis prapossefr» 
^ÜPXL liappily, the:l^sw& of the mar-^ 
tiididt aisid the pöetChaatelar had luattinea 
thronoi^^wey ; jso that, wilAi the excep?« 
tion of a ttttle. beoomifigvdiffidence^ 1^ 

conversation 
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odttversation and mannen of these two 
young damsels were in no way dififerettt 
fiom tbe most polished lady of the 
OQiirt. 

Arrived at iSie ootiage of the stre d« 
Cfamtekr^ the exdamations and regrets <^ 
the train were nuinerous at d[ie idea of a 
lopg delay ; for the means of aeoommo» 
dation were so seanty, tihat thejr could 
iiot but fbresee gveat uioonvenieDoe to 
tlieBieelves» bowever' the qmckly-can- 
eeived propössession of tJieh^ prlneifNil 
might be gratified. 

The dame d'Uzes, with thati^Mtof 
ftuitless retrospection in which söme 
peevifth persons love to indulge, eould 
not forbear observkig» that had the pflorty 
Mt out earlier, so as to have the chiy be- 
fiire ibem, which was her advioe, tbey 
would not have been overtaken by the 
stOTm in the Valley. 

** Thy remarks are always equally 
well chosen and well tio^ed, my good 
dfJzeSy and^ I acknowledge my error in 

too 
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»mwüKII iiflMniMirlMiittWRttte ^^MsiAr 
upon« ^nili ilhwgt [II iitü iiiflifcp .ii» 

ing dreams,* said tbe patriot to üiiiiMflfi» 
eareid* oMMita^ 'mminf^rxffimmnfoit- 

anoe lh a»l i 8 yma«MBg'»<l!B8Ü(Hteatf;)mJ# 
, niiiwiiriiiuiiBlBiiiilwinimifc al lliilliililu 
6he,?feanHld.k>i(lMrjnth «i'*citoQ«Ngii|t 
«ir» and ttUt^'' Amdi mt ymi Iw^HN^ 
quakitedjffithitiie ftgAwed imwi nf IiM^ 
renso de Mediti» gmnamadi the>iMil||P<iK 
ficmttfnay lowly:iii3r#f;tb^indley^i«f# 
'' My uncle iiat:l<»ft iwa^ io ignQWü 
of: IM n«iSe:thlitcl)Mi»<aftight <^^ or 

tbejJttfigiiißcMt and Costso de :MeiJni 

. ..!' ^4ild whQ«e&» tbe diatinetiaiif^ 
saidr tbetkßtrMigf» .- . ; . 



ki i> ' < 



tc . ".BecÄise; 



"" Becwiie»'* replM Bfambe, .*' tliejr 
QOinipted tke Floreiitines^ hy iiitrch 
dttdng luxitfy ii^ tlie yid« ci Arno ; 
MhJ» un3wtl»^4peekMttnMMof&ther$ 
oCtImr ocHiiiüry» bdCMK hw womit en«- 

A stiwi|ar preMuie er» Um arm of 
Biuu^» by the dame de Stuves (tbe 
^iidlady ^tlie party)» amiomwed that; 
ibr söme reaaon, diis was a dmgerous 
aniyeet ; but Blanche» inatead of (Uke 
m^ awkward person) looking round, 
Iriluahing, oc making a daad pause» with 
instont and graoeful self-posaesston» 
-dnnged the conversation. 

The lady, who had at first läit her lip 
^ad ooloured indignantly at Bknche's 
iree avowal of her sentiin^its» noticed 
tliis dexteiity with the approbation 
whidi artists in every line involuntarily 
bestow upon merit of the kind m which 
they themselves exod.*---** A clear and 
noble spirit» on my trutfaT die mur* 

voh. II. D mured ; 
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uuied: f^a mindr^a chariKster, jo2ned 
taa beamog thtt would saift athraoa" 
Blanche, on her part^ looked on the 
stranger with admiraf ion-*«uoh , adjRii- 
ration aa the devoted hird may be ^jji^ 
posed to feel for the golden and g^ud^r 
gnake that fixes its fasdnating eyes oo 
her. The figure of the lady was. ridi 
and noUe : time had ^nid^ntly toudied 
her fine form and face, yet still mqdi 
ren^ained to teil that she had once beoD 
.beautiful: her dark piercing eye, fine 
fohned nose, and fuU vermilion Up, st- 
togetfaer oomposed a . phy siognomy at 
onoe lofty and attraotire ; and she well 
khew • at times bow to exehange . her 
glanoe otcomcnand f<H* a smile of inde- 
scribable sweetness. Her dress was rieh 
and well fashioned, and theelastic hose 
of silk, an ürticle of appareL but. just 
tbeh introduced, set off to. t^e. greatest 
advantage the-4)eauty of a w^^tumed 
ande-r^ beäuty üf which, to jan^dvaüced 
.age, she still contimied to be .proad. 

We 
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We are told, that in tboser fatsd^mesi 
where plague taints^ the air/^trodueing 
death to the vessek li Agering on theiir 
^ofä^B, sfaips that have touched there, if 
QUi^pected . of hä ving caiijght ^ tbe ooivta« 
gion, are obligied; by st sigAÜScairt en«ign» 
to giTe warniög of the danger öf tbeir 
approacb ; but tbere is no such safeguard 
agäinst the introduetion öf depra^ity 
into the abod^ of peace and innocenq^ 
Vice cannot; be cotnpeHed to hoist th( 
ydbw plague flßg^ aä she nears her bark 
.to Virtue's domains ; but toö often, ra^. 
ther^ appearing under tbe colpurs of her 
opposite. 8be öbtains a safe and easy 
passport to her prey. 

The lady, with that lofty disregard 
of ttifling itKSonveniences wbich alik? 
diistinguiahes great uiinds, whethergreat 
in evil or in good, had eontinued con- 
versing with.the girls, apparently sound- 
ing tfae deptb of tbeir understandingSi 
unmindful of fatigue-^unmindful of the 
dao^pnesa of her gaf ments, wbich tb^y 

D 2 had 



had repöaWcll^ litged hki fa chätf^." At 
length stie yiäded to 'th& ^htrekti^ ^df 
nerfeihate companions, ah'd'i^üräd"io 
an Inner aimrtmeni/'wKtith^r' thä'knfiles 
Iiad oriäered tÜ'b^ öönveyed'^cme of 'thfe 
valises 'coh'täÄg «er cl8th*.*^'-'Sh^^ 
cusfed hersetf fiiim acc^püng th^' ' attefi- 
dance of Hose atld Blfah<ihe,"^itK'äH'eiil^. 
nestness wfaich' ihti^kti^ fhti^Tt wAftft^r 
recd ' wish to dispön^fe'' Mi' it!""«^. 
howWver, *' oh hos{At&M^ Hhobitits 'iU- 
ient," insinuated hei* slbrlddr"ifctt'm 't>^ 
tween the lädles b'O^iries aM Bt^SäoV^, 
tn Order tö'ascertain ihkt 'tK^thifi^^W^s 
tacking'fo tbe cörtifoi't bf th&iAfoMb mik- 

ggj.^ »' .- •' • ■ ' ••• »-^- •- ;t 

'Blanche was going *to foUow her *€*- 
ampH Wheti she'Wai* surprised by a 
Blight strüggle, Whlbh was feUbwed by 
thä dööi^ Viitig hölteA witbinsid^. ^' An 
indescribatyie fe^Iing of akrm now^to^k 
' possiession bf 'Blanche*if ' mind*; Tiigue, 
yet agonisiihg feaxs fbr tke sttfety of her 
slktät-^ieatfs'tiAitHeif tioBte'mi»^ mtAd 
^^^ have 



f 
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h|iy^ 4i8^4f]7«ci j^p pptertein.vppp its owQ 
ppoomjf,^|^e4,J|er upon this uq^cfjpjipt, 
ftt>lffjf%85p|i. ^^^^,U?ten^, bu^t hear4 
i:^9jjghtjTrPaye^ ^P palpitätion§ 9^ her own 
j}ept|t. ^^^Kf^i^tly^,^. fajnt, »hriek fronj 
^l^s^ jind j^,ffll)» .w,f|re pudible— then all 
W«»rcsilgnt- ,. !p^i,cie ; ag^p atteippted 
t^. fo|:q?^;^e,^iVjl)pt it resisted hp^r 

«l»^'/ J^iW ßSPny pf tpn'or, and no^ 
J^99]7ing ^^at:, sl^e did, sheTiuhed intp 

|j^e^9VteK .«paritment» and vainly endea<- 

^ui^;|to^9fmn|t tbe lapse of time before 

^b^.c^^ ^jp^tiW(Should end. ' Sucb 

^;?ta;t^f9f;,^iqtu4e was top d|stws«in« 

)9^S ilP!<b3Y^i t^^^ lx>me ; and she was 

not doomed long to suifer it * In about 

^entrinimilbes tl^e, noble stranger i^in 

li^ldei her. appearance», ^legantily arrayed» 

-tief eyes and Ups. beanning jfriüi g^ances 

.q£ benignity and smiles of ,gia(^^^sn$ss. 

tSose acoompfuiied her w^H.^U^t i^- 

jq^i^; her eyes weret indeed ^d, and 

, i^]>( chee)(; p^le i(a very iHiusi^d tbipg 

bmük tkö?), but hpr maiimr .beirsyed £;iy 

• * — 

^j^r BS . Symptoms 



on ffir^döhtniiy, ttiei« wa» in htr Mi'ldid 
countenance an a^iptitaince* df fet^^ned) 
thb^gli mdaridic^y detei*fniiifittoir, ^südi 
as Bhhihe'bbd ktd6m wftniested' ini het. 
THe^trangefranttounced hi^ Ifttentiött 
of proceedmg on her joomey 'in 1^ c68L 
of tfie evtening ; and While h«r repftft 
-Was preparing, beeame more aai&^tlit/tt 
gradöus and bdrafniunicativ.6. Shelniift 
a-dita^ter, ^ke said, well taaamed, atld 
^lettled ät Nancy, and that 'wfas Ili«^el8a6- 
dkm of her joumeying into "Lon^a^j-^ 
^"Mly daügfater Claude," shie eotititHied, 
^' Will he impätlently counting fb^ htfttHs 
*tiE y^e'taae^t, and that must ne^ds ^hoil^Hi 
« idflit ivlüdi'the unexpeeted g|jaods Iüb 
txiftige'^xlHbito ntight oth^rwise leoi^ 

-"Rose'c^üld tearcefy 
^pÜksürS <#hen I9ie dso^k sttiuigifet lü- 
WmHceä h^ iift^itiM n6t iö itkphi- 
*mtmm9rysifi WbBfe BUhcbfe pöÖfdy 
H observed— 
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I^e4 "iiöyiAfeughter Claude» wi^.paj 
i}BQMd4s/%r tbe:duj(^e88 of Loimn^-^ 

y^vgoo4.J%. Sftjives and IKIJirt« be^t^ 
i|nijt:tlie^ (^noot dtscoTer % ua appke 4&- 
Vfir^bfi.mdre wUvQAii^ thao. iqei» dt«- 
pitirae ? ^ . iWhat say ye, l^iaa,^ .tQ;m«lti^ 
dayicea? it is a pleasant. paaläini^ m4 

..^3!!he.art c^tp^kiagdevices^^^hic^'had 
Jk»^.been :a;iliyoilirite aiQu^em^t ii^th 
4lia ladiea t)f Francs» wä3 *iAmö6t un- 
known to Rose and Blanchej j^ho kn^fr 
J90iiaitsmQis öf it, bqt tte ii«bily igpotto 

:*f fimat. cbame it yr,?re/' obferyedthe 

^sAariger, '^ l^t jpaidf^s 9Q.aQß<^P^S^ 
40 *:all dse sfaoiild : ytmt tW ^9l4|^ 
yäsown, as it were» to the arts.practised 

- ^, .- D 4 by 



56 «tKM»' irditJ&tA t^ iviCüce: 

t 

'hr tbto Mt' M'^gfyr ^«iii^ 4ii^ 

of Soots, and niece of Francis bf^M- 
nitie, «iöätfed ih\&U' acäSin^li^^t ; 
nay, qneefif CüatfiWbltf b6f&l^^AcP4i$>t 
disdainlt WWt ^»li6heäir1Bstli^til& 
ae fV)ss€, in bis Idiiiüiöus'ti^tiläböfi'tUe 
subject? •Adevfcöiia^paWfcrtilbiirid 
irat& concetto, whidli h Made by hidaliia 
of a sitnilitade or compariidn, lidViJig^ 
'^or that purpoM tlie flgure of sotncftbäig 
«ither natural (so it be not bttniai]^/ dr 
ttrtificial» Aocompanied witfa acute/ ifäl)tl^ 
bottdse words.*^ , , . ; ^ *. . k «^ 

« He fiirther extols it/' addäd inädttthfe 
de Sauväd, *^ by saying^ th^t as a dngle 
tay of the^un may illtiniinate ä tov^tli» 
iSü ä Single device enlightehs tbe sub- 

** And he obsefv^es that it is an indf e- 
ment to wdll-doing,'' subjoined tbe datüe 
d'Ü^es f ^for that he who bas onee pro- 
pöunded ä idrtuoas sentitn^t in k üe- 
vice, is ob%ed ever aftet to appear 1:6 



,y^}e(l/ife,» Jt is %.iainl?9?ir*T<paWeiji 
^(, restor^ iiwqHÜlify, iri^i^be legepd 

pjSj, 4?^ gCEtE JHABBIN$tE»^pF I.IQHT 

,,,^be lß4i^^:D^ jSf^qve}. and JDUa?» 
lookedat ^ch other mth § vety, singi^lar 
^p^ei^cm, 9^ ooupt^nqppe :, l^tf Blfinche 
f^tfs . if. t^^ ypr^.had pe^etrated to 
^ yery oeptre. qf her^h^ai^ : »he. f vpp 
^ougbt %he strangor's dm'k <ey^ were 
-tum^ upon berself with marked ex- 
jßresaiot) a$. she utter^ t))|»q.TT" Was it 
posabl^? did they aqpov^ice, ;t^ fnl^- 
men^ Qf )ier ever-iegretted .lover'^ pn^ 
.||he(^?," mqrmpr^ upoQ her Jäfs,**tit 
J&eir last sad parting in the Valley?" 
Well did she remember Henry's mys- 

s $ terioos 



^i^^ y^ms^'^ • The l^lM^^ itet 

spiLfis Ah keavens, yet hefU&'i^ SiKM^fb 

' The wondfoüb «tnmgei* hüd |äMiibite. 
bed tbose Word« tbAt mte tb6 ]p)MpMt 
tb Blanche's heart. 9hfe remeiAbferied 
too tliät her itnvil Ikad bfeen'vctuldty 
announced by a real rainböw ädbtftitög 
' tbe ftpot wbere Btahöbe and &et löVer 
bäd last vnet; atHl CMnal a« tRW bc^i- 
Häenäe mti6t d^mtily hav^ beeit/k coiild 
not fail of inaking Hs Stnpites^oti ött^a 
beart prepared for the edtHince of ^p^- 
stftiori, by the admittäM» of It>i^. 

Ever accustotned to coRiMatMi ber feel* 
ings, and tö disdain oofDpläint, Blanclie 
was not awale öf nthat a dteary attd 
comfortless ^araeter they bad lätely 
been, bnt 1^ the ^iddeti illuminatiM df 

• Sc© Volume t (Aiapter VIII. 



jmpd^yt^ buoyaildjr ^ bwrt^,thi34^fo* 

.«wA^ ^HteÜf bke tbat of.^^kwi pf 

Jjlg^t lieaqaing on a beoighted ftavetter. 

l^jgt iupl^ foU^we^ iqt bj aqtioQS» she 

was fprced to adknowledge t^t ttill Jüh 

;^hing,could be more unaatisfa^Jir 

.Un^3^B|aütt9cL Was this, lady fo be the 

^ag^t'by whose metoä H^ry ütrat.tobe 

.fgsj^X^f^ to her? Was iiot their ulti- 

H)^ ^reunion the covert meaöiog .of 

JBgpry*tk pbsoure expre^sipiiS ?. JEIow 

_9tlis^tbi3 to.b6 furtheretd by tbf ^eiC- 

I,pfi0ted ^t^tiai^tence «he had.this day 

^rmed? and what oonfiexioii .€cmld the 

mfgestic stranger have with, her üii6? 

All these questions Blanche repeated 

npidly to herself, but the more she re- 

flected, the more the case appeared 

Wrapt in inexplicable mystery« Cduld 

sbie but learo the strangei^s name^ which 

,she. had' hot yet» like the kdies De 

.Saaves i^id I^Uzed, oomfnuQlcated» it^ 

.iBight be somä Assistanc^ to her- ticmjöc- 

D 6 tures: 



tUKS : and actiiated b^ thii iiii(ire8riai]^ 
aha n^W veQtmtid to aakto ut^tiiottte 
dao^Q .t|i^ .deviefe -cif < thti miib0iw\ifbf- 

^lie )ad]fi .'* ofTtfaciniiiQUimde MoidbiMh- 
'tiers.*^ ► »' -.«j t , I ,/. j . T* ; 

Blaaohar: aptvM^itdan theeffiemitiira^ 
for she had heard of tibe ibao^hly IMtei« 
^te <^ Catherine de Medteis flota Odet 
le Pierlej i * » . c 

^ The lady resumed — '< You noSr «taiiä 
4n her.|»r«fleiice." %e then timied the 
dibooürse to other mottbes ätid de^ces, 
and waemly pvmMd that asbiBieEl by the 
6lre deiGhastelar--^ 

* FaIS OB QUE D0I8j^ 

Advicnmi^ que pourra.^ 



I 



^' ^y it speed him on his errandr 
^aid sbi^^ '' but ^Aof^ he fail, remember 
,ypu liAv0 a fidend at the ocAirt of Nancy, 
y^jxßmaf be ajble to furtber your aliit 
3?akf^ !l;hi« ^»cai?fy beautiful iBlanche-^it 

may 



43Kottld tbe dufe» ^ fi^MttißttaoHt' refiite 

tion ; should that also fail, give him4hf^ 
MaKß*wha«aii»4Qpliraidiiftmd the legend 

AND feace/ Let him produce it, and 
be sBonrc; f« it iviU brinjf peace tbHhe 

' . The Jadjr addedto her my^terioos gift 
another present ; it was a small richly- 
tbQiiBd/ocf>y of— ^*-:i^nnt&aZ Carö o/f the 
^H^f^making Zhvkes, addreisedta ihe 
4mshets ^fUrbimr . 
H«^ FtoeweU^ fiiir Blanehe,** said shö, 
ivaving her band in act oi departure ; *' I 
expect to find thee a perfect adept when 
we meet again.'' She theh biotiöned fo 
theother ladies to rise, and observing 
that the evemng promised fair/ express- 
ed her if ish to proceed on her joiimey. 

Böse saw her teenter Ihe üärHa^y^d 

b^ield the last of the ^ehdid iietinixe 

sWeep througb' the Valley» Idth ühf^^- 

" ed 



01 «9imT#99afKMr«*S«N8& 

'* Ob» Bktaiit, ftotf a( m^i *>ul i triirt 

^andl^ «nmd tlMfopc^ttqiriojBrqaest, 

would mli^vfip bn\^utli«t;th&di pas»! 
darins^tt* modiAito i^e ia»d «the.otber 
ladies fand bieeD lockediUp nHh tibe stbiiK 
gjdr. ,0at*3<)9e,irifltmdjof i^ljringwith 
jdiat ^i^terly (^mmeil with..wbich they 
w^re.b^th ^ver.-cdoctutoiajad to onboeoiii 
t0 Md^0tli^:thet ütttoi ad v^ntnres tikt 
might Chance to happeh «tö ^ofa h^ßi^ 

- «« WorkÄ of day pasl, and morrow^a next desigu,*' 

.preservedji profoupd and monrofal at- 
lence;.jvh|ch ww.tq.Blf^ niore 

^diatresaing^ bg; »it for, the fii^t iiole gave 
her tte i^^j^of fecprye, ao^ Cöj^mst/in 
one whajijQ^ iK>vi^;|t.£ld POt bad a4;hoiight 
opqeealed from. ber^ StüU ptiof Mo^ 

,j^ppAp^/m,ßYoy^ her hatoed of tfae 
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Mnibritbi» a^^itteätly^^ uiigeneMi^ 

sheseemed to faave tM psdei^o^nti^ 
sing her Tcpi^nannj ' kit ^ iilbJÖlir Km- 
der soote weiitöMUBienfaliliMiilfeot» 
prevented her froixijudif^n^!^ ^ 

Blsnehe/whosto initidift«« beeti fiUe«! 
witfi chdightfhl itresagesTi frcnbUift hinH- 
ger's se^ming to pdssess the'päftword'af 
her loVer, eould hbt bring hehdf isoi^- 
dily to give up the hope l^t her vhh 
hoded gcod. She'dwelt Uj^oti thb *ten- 
timent btrdii^ly, and white geiiüy ' r0- 
proaching Rose for her tmkind tfes^ire, 
concluded with saying — *f I shali deky 
forming , a definitive öpkiioh tili I hear 
ftom this kdy agnn ; bat &dr ■ bekrin^ 
i^m yety reiharkable, and I cannot räsist 
.'an internal persuadoh, tbät sottie way or 
other $hi is cotineeted with my firte» and 
is destmed to vrbrk öat gööd fb me^* 

*" She yfatk bat good!^ exidbinied 
Rode^ startin^ a$ fröm a tranca ^* Blanöhe, 

believe 



^F PEACE AND LiOHT !? she oontinu^,. 
.scornfiilfy idluding ta her devioe, V n- 
tber a mefsenger Qf.gmlt aQ^ 9piTfnir. 
Oh, Blaqehe ! i^ ^tonn of dwrlmes& a^v 
taottnced har Coming, and evil alone väHk 
attend on her,** 

'* Rose, you terrify me T exdwatied 
the bewildered Slanche ; ^'. ^xplain, { 
pray you, your myaterioua words ?'! 
. '' Blanche, 1 cannot T Böse reUirne^ 
and mdumfiiUy «hook her head* 

" At least you ean give some i!ea8on 
for ybur prejudice agunst this lady ?." , 

'•♦ Pr^udicer repeated Rose, in a 
thriUiAg tone. ^ 

'' Dear Rose,** said Bhinche, '' this is 
the first time you eter refused to aid me 
tvith your counsel. I wish> yet fear to 
trust this lady, whöse kindness seemed 
so great, so sudden. You kiiow tny 
heart-*-all it has wished, all it has suffer« 
ed-— öh, teil me what I am to do?'* 

'* Föllow your last Impulse," said Rose 
H rv u eägerly — 



dfefljr^» thttb ürges ^ou ' lidt to trast 

''** It b patein^ sfMng^f skld Bbddhb. 
« Cfb/'^k'^iibttterWoW, aÄ3 etilighten' 
infe itspWtiiig 'thii"M9/ dr'HWrinou- 

tSW !"•' • ■'" ■ ' '■• ''- - ' *''•- '•'■■'• ' ' 

Hose seemed to endure ftn iriwaild 
strogglöljetween K^öiisireöf oUiging 
Blahdhe^'and soiKf^'&arlul'repugäance. ' 
« Yott kho<r whät she is— then teil 
nte,'* resumed^ Blanche, and Walted in 
eamest e3t(>ectation fof het ans wer. 

*^**Ä sotcöress!" at length ^xclaimed 
Rose/«incl immediately fainted. 
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'VVMa H^ Ihe biMl^t baMiä w^rmf, 
And Jo| iMpiret thf C9ptttr*4 <hrev& t 
Ve wbo tbft fanciod UurcU wieatfa«^ 

Ye vnho the soft encbaatment breathe, 
/ .... 

W bich spreads perfection roaud tbe fair; 
Aid mCi ye ecboeft of tbe world's acclaim, 
Ye visionary ekades of unsubstantial Farne ! 

Ode to the Imagination. 

Thoügh well aoquainted with the sas«> 
eeptibittt j of Rose's rather exalted ima- 
gmation. Blanche had never before known 
it to lead her into an extravagance equal 
to the preceditig one. 

Far ftom' being aUe to obtain from 
her a|i dcicidation of these mysterioiis 

expressions, 



expcesnous» Böse shhink in tnrbr fircmi 
aay ft^esh liecurreiice to the subjeet ; «hd 
it was evident aive lud bnly heen bot 
trayed by hef eltribibe -^diotioii ilito 
the impradena»' tfaat So uuch: e:!öcf£ed 
Bkinohe*s ciirbfiily^ 

l^ncbe^ bniidr «ide, '^ooiiM nbt givie 
up the bope df Hearing tcas^ fibm tbä 
tüarchlcm^ss de Nohrinoutiefg;. bot tb* 
btürn bf the ^ite^iie <3i»td£ff fratti 
Nancy/ wiüi confirmation bf tbdr ivmst 
ftttfs/ »lispended foratiode ^^ryother 
tfabqght and feeling. 

*' Ye6, it is üVer,'' said the kire de 
Chafttelar, aftte he had thrown Mmteif 
exhai;fötad into a seat, and fbr a modimit 
Mvered hk e^es i9laAi hk handt, kdtf 
the dght c^ day wa» likd^I te 'faini^ 
'' the marble tbat idöhia tite^a^aif^Mttt 
<^ bis paiace is mt btodat^lUmti tbe 
diik^B fae^t. Vainty hafve^i MiiM to 
tnove tiim— «the deM^y ofi^he^ltf^iif 
liovraime iS'äxed^H ^ td^ b^'gtvmis ä 
dömaln k> the coant de "D^y^ itt^ 

'■>(^ ' . . proud 



pMildjtßiroiirite lOf the< duke, . jumi oo 
sHkniMO* ivmiki dpht ^aviiL^alif^te 

effiact our ruin." — lut 

BUnehe hetcd; hinr idt «}i9fK^. hat 
doep pbnaiiwet rardhriJl^fip hedfaüsoiti» 
TberinbiUtMits of itbe .viiUasrt w«m^ftMr 
to her» not merely as. the only fifmd« 
shr ha& eTer ktiown^^ lusit iftota.^htr jRm4 
partiality attd ^ide.witb ii^fili^dt oiipi 
iieauty^. tdent^ mä. goo4ii$8hi -W (^v«r 
boen regpQjded hy .tiiefiu..;l{hfäp paisf 
itiRdj .pleanirea wa^. Aßr^i^anä sl^ 4id 
not r^prd. the Itfofehme^t: of hee ad^q^^t^ 
«d fiiniU>& and;bf^rfi«lf &9m: tbeit ^e«i8^ 
<d.hoaifei>wtäi gr^tec dread,i th«a .the 
jnittfDf Ahe£ibiDd.fi%nds wjith wh^m^^ 
bndrflpeiil^lKr^earliestdays.. : 
* . ThefthcHig^t j>f the inan|uijBe de Ncwv 

|ftQ\iti^'8» pl»Mltlt^9Ugg««ted ito«if in f^ 
extreoiity of ditlMas^ ohd wHh. it J 

J»d«j||ggefitöd,^5*Father;? awdj}hfe.:^fj 

would 



liwuldido ^Dfcubh fbr the ' valtey of}:Iior# 
mn^t^IrfeM &trongty Umpteä t&'thtim 
mys^lf at tkie dukeTsfeet, ix> Sjjieik'iii 
b£hA}f of pur sufferitig peo^; UtA iti 
fail-~— " ' »^ .'* ' ' / 

^* "^ij^tboü Meet; cl^Id! whfltteKance 
hfts siifeh A liiad plan tö succeed?'* e:^- 
^«med the 'sire de Chastelär, itnpa- 
tiently. • K 

' ^' Nay, i speak not from the prcAnjit^ 
ing öf 'Fincy/' retumed Blanche-^'* I 
haüB -a resoufce;'* and producing the 
Sdäif, she related the whole Story ofttö 
hi^rqdke de Nöirmootier's Visit, and her 
pr0tiliise öf befriendhyg tbem in caipe 
€\rety other attem^t sfaould fail* 

The sire de Chastelar wasr much trtrudk 
with ihet narratiVe ; * and even ' Rose, 
In the deep distt^ss to whioti tfaey weiie 
^redttced, was unwiliing 'to damp 'the 
rimng confidenoe he seerndd -to fNd, iiy 
mentioning her suspieions. 

j^fber some deliberation, the sira dfe 
CS^astdar nid— '^ Your deeign, my lo^^ 
i ij\ ' is 
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k boU» but not nnmaideiily. I was a 
fbol not to liftTa thoogfaV ' already, tfiat 
joutk and beauty itaiglit säece^, wbere 
cid saacs and iii4ii(e hairs were disregard« 
ed. 60, my Blanche— ^I see the blobd 
of Coligny in tby aofciVe desiie to do 
gnod^^thy lofty yet modßst baaring; 
bot Ay aialer and X shdl bear theo o6m^ 
pany ; for I boast of one friend at the 
oourt of Lorraine, who will obtain thee 
ready acocas to the duke.** 

Blanche pressed the sire de Chaste- 
isxüs band to her Ups» in acknowledg^ 
mept of bis .kitidness. Part of the night 
WM spent in drawing up a new petition, 
and accotnpanied by the wisb^ and be- 
nedietiöns of the vaUey, the trio o^ for- 
watid on tbe foUowing moming for Nah* 
cy» witbi ftr. livelier anticipatiom tban 
ihßse that the sire de Chastelar had ex- 
ptr|6nced on Ms aoUtary joumey. 

When they appiroaehed . the town of 
Nancy» nature itself seemed Üq saolte on - 
tbelr enterprue» and art tb viet witb na- 
ture 
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ture in exhibitingan a{>p6ania€eQf u£b- 
4iwal £efiliyity. Nothing «vras :tä be 
seoD ' bat m^skiffig and feaatmg kii thf 
$tr(Bet3, Tbe windowä were:huiig Mitith 
tapQitry,! the streete atrefwed' witb flow- 
^s ; and ever and «non ims to bdliearii 
^ome m^Ty minstrel cbantarig forti^ 
j^abes} pf tbe düke da Yaademoiit» and 
tbe yaung duke and.duchess of Loo- 
jaine. 

The precihcts of tbe eourt ir^e so 
erowded, tbat it was witb diiSculty tbe 
jsire de Cbastebr made bia way up to 
tbe &iend uj^Qn wbom: be d^pended &»c 
ibeiUtating Blancbe's suit. TMs friend 
.was Francis Scepeaux, .Ipiid of Vieilte- 
ville, and a mar$bal of Fi:anc^< In bis 
yputbftil days Cb*sti?lÄr bad served un- 
de;^ bitn ; ^nd ön . bis late* visit tp oourt, 
thöugb ;spuFned apd i:eje<Jtfed, Vieilte- 
ville bad «bkno^odg^d tb^ir formw.iri- 
timacy, and bade bim comniand bis best 

« 

J^tytwhje cpuW b^rdly r^pxess a senss^ 

tion 
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tioD amoonting to awe, when pftsented 
to this majesllc Veteran. Frands 8ee^ 
peaux» lord of Vieillevitte^ was such a 
nobieoMui as Froissart would have loved 
to deseribe. In him l^e warrior aud die 
grand teigneur were mingled in equal 
inroportions. Ix^al and brave as &iy- 
ard-«-graoefal and yielding as a oourtjier» 
but Stern and inflexible to bis enenties» a 
gloom still sat upon bis brow, in me* 
mory tbat he had yielded as a oourtier 
once too mucb« In bis oidinary way of 
living, be blended tbe love of extemal 
magnificenoe witb domestic simplidty ; 
a Paladin in tbe lists — a patriarcb by hia 
patemäl beartb. 

, ** Well bave you cbosen your time 
io renew your suit," be said, addresdjig 
Cbastelar ; ^ tbe oourt bolds gala» and 
the duke will bardly refuse any boon tbat 
is asked ot bim tbese tbree days.** 

Wben be leamed tbe purpose o£ 
Blancbe» be spoke to ber witb patemal 
«ncouragement» and conversed witb tbe 

most 
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m^Si^^^f'^fW^* ^UJt .for. the apke of 

, X^l^f^laf T^pli^ — ^^ j^lademoiseUe 
J^/)^.od^ .YieUlevil|e J. r^member a 
}/^YJ£^. cbU4 •* ßbe aQ;erwards (I heard it 
. jSjgfiqrted) inacrie^ the oqunt de Saubc" 
.(r .^be3U9ur<d^ VieiUeyil^e's Jt>royfr. dark- 
^paed-*^" No/' said he, .'^ shq . did . not 
aitH^ «the ocmnt de Saulx ; but^ soft — 
.WB.^p|iri)ach.the preseruse." . 
- If Blanche . had feit intioüdated by 
the migestic deportment of the sieur de 
JVieiUeyille, much greater. was Üie trem- 
billig oonfusion she feit on «ppearing 
before, the duke de VaudesDQnt No 
gleam of benevolence soften<^ tbe^aus- 
tere.expression of that prioee's wrijikled 
brow; such was his habitual aspect; 
^d even when he gcanted.a request, he 

. yoL. II. £ seemed 
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feemed ratber to dwitiwge a^oty tbaii 
enjoy a plea^ure« Blandi6|^ m dimetect, 
east hertelf at his feet, a(id MdsMAag-^ 
** A bpon» a boon, great prinoe !" at« 
tempted to pteseht her petition ; bat 
ftwe and agitation uomerved Hei^ trertt-» 
bling band, and, powettte^, nhe lettt fkll 
upoii tbe flöör. - 

. It was pioked up a(nd presented bf the 
Sieur de yieQkrviU^ wbo addedüf hitni 
self--*'^ It 18 a. petitiori, ny lord, from 
the diBtresBed nobleihen öf the Valley 
near Varewnefc" , 

The duke'a brawL darkened to ai<tUl 
more portentöu& fisowni, ahdifae e^ep-pat 
his band tö tfae.hilfc of his swovd — 
^ Name not ta ikie thbse^ misjproüd beg- 
gars!" he Angrily seid. .^' TheirsU the 
onlj appliciM^ion^ y ieilleräle^ forifhkli 
even thy intercession availeth ndiight. 
Their &te is sealed**-<itiieur^doom^ gooe 
fbrthr^the gcaht of their (d0ei|,ait)» made 
out to lÄiilly,' an d **>* > " 

'* Oh, say not the graut ü mäde ofit^ 

tny 



H£NEY FÖUKra OF FRANCE. 7* 

my lordP' exclaimed Bkhche — " say 
not that, hf one stroke of the pen, you 
have turned out the most faithful 6ub« 
jects frotn their homes, made beggars of 
their families, and sent them forth witb 
ruined means and gentle blood, shom to 
the quick, and shrinking with helpless 
pridefrom the rüde glance of contumely l 
Th&re is a sorrow, my lord, tfaat killedi 
the inmost heart : it is when the poor 
in purse» but gentle in blood, reoeiye 
from the rustie band of sordid pride the 
bitter boon of alms they wish, yet fear 
to refuse. Let it not be ourSf great sir ! 
Consider that the inhabitants of the vaU 
tey are noble — noble, though poor — that 
tfaey have hitherto supported themselves 
by honest toil, demanding boon of no 
man. A queen granted tliem their Pri- 
vileges : let not the gift of the royal 
Blanche be recalied by the duke of Vau- 
demont ! Oh that my weak woman's 
voioe possessed the power to repeat the 
plaints that reecbo through the Valley 

E 2 of 
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of Lorraine ! — ^Assist me» noble Vieille^ 
ville» to plead with the gradous duke~- 
assist me with thy wisdom to find arga- 
ments to melt his heart — words to in- 
duce him to reverse his most dread, 
though equitable sentence !" 

In the beginning of her address^ 
Blanche*s voiee had expressed the huny 
and perturbation of her fedings ; as she 
advaneed, it assumed tones.of the most 
melting patbos; but towards the con- 
dusion, it sunk to an almost inaudible 
whisper; and softly dedining her head 
üpoa her breast, she waited^ with eheeks 
glowing with unusual emotion, andarms 
meekly folded upon that modest breast, 
the result of her most painful, most cou- 
rageous effort 

Beauty so exquisite, a character so de* 
eided, united to such winning grace and 
such enchanting modesty, had never be- 
fore been seen ; and had the duke's 
heart been like that of Henry of Navarre, 
Blanche had that moment obtained gain 

de cause. 
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de cauie. But the duke was iminove- 
able,thotigh saaiewhat touched.— " Well 
hast thou pled, damsel/' he said, in a 
soften ed voice; " but we owe it to our 
kinsman, whose representative here we 
only are— we owe it to ourselves, to gränt 
no pardon to oontumacy and rebellion ; 
and by the honour of a prince, by all 
that Christian men hold sacred, we have 



swom " " 



'^ Oh, not theruin of the valleyof Lor- 
raine !" exckimed Blanche. ** Look at 
this Symbol, noble duke — look at it be- 
fore/your decree goes forth : does itsay 
notbing for us ?" 

As she i^oke, she drew from beneath 
her dress the broidered soirf, with the 

mottO — •*! AM THE HAKBINGER OF 

LIGHT AND PEACE,'* and held it up to 
the eyes of the astonished duke. 
; He Started, and in a hurried voice ex* 
claimed^— ^* Ha ! where got you that 
token?** 
Blanche replied— -" From a lady, a 

£ 3 kind 
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kmd and gracioiui lady» who aqjoitrMd 
in our Valley in her way to ihe eourt d 
Naney,and who told me thatif Iprodaced 
jft in our utBiost need, it shouid not 
pkad in vainJ* 

The dnke cast up his eyes as in sUeiit 
wonder at the influenoe ander whidi he 
was obliged to act, and then said, in n 
slow, deliberate voice-*^^ Trnly we ctti 
refuse nothing to the owner of tfaose 
words and oolours. — ^Damsel «f Lorraine^ 
thou hast prevailed— the iralley is izi» 
bute free !" 

The strong revulsMm of joy jirodiu^ 
by the almost unhoped^for suoeess of 
this last resource^ was too much fi>r 
Blanche. A herdne oidy in mind, shä 
was a woman in all the bashfulneas of 
her sex, its .&ars, änd terrors ; and now 
that the neoessity for exartion was pasl^ 
a :fiiintness, that for a few moments over- 
powered her, shewed how unequal her 
frame was to keep pace with the eifier« 

tion 
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Hm^ of ^tiwiioUtt mihd ib ^wlnoh it was 
united. 

Fram .ifaia delinimL e£ jay she was 
«MWd 1^'tbe lord q£ Vidileinme, who, 
after introdudrig Blaasdbe into the pve> 
jMMce of itbr diikuß da Vaudemont, had 
/|mtted tb6 oloset. Ii[e now tetümed to 
41(7 'Itoit ftl^e yotiDg diicbess of Loiraine 
.iWBrdesmitisTQf haTing^the ifairpleader 
lif ' the irighits of %he valley introduoed 

) Bbudae reeovering berself, arose and 
iMmomiianifid tbe Aetxr de VieiUeville 
Jä»(mgh tbeittetujcedigfalteduas'and mag- 
flifiQODt asiti'xooim»' jaitn^ >ritb tapestry 
^didoth'of gdd/tihte luxuraes of which 
4Mä ibe pöiwer (to sMke» >tnit not to daä- 
zle her mind. At length, at a toacbcf 
tb«^ sienr de VieilleisUle, a ^oor flew 
.^pen^-fUEid ä smaller/Ji^ut.more elegant 
iq^wtmenty met her view. 

Occupied in the labours of the needle, 
tbe duchess of Lorraine sat there, sur- 
rounded by her little cowrt ; but above 

£ 4 her. 
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her. Bat eine kdy bf more advaiieeä years 
and majestic presenoe. 

^ Möther,'' 'said the düchess, tuming 
to her wlth a smile, ^' jour little prcte" 
gie appears iat your wish.^ 

Blanche^ trembling/looked up, and 
iminediatdy recoghised tbe lady whom 
she had known in the Valley» under the 
title of the marquise de Noirmoutie}^/ 
the donor of the scaif, the winher 6f her 
cause ; but her suspicions had ahead^ 
faeen awakened, irom the disoavery of 
her uhlimited influenee, and she now 
wondered thaisbe had not at once ab- 
knowledged, in the rieh, noble fixin, the 
dark Italiah eyej and the impeiious lipv 
the often-desenbed person of Catherine 
de 'Medieis*. 

The queen received her with a graee 
mingled with gaiety, which ' she Well 

knew 

* << Cette princesse, cause de tant de troublea^ aToU 
pris pour sa d^vise un aroen-ciel^ avec ces mots — ' Tap- 
porte la lumilre et la tranquillitL^ — Madake GenlIS* 
JiUtoire de Henri le Grand, 
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knew how tp assume» to mask tfae deep- 
est designs. — ** Confess/' said she, laugh« 
ing» ^* you are disappointed in being de- 
prived of your inend the marchioness. 
Look around, and you will see her re- 
stored to you." At the same moment 
she beckoned to the lady who» in the 
cottage, had bome the name of the dame 
de Sauves» and said, with her accustom* 
ed grace — *^ This is the good Noirmou^ 
tiers, who in the Valley accommodated 
US for an hour with her title, and re- 
sumed that of De Sauves, to which in 
^ct she has a right, it being that of her 
first husband, and exchanged by a se- 
oond marriage for the loftier one of Noir- 
moutiers. To her eare we commend 
you, as to an able guide for beauty 
launched amid the perils of a court.— - 
And npw, my daughter," she continued, 
tuming to Claude, duchess of Lorraine^ . 
^ suffer your ladies for once to play the 
idle housewives. Some braveiy is going 
on In the court below, and it shall be 

E 5 mine 
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imne to intioduoe myipsttty Bbeidie to 

it.- 

Lwiiingon theiasm of tlie fienesclml, 
the queen-mptber p roe e e d e d to k carvet^ 
gallery, from which sheand the duehess 
of Lorraine .ooald oommodiously Tiew 
the spoits. They eonsisted in 'nh'ean- 
ing the characten of a carrauäel, to ke 
held the foHowing day» in honour.of the 
Tidt of the queen. 

.filaiM^e ibllowed in her train» and 
sought with her eyes.among the crowd 
fbr her father and akter» without whom 
no pleasure, however lively, would be 
complete. 

Catherine de Medids disoovered Rose 
by. the ^e of the sire. de Chastdar, o&a^ 
vea»ing with the lord of Vietlleville. She 
iüfitantly dispatched a page of honour» 
tp call them over tp her ; and fladsig 
Bose.on one «ide» vbile blanche ocpu- 
pied the other nearest berjpersoD» ad-^ 
dmssed the dre de Chaatelar. tbe ibost 
gratifying expresmos on the Aerit of 

. his 



Tlie «M^ de Cbmtelar pdid UUihooüige 

to her without embarrassment, though 
w^ the Hiost pr(^(mn4 r^spect ; i&ndlas 
Iie, tQok qS bis ji^arrel; capi, and ma^e ibß 

«ny, the v^^tivegrape of . hi$ jxm^tm\ m^ 
QQUQced the m^n^ \Tbo» alCho^gh^t mny 
i)Ot have be^en bis fprtofle tbioHgh' lif^ 
qftep toj^tand in tbe j^sm» otjgfmtr 
n^, yet <ilaims from bis gentjie^Jtifetb 
unaUaierble tightßQ-to do; ^ .: 

Tbeqjueßn laugked aiid cba|t?d ,wUh 
tfae two fair Qbfist^llaFSi wdit-HiB^d- 
1(!M to add, tbat thi^ wrr0uwlii;ig». c*V»- 
liers sighed and adfimri^- But. i^biicbe 
waft )[>y. &i; the ppsincipal .ceo^ pC fttl^n- 
1^,.froQ\:th9 l^ixtuxe of feini|iwi9 at- 

. iTbe/jcife^wstaQoes ' pf .tbftt ;eY:«»tfiil 
mMraiiig fiyyre9dy begfui Iq be wbiiip^eed 

£ 6 about, 
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abbüt» andtthe fiiir liberator 
was the chief object towards • whieh wm * 
directed the efforts of the coinb^floitsk 
in the ring» the aspirants after vietoiy or 
praise. . . t ; 

In this rehearsal of a combat^ the fall- 
ure of some of the parties exdted as 
much amusement and satisfaction among 
the lookers-on, ' as the success of others;- 
and ' exdamations of terror» peals öf 
laughter, and shouts of äpplause» shook 
the cirde, with little or no intenntssien.' 

The count de Duilly» heir tö the 
senesdial of Lorraine» and theduke de- 
Nemours» disthignished in the annals 
of galiantry and war, were among the 
most suocessful in disputing the paim 
of eleganoe and dexterity» 

Foür figures were conspicuous among 
this motley group— «an Indian, a Moor»* 
a Paladin of the oourt of Charlemagne»* 
and a chevalier <^ the then teodem' 
French court. Among these combat« 
ahtSi Rose '^istinguished that tbje Ütfsh*^ 

ing 
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ing eyes of the Moor were often direct- 
ed towards the part of the balcony where 
she sat 



\ 



' . 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



•Didst thou but know 



How fondly I have watchM her, since the day 
Her mother died — 

h ow ehe hath 1>een 
My ponder'd thought by day, my dream by niighti 
My sweet companion, pupil, tutor, chiid ! 
Thou wooldst not wonder that my drowniog eye 
And choking utterance upbraid niy tongae, 
That teils thee — she is thine ! Virginius, 

This exercise, which was a kind of re- 
hearsal of the projected amusements of 
the morrow, was now over ; and Rose 
and Blanche were condueted by the 
marquise de Noirmoutiers (ei-devant ma- 
dame de Sauves), to her private apart- 
ments in the palace. 
Notwithstanding the conciliating gra« 

ciousness 



eiousiiess of tier smile, o^r ftjr re^lu^s 
fielt liftt. fiFst a fittle injtimida|;ed by t^ 
OMnoerfof tbe iQ»rehiQii^, w}y>, to ^ 
pcHiwt €d£{K)6a0N»Hi of' a CQurt, ^mted 
the advantages of ^a oduntenance md 
%tire.^ digDifiadatidiOomwanding, ^at 
it was impossible not to experiencead&» 
gceecf 9me mingted with the.adinira- 
tion she iospired. A robe of white .^a- 
masky unadorned by jew^ls or epgibrQi- 
dery, a «mall livre d^hame»^ depending 
from a lüiaek girdle, and . a coDiplexipn 
'* untoucbed by art/' and of a dazzUng 
but eolourless fairttess, lall. announoed ^ 
the marquise de Noirmoutiers the.eourt 
lady» whose mind was fixed ^pon l^gfaer 
(A^^fi, aod who passed throagh the ae* 
oiBSsary duties of ha: Station» widiout 
iMäng eonftaminated by any of th^ir fd^ 
rolity. 

Desirous of a$C(HliHQkig (^e tal^tsjof 
the two girls» she made th^m t^uch t)ie 
Inte^ and siag for her« > wd . then eptered 
iato JtfuUar conv^rsation with tb^m^ 

Upon 
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Upon asking them if reading did not 
form a great portion of theiremplay- 
ment in the yalley, Blanche replied^ that 
it had beai her father's great consola-> 
ticm, and that he had laboured to im- 
part to her all the knowledge he pos- 
sessed. 

^ And pray,** said the > marchioneas» 
oondescendingly» '* what style of reading 
doyouprefer?" 

** The actione of great men and he- 
roes;** replied Blanche, the blood of the 
martyred Coligny andJ3e Teligny un- 
consdoüsly manüing in her cheek as she 
spoke. '• ' 

'' And you ?** resumed madame de 
Noirmoutiers^ addressing herseif to Rose. 

** I have an uncle, a noted poeV' ro- 
plied Rose, blusbijtig still more brightly 
than Blanche ; *' and it is he that is to 
blame, if I dedare myself a lover of poe- 
try and song.** 

^^ I do not absdutely condemn either 
of those studies," said the marchioness^ 

with 
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With a «mile whidi just displayed her 
pearly rows of teeth, and the lovely 
dimple in her beautiful though colour- 
kss cheek ; ** when I was yöur age, I 
was but too much atträcted by them ; 
but time and religion have led to better 
thoughts : at present my favourite study 
is the Lives of the Säints."' 

She theii talked of their future views 
and prospects, and regretted the dege- 
neracy of the modern cavaliers, so far 
fallen from the high pretensions of the 
original institutions of ehivalry, that 
iäithlessness and inconstancy made up 
the sum of their amatory creed.«— ^^ Such 
you will meet,** she said ; ** beings un- 
worthy to fix the thoughts of a high- 
^uled and delicate lady ; but with Vir- 
tue for your guide, you may even steer 
safely through that perilous sea, Virtue, 
which shines the brighter the more se- 
verely she is tried/* 

The marchioness raised her fine eyes 
to heaven» as if reminded by this apos- 

trophe 
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U0p^ jof some säv«!» tfuil* «he heMdf 
had in her youkh i^d^oräd^ imd tUto ]«>- 
aumed the convecfiftticm witibt Rosto «oÄ 
]9]Miche» who were deUghted wilfa 4^ 
etevotion and did&caoff .of'faarjenilBiäai^ 

Madiime cb Noirololttset» Mcmißd jbö 
inoUiie to the rctfineoMaitfnd m^fi^lfbobni 
of the Petrarcfaal achcbl» aad to aü * 
gMAt Store by itbe dayb oT itz &fi& ^Ytltift- 
ü^, «ntiqueichiirah7»:iind:the ^^arrt^!", 
«nd decisioDsof the f^ a>t0rfcd.'a99Mtir./' 
hat though unable alwäystofollow h£r 
mber,flightB3oK attrUnlttdithifi to Ihe 
more «dvaneed age» and possäly aevisreir 
education of the marchioiiefis. 

After a long and delig^tful oonreraa^ 
tiQO, in whidi ishe bad interKroyenittai^- 
iin^ €f the purest raocalit^, utt^oed (io 
ihe nomt gitmeüjl and iperwuisive mfa^ 
n«r, ^e rose» ^ying, it ijFaa .the litoe 
1^ 'Queen woald >giiin requjyBe her iU^ 
tendance, and commänded her guetta io 
the cace of two young ladifes» who, du- 
ling the latter part of her dsscoui^e, had 

entered 



eätai^ tbe apurtmenl, bot had remain^ 
ed, lintil thi$ räciwiiiiiwdfttion of thf 
XKMtdAmmi fin^od üke statnes to thttr 
embroid^ring fiwxic». To tbieae )iid>e9 
tbe xnarchioness preasentod Rose and 
Blanche, and cm ber deflarture moc^ pa& 
tkiibärly confid^ed tfaem to jbbeir care-— 
^' Gneat tlängs are in «Station,'' mA 
abe^ tumtog to Rose and Blanche, ii^iiik 
a ^fidile fuU of swaetnesä md myut&cy ; 
^' mucfa will depend on the raport whjLeb 
I am now going to inake to a leeitain ex^ 
aUed personage; and after rth<^ oon^er- 
sation we have bad, that ytm mxy&A 
assured will be unfavourable." 

Rose and Blanche smiled in retufa nt 
tbe gradous irony ctf this address; aed 
tbe marcbioness prooeeded more setkmif 
ly to inform tbc^, that every crevice in 
the palace at that time beiag filled with 
gueats, she ttnsted tbe faiir aisteis wouU 
be content to sleep in a .doset wilAan 
her owsn f apartment, tili the^que^b jplea» 
sure was known concertiing ftfaem^^ 

« There 
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'^ There you will be immediately under 
tny own eye," she added ; '^ and I may 
be able often to spare you half-hours of 
senous disoourse and Instruction, which 
wouM be lost if we were separated by 
the tumult "and huny of the oourt.** 

With these words the marchioness 
having'departed, the two lilies of thä 
Valley reroained for a moment opposite 
the two court ladies. A silence prevail- 
ed, as if eaeh party were measuring the 
strength and merit of the other. 

One of these ladies wi» beautifül and 
majestic ; the other was ' little, but pös- 
sessed of a very handsome face, and was 
petrie de grace^. Both were maids of 
honour to Catherine de Medicis ; made- 
moiselle d'Ayelle, the tallest of the two 
(üsually styled lä beOe Grecqtie) seemed 
to possess the cold and faultless perfec^ 
tibn of a Greek statue ; but that statue 
häd eyes, and those haughty eyes were 
diligently employed in endeavouring to 
a fiiult in the newly-anived fair 

ones. 
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ones. Tbe large blue eyes of EmiUe de 
MigQonville (the other honourftUe mai- 
den) were, on the contrary, moreragree- 
ably directed, in entertaining a telegra« 
phic correspondence with the beauties 
of tbe Valley ; and soon, with the happy 
" freemasonry of youth/' as our inimit- 
able and inexhaustible Sootch novelist 
has it, she had formed such an intimacy 
with them, by means of those.beavtiful 
indexes» that she. addressed them. with 
the frank cordiality of pld aequaintance- 
ship, and seemed in aiair way of quickly 
po9sessing them of the carte du pays.-^ 
*• We owe you many.thanks,'' said.she^ 
archly glancing at mad^moiseUe d'Ay eile, 
for the exeellent lecture oii morality we 
have . just had the pleasure of hearing 
— that was delivered expressly,/^ youJ* 

^\ Madam ! said Blanche, coloiiring, 
and not understanding her. 

** How delightfuV resumed the de- 
moiselle de Mignonville, 'Vto see jthe 
marquise de Noirmoutiers. school. her 

fine 
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fine eyes and lips» and utter cboice seil- 
tenoes ota honour, tnodesty» and virtüe! 
She fiaw their cbaractery traced upon 
the feir brow of Blandie-la-betle, and 
wisely judged such discourse the only 
honey to catcih that fly» and add her to 
th^ escadron volant 

Again Blanche was at a loss for her 
meaning. 

^' I have oft rematked to you, mäde« 
moiselle de Mignonville,'* said made« 
moiselle d'Ayelle, peevishly, •* your un- 
ooarteous habit of giving sobriquets 
nicknamto» sudi as * Blanche-la-belle/ 
Stire I am, whether mademoiselle de 
Chastelar be to remain amongst u$ or 
not, ifthe must mi^llke it" 

•* Nay,** Said fifenehe, smiling, " it 
rntuN; be a peevifih girl indeed who should 
take scom ät a sobriquet so gracious." 

^ And so suit&d too/' said Rose» who 
had not lived long enougfa in the wörld 
to conceal the ingennous admiration daß 
feit fbr her soul^ sister, and whieh she 

simply 



siinply thoughi muftt be shättdbjr^evcrf 
<m<B who beheM b^ 

MaitemoiseUe cfAyelle, who had from 
jealoüsy objected to tbe appellationr of 
Blandie-la-belie, because she Mt assur^ 
ifohae heard hy the young cbevaüeiBiOf 
the coürt, it TTould be caaght up, and 
ei^rly te^eated^ npw prooeeded to give 
soch a pictore of tiieir g^ouvernante, the 
ixi&tquifie de Ndirmoutiers, that tbe tvrD 
noviees heard her in silent and sbudder- 
ing wonder. 

''Husfa» hush!" Said Emilie, witk 
pl^.ftil maÜce. '* The marchioness^s 
)^r bharaeter has been gone every ätdin 
f» yekrs and years before we Ware bbm, 
I beHeve, and we shoold not Ittfliet 
wounds upon the dead: t^& ftitoefaki- 
nes^ de NoirMoutiers, belov^ at öne 
time by the king of Navarre l^nd äie 
duke d'Alen^on^ encouragitig both» ifid 
betrsr^ing botb to the queen«— ^n^ iii 

•* *Twere hard to keep the Jfegkter of 

her 
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her oonquests,'* resumed mademoiselle 
d'Ayelle; and here tbe young ladies be- 
gan piompting one another, ä Vanier, tiU 
their amusing reOoUeclions led them 
into an animated dialogue, aet off by 
smiles, nods» and glanoes, but which 
80on became as unintelligible to . cur 
nymphs of the Valley, as if it had been 
earried on in a different language. Eve- 
ry personage of the oourt was designated 
among these adepts by. some significant 
name, or mbriquft (the practice which 
mademoiselle d*Ayelle had at first so 
strongly reprobated), and. the whispers, 
the hints» and allusions, were made in a 
sort . of ^ gipsy Jargon,** which is the 
password of the highest as well as the 
lowest coteries.. 

V Then came the * toar of the three 
JSenries,'' Said mademoiselle de Mig- 
nonyille ; '* but though she subdued the 
new man and the.Spanish Barb, she was 
not a match for the Pleasing Imposton" 
. . ** He bears a charmed heart^^retum- 

ed 
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ed mademoiselle d'Ayelle, " and escapes 
by some subtle magicfrom all snares laid 
for him." 

" I marvel wäo can lay them,'* re- 
sumed mademoiselle de Mignonville— 
^' a man^ haughty, selfish, and tyranni- 
cal — a man so hated, even by those most 
near in blood to him, that it is they who 
have often apprized ' the Master' of bis 
treasonable designs." 

" Speak not so scornfuUy/' cried ma- 
demoiselle d'Ayelle. ** Deceiver though 
he be, fdrer than you have owned bis 
power " 

Evay one must have witnessed occa« 
sions in whieh highly*educated, aecom- 
pUshed, and generally well-informed 
women, have been reduced to the qua- 
lity of dphers, by the egotistical gossip 
of two fools, whose only advantage over 
them oonsisted in being skilled in the 
receivedj and elsewhere unintelligible, 
Jargon of a court or a coterie. This was 
exacüy the present Situation of Rose 

VOL. II. F and 
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«nd Blanche, wlio were now reduoed to 
the alternative of admiring ooe ancther, 
or catching up the predous hints of what 
was going fbrward at court» tbat ooca- 
aionaUy feil from the ups of the maids of 
honour. 

^ And oould you never guess/' said 
mademoiselle de MignonyiUe, still pur- 
suing the subject of madame deNoirmon* 
tiers, " why she gave up the fMrojected 
oonquest of ' the Deaf Man ?** 

^ Trust me/' retumed mademoiselle 
d^ Ayelle, " it is because the Deaf Man is 
no longer first in favour with the Master." 

^ And the paint and jewels are laid 
aside» and the missal and white robes of 
innocence assumed,** retumed the mali^ 
cious Emilie, '* to captivate Chapenm 
Sauge. Well, really those old faeauties 
have no mercy on us young ones ; tfaey 
make up by art what they want in fresfa- 
ness, and will not leave a Single swain 
to sigh in our chaim.** 

Kow» but for the daise ignorance in 

which 
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wbich Rose and Blanche had been un^ 
faappily brought up, they would bave 
known tbat the ^ Pleasing Impostor ^" 
was a name given by the court ladies to 
Henry duke of Guise, and *^ The Spanish 
Barb/' to Henry king of Navarref ; 
diat ''The Deaf Man** meant the duke 
de Joyeuse Xf so ter med from his being 
afflid^ed, in a very slight degree, with 
that infirmity — ^' The Master," the king 
of Franoe, and ** Chaperon Rouge," 
fiome antiquated cardinal. 

This trifling chat was now interrupt^ 
ed by the entranee of a lady, whom the 
maids of honour addressed by the title of 
madame de DuiUy, wife to the seneschal 
of Lorraine. If Rose and Blanche had 
fdt prepossessed by the manners and 
appearance of naadame Ja marquise de 
NmrmoutierSy she was now totally 
edipsed in their minds by the superior 
and youthful attractions of the lovely 

F 8 Jeanne 

. « See De Thou. f SuU^'s Memoire. X Ibid. 
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Jeanne de Vieilleville, for this lady was 
the daughter of Francis Soepeaux. She 
only wondered how so much youth and 
loveliness came to be united to so aged 
a man as tbe seneschal. The beauty of 
madame de Duilly reminded every be- 
holder of the fresh-blown rose. But it 
was a rose bathed in showers ; and a cer- 
tain habitual droöp of the head, a soft 
melancholy in her fine eyes, and a voice 
subdued and plaintive, announced that 
in her person some dreadful sacrifice had 
been completed. She came to signify 
that the queen required . the attendance 
of the two sisters ; and, as she conducted 
them into the'royal presence, the encou* 
raging urbanity of her manner, so un« 
like that of the demoiselles d'Ayelle and 
de Mignonville, efifectually dispelled the 
little shade of depression that had stoleri 
over the spirits of bur two poor heroines. 
Catherine de Medids was in her pri- 
vate apartments (petites apartemensj^ 
conversing familiarly with the sieurs de 

Chastelar 



HENEY FOÜETH OF FRANCE. 101 

Cilastelar and de Vieilleville. Rose ob^ 
served that her fatber's coloür was un» 
usually heightened, and that thöugh 
l^ere was an expressioh of pleasure on 
his countenance, the big tear trembled 
in bis eye. 

•* Approach, my daughters,** said the 
siie de Chastelär ; " her majesty, pre- 
ferring yöu to a crowd of noble maidens» 
honours me by proposing you should 
fill the vacant places leftby the death of 
one noble lady, and the marriage of an- 
otber, to attend upon her person. Such 
being her gracious dispositions, I haye 
tfaought it my duty to inform her that 
Blanche boasts a double claim, as bear- 
ing one of the noblest names of France. 
Assist me to express my sense of her 
eondescension, and my hope that you 
will fill the ofBce worthy of your bring- 
ing up.** 

- The sire de Chastelär pronounced this 
KtÜe harangue in a calm tone of voiee ; 
but his eyes contradicted his tongue« 

F 8 for 
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for they were tumed» with a stxange im- 
eertamty of expression, upon ihe two 
daughters of his love. 

Blanche feit thi|t this was a criais ia 
her destiny. However her aound and 
penetrating mind might shew her that 
there was a great deal of evil mixed 
with any good that might exist in the 
conrt of Catherine de Medids, yet a 
eourt destination was tftaf which had 
been chalked out tor her by her noUe 
lover, the first and only chosen of her 
Tirgin heart Henry, at parting» had 
in a manner announced this moment io 
her, and pointed out the symbol that 
should distinguish her present patronesa. 
How he had interested the queen fbr 
her— «;% he had pointed out to her no- 
tioe the Talley of Lorrune (fer Blanche 
was now satisfied that Catherine*s pass» 
ing through it was not acddental), were 
questions she oould not answer at pre- 
sent All she oould guess was, that in 
all the Steps he took, Henry's aim waa 

to 
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to bring her nearer to his own rank 
in life, and within the sphere of his own 
existence. The conTiction that he re- 
memfaered her, that he planned their re- 
uniofn l<mg beforehand, fiUed her heart 
with the mofit delightful emotions ; and 
dieaeeepted the queen's prdBPered favoar» 
witfa a warmth and graoe of manner 
that ärew from all around expressions 
cf admiration. 

But there was one who» as Blanche 
^Htnounoed her determination, feit his 
heort tom with conflicting passions ; and 
fwgetting the usages of a world to which 
he had been long a stranger-— fbrgetting 
every thing but the prospect of retum- 
ing to his cheerless home in solitude and 
desolation, the sire de Chastelar, drop- 
ping his tone of affected calmness, turn* 
ed to Rose with wistful anguish in his 
look, and cried — '* And will you too 
leave me ?•* 

" No, my dearest father, never — ne- 
ver !" Said Rose, dropping on one knee 

F 4 before 
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before him, while she was only restrain- 
ed by the presenoe of strangers ftom 
supporting with her filial arms bis ve-^ 
nerable head : *^ my lot is yours— for 
courts I am unfit" She then, in grate- 
ful but dignified terms, addressed tbe 
queen» and most respectfully dedined 
her offered favour. 

Yet still, through the graoe of her 
deportment, some hideous recoUectiön 
seemed to struggle with ha gratitude» 
and to render her refusal more deter«» 
mined than it might oth^rwise have 
been. Blanche did not fail to observe 
this nuance in her sister's manner, and 
determined, before they were finaliy se^ 
parated, to make one more effort to ob» 
tain from Rose the explanation of the 
mysterious expression «recorded at the 
end of the second chapter. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER V. 



. . Oae night a revel had been beld, and dance 
And song bad sounded in the ear of nigbt. 
And many a gallant that had graspM a lance, 
And been ihe foreraost in a bloody fight^ 
Then mov'd a measure with bis ladye bright^ 
And press'd her jewell'd anui and told bis pain— ^ 
Alas ! that love sboold ever speak in yain ! 

, Girl qf Provence, 

The carrousel which took place at court 
the next moming was suooeeded at 
night by a ball. 

Although Rose de Chastelar was not 
destined, like Blanche» for a permanent 
residence among those gay scenes, sh^ 
had been, with her father, courteously 
inTited to make some stay; and the sire 
de Chastelar, willing to postpone for her 

F 5 as 
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as long as possible the pain of partii^, 
acoeded to a short delay. 

Queen Catherine bad given particular 
directions that nothing should be ne- 
glected in the deooration of tfae two new 
beauties ; and the marchioness de Nour- 
moutiers herseif inspected their tottet. 
The fair strangers, by the queen*s ex- 
press desire, were presented with dresses 
of a different description, suited to their 
different style of beauty. Blanche was 
attired in a robe of white crape» span» 
gled with silver stars» and fastened up 
with ropes of pearl, intermixed with 
bunches of Uly of the valley. Rose, on 
the contrary, wore a cymar of white 
gauEo over a slip of silver tissue^ adom« 
ed with wreaths of the wild rose» or 
^lantine; and the fine tum of her 
neok, bust, and armsi were all marked 
by small roses fasteaing different parta 
of her dress. 

Rose was among the first to desorad 
into some of the decoMted salocms of 

the 
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the polaoe; and fimcylng herseif quite 
alone, could not resist the pleasure of 
eontempkting her own iresh and beau-^ 
tifiil figure, thus embellished for the 
first time by art^ and reflected in an im- 
mense Venetian mirror. She started on 
observing that die minür gave a seoond 
form to her view; it was that of the 
Moor, who has been mentioned as bear* 
ing a part in the carrousel, and who now 
reelined his magnificent figure against 
a piilar, white his eyes were intently 
employed in contemplating the innooent 
delight of Rose. 

Conflised to be thus deteeted in an 
act of which her heart whispered to her 
the vanity, Rose drew back, and would 
hare escaped. 

" Nay, gaze on, fair flower," said the 
Moor, in a voice of thrüling melody; 
^' in all the courf s gay rose-garden, thou 
wilt not behold one so lovely as thy- 
self~ 

Touched by the flattery of the Moor, 

F 6 who 
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who still wore his visor on, Rose was 
still more strack and thrilled by the 
superhuman sweetness of his voice ; she 
lingered, fascinated as if by that of an 
enchanter. — *' I am a stranger, not a so* 
joumer here/* she said; '* yet grieved 
should I be^ sir Moor, to think thy 
judgment of the oourt were trae. Many 
are the damsels there, I trast, who are 
WOTthier than I——" 

Here the reeoUection of mesdemoi* 
selles de Mignonville and d'Ayelle eame 
across her mind, and did not certainly 
increase her respect for the part of the 
court which oonsisted of the train of 
Catherine de Medids. 

** Alas !" resumed the Moor, ^ who so 
great a stranger as I ? a poor wanderer. 
of the d6sert, I have no home ; yet I 
regret not my pilgrimages, since they 
thus enable me to worship at the shriiie 
of innocence and beauty. To-night» 
surrounded by the flower of the oourt» 
you will forget your sable warrior,^ but 

/shaU 
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/ shall wear the rose of Lorraine in my 
heart.** 

Knowing that the knights were to 
appear at the ball in the dresses and 
characters they had supported at the car- 
rousel (all excepting the armour), Rose 
feit satisfied that this seeming foreigner 
was» in reality, some gay, or at wors^ 
some sentimental young cavalier of the 
oourt» whose language was adopted to 
suit bis present garb. — " Nay,** she re- 
plied, '' I see no reason, sir knight, that 
of all men I should shew you scom, cmly 
because you were the first here to offer 
me Service.** 

" Thöi/' resumed the Moor, "you 
will consent to yield me that fair band 
in a passamento d^Espagne * before the 
night shall close ?" 

'* Agreed/' said Rose» gaily ; " but on 
oondition you unmask, for that visor is 
enough to frighten any Christian dame." 

"And 

* A danoe of the solemn minuet kind. 
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^ And yet a ftsr Venetim loved a ' 
Moor»" muttered the stranger ; ** but I 
«eoept fhe compact; and on oondifieD I 
unmask, you promke me your hand?* 

* On condition you unmask» sir Moor» 
it is youn * 

^ For apoisamento d'EspagneT' 
** Be it soi— £>r a panamento d^Es- 

pagner 

^* Let me daim you by your oolomra ." 
^* I am not a oourt lady— I give no 

colours." 

• Then by aome other tdken.* 

Rose detached from her dress one 
rosebud of the egiantine wreath. 

The Moor caught the fior band that 
extended it to him» and in spite of bis 
Tiflor contrived to press it to bis lip6. . 

Confused and angry, Rose hastUy 
withdrew i^ and began to fear lüie had 
caught the infectious gaiety of a court 
life» in thu8 encouraging the converaa- 
tion of a young cavalier whom she only 

knew 
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knew by bis dtstinguisbed grace in tbe 
liste. 

At tbis moment tbe marquifie de Noiiv 
moutiers entered, witb an unusudl air 
of bilarity and triumph in her looks, as 
if aome agreeable incident had just hap» 
pened to her. She announoed to Roae 
that not a moment was to be lost in 
piesenting her to tbe other augiist 
Immches c^ tbe oomi^ previous to the 
festivities of tbe evening beginning. 

Ros^ bastily drawing on her glove^ 
and bestowing on her new admirer an 
dimost imperceptible glance of fbrgive* 
neaSp gaily glided witb tbe marchiGiiesa 
firom tbe anti-ioom to tbe j^esence« 
Chamber» 

Tbe court of Lomdne preaented an in^ 
tevaating assemblage. Rose and Blanche 
had yet to be presented to tbe dudiesa 
dowager of Lorraine, wbo, on accoünt 
o£ the early youth of her scm and daugh» 
ter^inrlaw, still maintained the ascen* 
danoy in the administration of the little 

stitek 
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State. The i^pearance of this lady was 
plearing and venerable. As lilies and 
roses in the cheeks, and all the gay tints 
of the butterfly in the dress, were es- 
teemed in those enlightened times the 
peeuliar appendages of youth» the dow- 
ager duchess of Lorraine, though a great 
prinoess, was dressed with a striking 
sobriety. A rohe of the riehest, but 
gnivest tissue, adomed her once majes. 
üCf but now bending figure; while a 
black hood, and a flat cap^ adomed 
with some rieh jewels, the appendages 
of rank, not the mantraps of coquetry» 
formed the attire of her head. Near 
her side, and a üttle below the canopy 
of State allotted for the queen and 
the düchess dowager, was placed the 
amiable Claude, wife of the reigning 
duke of Lorraine, and daughter . of 
Catherine de Medicis. The counte- 
nance of the. young prinoess, gay, open^ 
and ingenuous, was the mirror of the 
Tirtues of her mind« Unlike her hap-« 
less sister Isabella, oonsort of Philip the 

SeooncI 
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Seoond of Spain — ^unUke Ijer still more 
gifted sister Margaret, oonsort of tbe 
king öf Navarre, the conversation of 
Claude was distinguished rather for gra» 
cious sweetness than dazzling wit ; her 
featüres possessed more of benignant 
expressicHi than of positive beauty. But 
how happy, oompared to that of either 
of her sistefrs» was her lot! to that of 
Margaret of Valois, restless, intriguing» 
ambitious, accustomed to live in the 
midät of a politioal hurricane ; to he by 
turns the oppressor and the oppressed-*^ 
the äctive, beautiful, but imprudent 
Margaret of Valois; she to wh(»n a 
prison was as familiär as a palace ; now 
the theme of every poef s praise-^now 
oondesoending to patronise» or even to 
rival thöse poets ; at times caressed and 
courted, but more often insulted and 
slighted! Such must be the fate of 
every woman who forfeits her natural 
Position in sodety, and prefers exciting 
«dmiration to commanding esteem. 

Still 
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SCSI more attmviaUe was the lot dtbe 
bright^yed Inbella; die whoBe fittd 
oharms awoke a tynuQt*s rage^ and hurried 
on tbe min of tbe haplen don Carloaand 
her own. Beloved by her husband, va« 
Itied by hk mothert and the idol of the 
court of whieh she was tbe centre, 
Chude of Lorndne was destined to ftir- 
nish another example of the superior 
mhie of steady virtues over hrilliant fiu» 
colties in women. 

On the entrance of cur two heroines» 
they were acknowledged, each, by the 
young duchess, with a gradous smile of 
reoognition : she presented them heradf 
to the duke, her husband, and Uhus com« 
pleted the oeremony of their introdae- 
tion to the court 

This multiplicity of presentations, md 
tibe embarrassment inseparable from ä 
first production before so imposing an 
asaembly, brought the brilliant blusbes 
in almost unintennitted succession upon 
the dieek of Rose de Chastelar, which^ 

heightening 
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heightening the beaputy of her hazel eyesy 
and hair of a golden auburn, rendered 
her an object too stiikingly lovely to be 
eontemplated without danger. Blanche 
de Teligny, on the contrary, possessed 
more self-oommand» and seemed formed 
by nature for the Station she was ap- 
pointed to filL 

A murmur of admiration ran round 
among the young, while the older cour* 
ti^« remarked to each other^ that she 
eould be compared to none but their 
long-remembered Mary, niece of the 
duke of Lorraine, once styled by them, 
firom her widowed garb of white crape 
and lovely paleness, ** La Reine Blancfae^^ 
but better known to i^^ as Mary Queen 
of Scots. 

A sympathy of tastes and charac^ter 
attracted Blanche to the side of the ami- 
aUe madame de Duilly, and she soon 
oeased to wcmder at what she had reckon« 
ed an unequal match, on perceiving that 
it was to the young count de Duilly» 

not 
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not to the old seneschal of Lorraine, she 
was united ; the oount being heir to the 
sweschal, and appointed to be his suc- 
oessor, was sometimes named by that 
title, and thence had arisen her mistake. 

The knights wore theu: mistress^s oo- 
lours — camation, orange, black, violet, 
oouleur-de-feu, and innumerable others ; 
but those who particularly distinguished 
themselves as the queen's knights, and 
bore on their scarves of azure the ^ Urc^ 
efi-ciel^ seized that pretext to Surround 
the lovely Blanche. 

* Meanwhile Rose*s knight, to whom she 
had refused to name her colours, claimed 
her.by the eglantine bud ; and she, having 
exaeted from him the removal of his vi- 
sor, readily granted him her band. 

The knight removed his visor, as had 
been agreed upon ; but to her utter as- 
tonishment and oonfusion, the face that 
appeared beneath the visor was black as 
the mask that had concealed it ; and 
Rose found that she had been her own 

dupe». 



HENRY FOUKTP.OF FEANCE. 117 

dupe, in persuading. herseif she behdd 
in him a European knight. Yet still 
bis uncommonly. handspme : features, 
noble mien, eyes ofdiamond, and teeth 
of pearl, gave him such a lustre of beau- 
ty, that she was obliged to confess^ no 
white ca valier in the room equalled, in 
personal appearance, her magnificent 
Moor. Still her aversion to exhibiting 
in public with a figure so singular was 
insurmountable, and she could not for-^ 
bear making him some reproaches for 
his deceit. 

" I did not deceive you/' said the, 
Moor, coolly. 

" Nay/' observed Rose, " well you 
know I took you for a knight of France ;. 
nor can I now guess what you make 
here, being a stranger/' 

** I came to negotiate with Cathe- 
rine de Medicis for a kingdom, for 
Alen9on hef son, and accommodated 
myself to your manners; and so plea- 
sing was my sojoum in France, I con- 

tinued, 
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tinued» even after his death, to le- 
ade there*. My face is not blacker 
Chan my heart; and yet, if I please» I 
can make you in love both with tbe one 
and the other/' 

** Nay» now, Saracen/* said Boae^ 
drewing back» dBPended, ^ you assume 
again theprivilegeof themask; bat not 
to render my seif oonspicuous, and yet to 
redeem my pledge» thougb I will not 
danoe the passamerUo with you» which 
would attract all eyes upon us» I will 
sufibr you to lead me out among the 
oouples that dance the laxx)lta. 

The Moor smiled, as in scom, at the 
distlnction ; and bending assenf^ left her» 
and mingled in the crowd. 

After 

* Thuanus relates» that Catherine de Medicis, whose 
fitvoarite soa was the duke iTAlenpon, was so anxious 
that this prince shouid possess a crown as weil as his 
brothers, tliat she dispatched Franpois de Noailles to 
Selim, emperor of the Turks^ to demand the kingdom 
of Algiers for her 8oD| being probafoly of Satan's opi- 
nioB— 

^ Better to reiga in hell» than serve in hearen.'' 
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After the formal and minuet-Iike |9a^- 
samento d'Espagne had been dancM by 
B auffident nümber of distinguished 
oouples, a livelier and sweeter atrain of 
music, and a general movenaent among 
the cavaliers/ announced that they were 
dioosing their fidr partners for tbe more 
pleasing volta. Tfae Moor claimed^ 
with solenmity, the hand of Boaa 
Kanehe was taken out by the yoiu^ 
count de Duilly, who, altfaough mar« 
ried to a most eharming woman, was 
still conspieuous for the constancy and 
success with whieh he always selected 
the greatest beauty of the night, and 
made her the object of all bis temporary 
attentions. 

Blanche observed, with some surprise, 
that bis beautiful consort evineed no in- 
dination to join the dance. — ^^ Does 
not madame de Duilly dance the volte 
de Provence ?" she asked, for such was 
the name of the Performance in which 
they were now preparing to exhibit 

" Ah, 
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^ Ah ! no^" sbe replied, tears stnting 
intohereyes; '' ask me not, I pray you.** 

Theie was something in the tone and 
look wbich aooompanied these few words, 
oonveying more than met the ean 

Irresistibly interested in madame de 
Duilly, Blanche, as socm as she oould dis* 
engage herseif from her husbond, plaoed 
herseif by her side ; and no one being 
present with whom she feit a desir6 to 
dance, oon versed with her the rest of the 
night. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VI. 



. Teil me, thou common Father — ^tell me whj, 
Since thoa art just and good, doßt thou permit 
Successful Fraüd securely thronM to sit, 

While Innocence, oppress*d, Stands weeping by } 

BowBiNo's Selections, 

The next moming Blanche had to en- 
dure a little lecture from madame de 
Noirmoutiers, for her apparent intimacy 
with madame de DuUly. Blanche d« 
leged the reeommendation of the sire de 
Chastelar, who had discovered her to be 
the charming Jeanne de Vieilli^le, 
whom he had at first imagined to be 
married to the count de Saulx. — ^' My 
father," she said, ^^ commended that lady 
to me as the daughter of the sieur de 
Vieillevilley his oldest iriend, and the no* 
* TGL. II. 6 bleman 
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bleman through whose favour we alone 
appear at oourt" 

'' But know you,** resumed the mar- 
quise de Noirmoutiers» *' that the ooun- 
tes8 de Duilly is utterly lost to reputa- 
tion, and it is only through the favour of 
the duchess, and the respect shewn to 
her father's great Services, that she still 
holds her place in the circle ?" 

Blanche was petrified at this intelli- 
gence, and timidly exclaimed — ^' Is it 
possible that, with such a modest» such 
a prepossessing exterior» the countess de 
Duilly should oonceal oonduet so base ?"* 

'' It is noü concealed," replied the mar- 
quise, *' or I might not, peifrchance, have 
thought it so necessary to warn you 
against her«'' She then continued, in a 
move natural tone, for she found it im- 
possible long to eontinue to ^play the 
saint'«^'* It is true that a wpman may 
be so unhappUy married, and so distin- 
guished for wit and beauty, as to find it 
impg^sil^e to escape tbe dang^ of the 
J World; 
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World ; and, in such a case» it is' not for 
once» or perhaps txoice, having been mis^ 
led by the weakness of her heart, that» 
if she observes the rules of deooruin, she 
should be excluded from sodety. Bat 
the countess de Duilly has absolutely 
set those rules at defiance» and for that 
reason, mademoiselle de Teligny, I for- 
bid you to frequent her/' 

Though somewhat prepared for this 
transformation in the marquise by the 
railleries of the maids of honour, Blanche 
feit so shocked by this oonvenient court 
morality, that she was unable to reply. 

The marquise de Noirmoutiers, on 
the contrary, quite satisfieds with the 
Impression she supposed she had made, 
left the room with this sententious de- 
daration ; and nearly at the same mo- 
ment the countess de Duilly entered it. 
Several qf the maids ofhonour,who were 
also present» in order to shew they could 
avail themselves of the lessons of the mar- 
quise de Noirmoutiers, mar^ed, by their 

Q Si manner, 
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manner, that they foUowed her example 
in neglecting and slighting tbe young 
oountess. Injurious whispers began to cir- 
culate along the line, looks and nods were 
interchangedf and no attempt was made 
to rise at her approach, though it hap- 
pened that every seat was occupied. 

During this interval, Blanche could 
not forbear looking with admiration at 
the countess de Duilly. Beautiful^ se- 
rene, and surpassing the females that in- 
sulted her, as much by the charms of her 
person as by the elegance of her deport- 
ment, she looked round the circle with 
a smile that would have disarmed ma- 
lice itself of its sting, and seemed deter« 
miiied not to believe it possible that 
an affront could be intended to her. 
Blanche was new to a court, but she 
had an unerring guide in the penetra- 
tion of her mind, and the rectitude of her 
own sentiments. To look at that angeu 
lic countenance, she could not belieye 
Jeanne de Vieilleville guilty.— ** But 

even 
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€ven supposiflg her for a moment to be 
6O5" Blanche argued with herseif, ^* still 
were it shame that I should sufier a 
scom to be cast upon the daughter of the 
noble benefactor of the Valley of Lor^ 
raine." Thinking thus, she rose, and, 
with a courteous action, of&red the 

» 

countess her seat 

Madame de Duilly accepted it, and 
entering into discourse with Blanche, 
soon contrived to make her perceive she 
understood the cabal formed against her, 
and appredated the courage and kind* 
jx<^& of those that resisted it. 

The youn^ court ladies, soon perceiv- 
ing that madame de Duilly came from 
the duchess of Lorraine, and discoursed 
with Blanche of some court arrangement 
of which they were Ignorant, thought it 
best to descend from their assumed re« 
serre, and the conversation soon became 
generaL 

In the evening Blanche observed in 
th£f drcle that madame de Duilly was 

6 3 not 
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not onl j distinguiflhed by the particohr 
fiivour of the reigning dudiess, but tfaat 
ihe venerable duehess dowager of Lw- 
ratne addressed her occaaionally wifh 
marked and distinguished graeiousness. 
Satisfied by these observations hovr 
unfounded were the calumnies of the 
inarchioness, she no longer mterposed 
the degree of reserve she had in the 
morning still thought neoessary, When 
she had behaved towards the ooun- 
tess de Duilly with that courtesy 
which others so shamefuUy neglected» 
Blanche had then abstained in her man- 
ner from evincing any desire for in- 
timacy. By this union of prudence and 
candour (an example which it were to 
be wished her sex would more frequent- 
ly foUow), Blanche prevented herseif 
from being deceived by the machina- 
tions of an artful enemy, and acquired 
a lovely and amiable friend. She ob* 
served indeed that the marchioness de 
Noirmootiers and the oountess d6 Duilly 

had 



had 'f ime^petite haine^de cour hien pr6^ 
nonei^ fov eäch other^ and tbat the 
röarchioness Gontinued to bave interest 
eilough to cause madame de Duilly tö 
ineet tnafiy slights in the circle of Ca» 
therine de Medicis. 

As soon as she could summon cou-» 
rage to advert to the tragic catastrophe 
whieh for a thne had east a eloud over 
her reputation» and which had saddened 
her life for ever, madame de Duilly 
confided to Blanche the particulars of a 
history tbat would bave ^rnished the 
gFOündwork of a melanoholy romance. 
Jeanne de VieiUeville had been addressed 
at the same time by the count de Duilly 
and the count de Saulx. The latter had 
her own and her father's approbätibn ; 
the former tbat of her motber, of the 
princess Claude, and of the king and 
queen of France. The repreaentations 
of irieiids, and her affection fbr the ^rii^ 
eess Claude, wbo, in consequence of her 
own destination by marriage, most ar« 

6 4 dently 
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dently derired she should wed a noblem 
man of Lorndne» induoed her at length 
to give her hand to the oount de Duilly^ 
The only stipulation her &ther made on 
this disappointment of his own and his 
daughter's secret wishes was, that the 
dangerous oount de Saulx should never 
Visit Lorraine. 

At the oourt of Lorraine new disgusts 
awaited her. Madame de Noirmoutiers 
was also of the party, and soon obtained 
complete possession of her husband> 
ductile mind. Her life was imbitteied 
by the misconduct of these two per«- 
8ons; her spirits drooped; her healtb 
dedüned* 

In the mean time, De Saulx, who 
had loved her with all the ar^ur of a 
passionate FroTen9al, heard some flying 
reports of her unhappiness, determined 
to satisfy himself respecting her Situa- 
tion^ and| regardless of the constructions 
that might be formed upon it, determin* 
j^ on visiting Lorraine. He presented 

himself 



HEKBT FOUKTH OF FBANCE. ^129 

himself UBexpectedly to her-in the gar- 
dens of the palace. 

Agitated by surprise, and weakened 
by grief, the unhappy Jeanne de VieiUe* 
viUe confessed to him, that all he had 
herard of her sufiPerings was but too true ; 
and it was in the moment of imprecating 
vengeance upon her oppressors» that the 
count de Saulx beheld the count de 
Duilly and madame de Noirmoutiers 
approach the arbour where he had sur- 
prised frpm Jeanne a confession so in- 
imical to her peace. 

The eonsequences of this meeting 
were dreadful; the count de Duilly 
taunted De Saulx with his breach of 
promise. The count de Saulx was dot 
of a temper calmly to bear these re- 
proaches. They drew, but De Saulx, 
weakened by sickness and sorrow, was 
no mätch for the jealous count de 
Duüly- 

The young countess Jeanne saw h^r 
ül^ted lover fall^ bathed in blood, at 

G 5 her 
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her fbet Her reason tiireateiied to de* 
sert her at thb diie cataslroplie. 

The cruel Nmrmoutiers» so fat fkom 
being toached with the cdamities wfakh 
owed theur origin to her vile inshmap 
tions, availed herseif of this tmgic seeiie 
Co min the reptttati<m of the countesB at 
court But Jeanne was suppoited hy her 
ftther» and the duchesses of Lorramei 
and the recall of madame de Noinnoo- 
tiers to the court of Catherine de Medi* 
cist and a formal reeondlktion eflfected 
by the infiuenoe of the court between 
herseif and her husbmd» lestored the 
fidr filme of the young and injured 
oountess. Still notlung could beal the 
deep wound infficted on her heail In 
the shoitlived days of her yoati^ü hap- 
piness, De Saulx had invented for her a 
danoe, calkd the ^ Fblte de Prmemeer 
It is not to be wondered that^ «nee bis 
untimely end, she had for ever dedined 
that once finHmrite amusaaeiit. 

Sudi was tbe substanoe of tfaeomver- 

sations 
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sätiosks öf Jeanne de YieiUeville with 
Blanche de Teligny. While admini»- 
tering the sweetest oooaolation to her 
sonows» Blanche £3iind the greatest be- 
llet from the aequaintanee of the young 
€ounte98 ; h^ pmfuUy-aoquked knaw- 
ledge of the world» and perfisct familä- 
aiity with the babits of eourts, were a 
perpetual aource of improvement to 
Blandie in her new Situation ; and under 
her young and lovely preoeptress, she 
daily acquired graees that rendered her 
;w€rthy to piay a oonspieuoiis part in 
the sphere to which she was promoted. 
The moment iiow amvod fin* her first 
Mparation from her beloved Rose. De- 
Arcus of ehicidatioA upoa a point on 
whidi she bad /cf late been «lent» Bbimhe 
pressed Boseto explain b^rself tilie last 
jHght tbey passed togethen After a 
4iionie&t's^he8itatiDn«-f" Teil me teuly,'' 
die aeidp ^ what meant y^u fay the t^ord 
^Micerass/ aa applied to the kdy who 

Qß . h«B 
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Jias disoovered hendf to be the queen» 
•and wfaom 1 am bound to senre ?^ 
'• Hole attempted to laugh off the im- 
ppession.-*-'' If she was a scnveress, she 
faas proved, you see, a sorceress of good;" 
-6he replied. Then» growing more sc»» 
ous, she oontinued» in a suppressed vcnoe 
»-»^ I am willing to believe, my Blanche» 
'that my fears magnify the dangen As 
for the rest» a solemn oath binds me; 
it is one that was extorted from me^ 
and never faave I known perfect peaoe 
sinte I have had aught conoealed from 
you/* 

^* Enougb/* Said Blanche tenderly ; 
** great shame it were that I disturbed 
your mind» now that it requires all its 
strength to endure t04n<»Tow^» imrtihg.'^ 

With these wbrds the gentle girfe 

^comtnended each other tp repose. Biift 

the moming shewed that Rose had re^ 

ed but ' Utile;' and wben tbe. sire jfe 

Chastekt aniioünbed Ijiniserf in' readi- 

^nesB for departure/she düng to Blanche's 

bosom» 
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bospm, as if nothing but force could se- 
parate them» His adieus to Blanche 
were scareely less affecting. — ** Child of 
my adoption,'* he cned, ^* I leave you in 
the midst of dangers, opposed to which 
prudenee is often vain; but virtue in 
the end must prevail; conform not to 
a corrupt court, but rather let your ex- 
ample shame it. Daughter of Louise de 
Coligny, surely you can never affix a 
stain upon your mother's memory. The 
rank, the power, and State of a duchess 
de Valentinois fade before the glory that 
encircles the fair and virtuous maiden.'' 

Blanche received these admonitions 
with respect, but knew not there would 
quickly oome a time when she should 
need them : she knew not the variety 
of dangers life ofiers to the view — ^lures 
for the tender and weak, gilded baits for 
the lofty and ambitious. 

" Farewell, my dearest child/' re- 
sumed the sire de Chastelar, while so- 
lemnly blessing her. ** Through every 

soene 
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floene tliat tbou art doraMd to pais» be 
ianoocnoe tl^ guid^ and FrovideiiQe 
diy hope ; ai^ though example sboiild 
in vite, and temptation should aasaii thee, 
ding to the padi of duty. 

' FaIS CI QUB DCIS 
AtVIlMB iQVB POURBA.^ 



CfiAP. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Sbwtb'd in the gliUering pomp of war« 
Bright M ito red »od threateniAg stai^ 
Yet mild as Hesper's dewy light^ 
He eomes — the hero of tbejfighti 
That regal port, that bearing high, 
The graceful mien, the sparkling eye, 
The smile that chas'd each cloud afar. 
All told— 'twas Henry of Navarre. 

The Tournament, a matque. 

Whil£ Rose de Chastelar, foUowi^g 
her father^s humble fortunes, retiimed 
with him to the Valley of Lorrain^ and 
the tnore brilliant, not the hapf^ier» des- 
tiiTf of Kandie reteined her in the sei^ 
Tioe of a court, the lot of Ami by whQie 
»fluenoe» seo^tly exerted» this moDMi^ 
toos change was accompüahed^ was caat 
in fax different soenea. 

We 
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We have seen the duke de Joyeuse, 
in the first chapter of the first volume, 
setting out at the head of a brilliant ar- 
my, with the determination of subduing 
the hitherto invindble king of Navarre. 
Foiled at that juncture, and oompelled 
to disband his troops, he now found 
himself» a seoond time, in the command 
of a still more powerful force, and once 
again took the field agdnst Henry, in 
the füll determination of achieving his 
ruin. The design of the king of Na- 
varre, whieh was to keep on the de^ 
fensive tili reinforced by the junction 
with his Gernian auxiliaries upon the 
Loire» was frustrated by the sleepless 
activity of the duke de Joyeuse, whose 
ipund objeet was to foroe Henry to give 
Jiattle bdbre he could effect this juno- 
tjkm ; and so perseveiingly did he foUow 
up. this plan, that Henry at length 
ibund the unequal combat inevitable, 
and the twq armies met upon the plalns 
ofCoutras. 

The 
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The morning sun, which shone bril* 
^antly upon the forces of tbe duke de 
Joyeuse, glanced upon beaming helmets 
and dancing plumes« scarves embroider- 
ed. by the hands of high-born beauty, 
and costly velvet mantles oovered with 
gold and silver, the glitter of which 
was only rivalled by that of the war- 
jiors' poli3hed Damascene blades. 

The troops of Joyeuse (consisting in 
great part of lancers) were distinguished 
by the beauty and docility of their fiery 
steeds^ which bespoke their careful train« 
ing in the mandge; and all that the 
Union of loyalty and gallantry, of courte« 
sy and chivalrous ardour^ could inspire^ 
glowed in the breasts of the inexperi- 
enced, but daring youths, whoformed 
the flower of this courtly army« 

That of the king of Navarre» on the 
oontrary» had the ädvantage in disd- 
pline, experience« and the cause of truth 
and liberty for which he fought Nq 
unnecessary pomp encumbered bis fur* 

ray; 
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ray ; but he was sunounded by vetoran 
troops, who bore the scan of many a 
well-won field The race of Valois be» 
ing likely to become extinct with the 
present reigning monarch, Henry the 
Third, the king of Navarre» was revered 
and cheiished by a great part of France, 
as heir presumptive to that crown whidi 
he ultimately inheiited. He was se- 
conded in the battie by tfaree princes 
of the blood, bis near relatives — the 
princes o£ Cond^ and Conti, who joined 
him from conformity of views and prin- 
cipleSi and the coünt of Soissons^ who 
was fürther animated with the sweeter 
hope of being rewarded, if successful, 
with the band of the hing's sister, the 
princess Catherine of Navarra. 

Amid the mass of floating pkimage 
and wäving banners, splendid houslngs 
aiid silver crosses, that dazzled the eye, 
in whichsoever direetion it tumed to 
vlew the oourtly army of Joyeuse, let 
US select tiiree figures grouped apart 

from 
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from the main body c£ the army» and 
each sufBdently worthy to fix the at- 
tention by tbemselves. 

The first of these warriors, who was 
disttnguished by his gaiety and good 
mieD, and who bore in his housings and 
armour the revenues of a prindpality» 
was the gay, gallant, courtly favoürite» 
the duke de Joyeuse in persön. Like 
Henry of Navarre, his own family fur- 
nished him with firm and proud sup- 
porters : his two brothers, the affection« 
ate Claude de Saint Sauveur, and the 
devout but daring Henri de Joyeuse» 
ralUed, a living rampart around him. 
Fond of his family, proud of his sove« 
reign's favour, and blest in the recent att 
tainment of peerless beauty and a prinoe* 
ly heritage, combined in the person of 
a rieh and lovely heiress, the spirita of 
Joyeuse (natundly high and daring) 
now revelled in the excess of a bride« 
groom*s exultation, and (like all lua gal« 
lant army) choosing some appropriate 

motto 
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motto and devioe» his shield bore the 
impKSS of the objects of his devotion« 
It was a field azure, oovered with roses 
and lilies, emblems of the fidr and of 
the empire of France, and the oondse 
and gallant devioe was — ** Tout pour 
ewo eipomr eUesr 

The second cavalier leatit upon his 
sword, while engaged in familiär con* 
versation with the duke de Joyeuse« 
Contrasted with that of Joyeuse, whiüh 
was white and silver» the armour of this 
knight was sabte, adorned with a pro- 
tamom of pearls ; and when, in the man- 
ner of one rather aecustömed to brave 
danger than hardship, he raised from 
his fair features the weighty casque of 
war, the stately and majestic form, the 
beautiful band, and süperbe chevelure, 
would at once have distin^uished him 
aroöng a thousand. His cry in the bat^ 
tle was '' Blanche-Ia-Belle T 
• A little apart fixnn these two, a knight 
in green was making observätions upon 

Henryks 
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Henry's army. — " By our Lady !" cried 
the duke de Joyeuse, as fae contem- 
plated their martial array, '^ trust me 
not, my lord, if the king of Navarre is 
not the youngest man in his own araiy. 
Look at those iron faces and buff jer- 
kins — surely they are the remains of 
the old campaigners of Jarnac and Moiit. 
oontour.'* 

" The king of Navarre sets na störe 
by bravery of apparel," observed the 
knight in green ; *^ and was wont to 
say of the gallants who would flaiint it 
at Court at the expence of their estates, 
that on every gala day they bore a fo- 
rest of trees on their baeks.** 

'* It is well that his broad lands are of 
more value than his array," resumed 
Joyeuse, disdainfuUy ; " for with God's 
good aid, ere sunset they are mine.'' 

Though accustomed to the precipi- 
tation and pride that accompanied the 
buoyant spirits of the confident Joy« 
euse, his two oompanions were unpre« 

pared 
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pared for this last stroke of vanity and 
presnmptioii. Indeed in tbis age it can 
hardly be believed, if it were not voiKdi» 
ed for aa an historical fect, liiat the duke 
de Joyeuae was so assured of victory 
over the Hugonots on tlie fatal mornmg 
of Coutras, that he had actually oh« 
tained from pope Sextus the Fiftfa the 
oonfiscation of Henry's sovereign do» 
mains. 

** Duke de Joyeuse, you have a pFo- 
verb against you/' muttered the knight 
in green ; but the Observation was made 
in rather a lower tone than that in whidi 
the rest of the discourse was held ; ^^ they 
say we should not seil the skin of the 
bear,** 

At this moment the general hastily 
called for bis horse. The ütkt kn^ht in 
black armour, and the knight in green 
(Cadet le Perle and bis attaehed Flores- 
tan), remained an instant alone ti^e-* 
ther. 

** Ah^.my lord,'' exdaimed Florestan^ 

dropping 
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dropping the tone of quaint and caustic 
huniour with whioh he had addressed 
Joyeuse, " what is that I see yonder ?" 

•* What dp you see?*' resumed Cadet 
le Perle^ rather impatiently ; " you see 
the king of Navarre, haranguing his 
troQps for battle ; and vive Dieu ! we 
will shew them we are ready to give 
them a warm reception. Ob» how my 
heart glows at this approach to the com- 
pletion of its dearest wishes ! Give -me 
but to meet Henry of Navarre in single 
fighty and the next moment let my ban- 
ner be converted into my shroud T 

As he spoke the countenance of Cadet 
le Perle assumed that haughty and he- 
roic expression which it sometimes, 
though rarely exhibited ; and this geptle 
and graceful being, whom a common ob- 
server would have pronounced fitter to 
iigure in courts alone, was suddenly 
tran^formed into the warrior breathing 
menace and death. 

** YoVf fight for reyenge and<gl(»7( 

my 
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my loid," resumed Florestan, with an- 
otber deep sigh ; ^ but for wfaat do / 
engage ? — which dde can I wish to pre- 
vail? Mark you yon warrior on the 
silver roan— »he wfao now bends over 
bis proud steed's neck, to receive some 
Order from Henry of Navarre?— oh God ! 
it is Maximilian !— it is my brother !— he 
who in youth supplied a parent's place, 
and who now perhaps may receive bis 
deatb-wound from my parricide band T 
^' These scruples are ill-timed,'' Cadet 
le Perle mildly resumed. *' If Maximi- 
lian be in the service of Henry of Na<< 
varre, is not your brother Philip in that 
of Henry of Valois ? — and if yoa, for 
your part, have chosen the service of 

^ Enougb, enough, my gracious mas- 
ter !** resumed the volatile, inconsistent, 
and unhappy Florestan, kissing the 
princely band that the disguised warrimr 
extended to bim. '* I have chosen, and 
I do not repent ! — ^But, oh, gracious Pro- 

vidence» 
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videnee, guide my band far from my 
brother in the mortal fight T' 

The cry to arms was now beard ; the 
warriors flew to tbeir several posts. Flo- 
restan, wbo preserved a tender remem- 
brance of the guiltless and happy days he 
had spent in the Glass Valley with 
Rose de Chastelar, chose for bis battle- 
cry *• la Fleur d'Epiner in mystie allu- 
sion to her name ; and every warrior of 
the royalist army, putting himself into 
the lists, might have been encouraged in 
the words of the minstrel — 

** Now, galiant, for your lade's sake !" 

for the graceful and intrepid flower of 
the young French nobility, that com- 
posed the strength of Joyeuse's army, 
rushed pn to battle as they would have 
döne to a festival, and seemed to feel as 
if in the actual presence of beauty, '^ rain- 
ing influence" by her smiles, and distri- 
buting the rewards of glory. 

Nothing could resist the shock of such 

TGL. IL H tumultUOUS 
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tl^a^ltuoug valojur. The ^rst chaiga 
foroed the Protestant line& The kmg 
of Navarre had t^e aoguish to behold 
\m noble&t di|efs~fto behold Tai«si9# 
and L^ Tremouille give way befor^ tba 
impetuo^ity of Joyeuse, secoljLded by t)|e 
fiür but sabl^^ves^ed knight» who, givi^g 
bis servipes to the royal viny, in tbß 
quality of a yolunte^, reserve^ tp hi^^ 
seif ifhß power of moving ^m pl^c^ ^ 
place in the battl?» and IweRßting äß^gfas 
wherever s^ appe9i?«d ynited to tly^ 
promise of glory. 

Then was the struggle, the deadly 
strife of civil war; the unnatural con- 
flict, in whieh not only the fatber migh£ 
£igkt against the son, the bpother againat 
the brother, and the dearest relations of 
life be violently rent asunder, by tiMiae 
very haods that, in happier times» would 
bave rejoieed to draw their sacred baads 
the closest ; but those who pro&ssed the 
same opinions on the awful points oon»^ 
laected with their etemal wel&re» those 

who 
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wbp h%A ^* walked tpg^ber to< tbe house 
^God in Company," found tibe^selves, 
in tbe bettle, ranged on different sides ; 
fw the king of Navarve's army was com- 
posed almost equally of Protestants and 
Caldüolies ; and even tbat of tbe duke of 
Jbyifiiifle possessed a considerable num- 
ber of tbe former persuasion in its 
ranks. 

But now tbe moment was arrived fbr 
Gonduct and experience to assert its claim 
ov^ dariqg but undisdplined valour. 
Abeady tbe Hugonots deemed tbe day 
waa lost— «-already tbe Catholics had 
^QUited victory ! wben a tremendoua 
discbarge of artillevy, under tbe direction 
of Maximilian de Betbune, baron de 
Rosny, tbrew disorder into tbeir ranks, 
aad mowed down cbie&. and soldiers in 
one indiscriimnate destnu^timi. 

XLow Cor tbe &s$t time tbe boastful 
ioyeuse disoovered tbat be bad com- 
BÜtted a^capital enor, in pladng bis ar- 
tillery so injudidously, tbat it was of 

H 3 little 
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Httle or no service in repelling the well-^ 
calculated attack of the enemy. But, like 
most characters of bis description, instead 
of endeavouring to remedy or atone for 
this oversight, with his good fortune his 
presence of mind seemed to forsake him« 
No longer giving any but confiised or 
contradictory orders, be left the remain- 
ing Chance of victory to the king of Na- 
varre, who, with the prince of Condd 
and the count de Soissons, scoured the 
field, reanimating the flagging spirits of 
the Hugonots, and performing in their 
own Single persons those prodigies of va^ 
lour, which, in our more calculating days^ 
seem to belong less to history than to 
romance. Wherever the battle raged 
hottest, there the white plume (the bau^ 
quet deplumes blanchesj, by which Hen« 
ry of Navarre was always distinguished, 
shook like a meteor, threatening instant 
death. Wherever that white plume 
waved from the beaming casque, there 
the knight of the. fair and waving hair 

sought 
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-sought Henry of Navarre — sought in 
him bis mortal enemy ; and still as he 
turned bis fiery steed to meet bim, some 
power, superior to botb, seemed to in- 
terpose and avert the rencounter, as if 
anxious to preserve for future fellowsbip 
and love, two brave and gallant spirits» 
tbat only required to be better known» 
^nd judged more justly, in order to rush 
into eacb otber's embraces. 

It was on one of tbese occasions tbat 
tbe faitbful warriors of Henry of Navarre 
attempted to form a rampart around bim 
of tbeir bodies. — " Stand back !" be ex- 
daimed — ^* stand back, my friends, I 
pray you, Would you eclipse me ? Let 
my sun sbine forth !" 

At lengtb tbe discouragement of the 
Catbolic army was complete. At this 
prospect of total discomfiture, Joyeuse 
aeemed no longer to retain possession of 
faimself. As he rapidly traversed tbe 
field, endeavouring in vain to rally bis 
flying forces, bis look, his voice, bis ges- 

H 8 tures, 
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tures» amottnoed the madness of horror 
atid despair. — *^ Tndtors ! is this yoiir 
kiyalty? Distraction! Wülyel^th^ 
ncred. hnnen of tbe Qposs fall into 
heretic httids ? — Oh my abused m»tefr ! 
— ^h my kttt Amenikide ! — ^Perish ! m- 
ined Joyeuse ! They obey thy vcice no 
morer 

He Said truly. Vainly was he heard, 
in alteraate metiBoe and suppUcation : 
the araiy he had hurried to desttuc- 
tiovi no longer adcnowiedged him as 
their chief. The frienda, tbe brodiers 
in arais with whom h^ had deeined him» 
seif invincible, lay stretehed around 
him upon tbe Uoody piain ; bis fevoiir- 
ite brotber, Claude d6 Saint Sauvetnr» a 
corpse at his feet; bis oth^r brbiber, 
H^nlry, a prisoner, or dead : tbe Catholic 
general now gave himself up entfi^y to 
despair. In vaiA Cadet le Peii^ tried to 
rouse faim-^tbat youtbfiil hero, who stiU 
fought by bis side, and wbo tbroughout 
tbe various cfaances of tbe battte bad stäl 

carried 
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canied victary whicheföever way he fcarn- 
ed his arms*-*-** Comage, my lord !" he 
Glied — '^coorage, anhi itisay yet be well 
with you." 

Joy^üse poifit^d to the bleeding body 
öf Claude de Saint Saurenr^ and made 
him ho other repiy. 

" TcMMoiraw we will mourn your gd- 
iant fafother,'' the prihcely warrior re- 
auDded ; ** to-day we must avenge him« 
-^Rouse^ Totxie yoürself) Joyeuse-^all 
teay not be kjtst ; consider what yet re- 
nMMis to be done." 

''Onre thing remains^" rej^ied the 
Wretched Joyeutse 5 ** yes^ one thing yet 
f^teaitos for us to do-^td die !" and rush- 
ihg into the thkkest of the battl^ he 
«oon found, on tbe points of his etletnies' 
^ weapons, the reitaedy for bis woes and 
for his sfaame. 

Thus perished, by the misoonduet of 
one individual» the möst gallant army 
that had ever been assembled in Franee. 
Thepkin wa& coTtered witb Catholic 

H 4 dead. 
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dead, and with the scattered wrecks of 
rieh habits, weapons, and Standards» tbat 
but an hour before had made such a glo- 
rious show. At the beginning of the 
discomfiture of the Catholics» a Hugonot 
warrior was observed riding impetuously 
across the piain : he was mounted on a 
silver roan ; but the silver spots that had 
adomed the sable flanks of the war- 
horse were now changed for gouts of 
blood ; yet stiU he bore bis master over 
the field, where he often bent to inspect, 
with anxious solidtude» the countenanoes 
of the dying and the dead, among the 
scattered army of Joyeuse. At length 
he met the object of his search — ^the 
knight in green, not fiying, but hastily 
wheeling round to receive the expected 
renoounter. — " Yield ! you are my pri- 
soner!" cried the eider knight, in a 
trembling voice« 

" Not while I have life !" the younger 
one replied. 

He gave a second look, dropped the 

reins» 
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reins, and in an instant both had alighted, 
and were strictly clasped in a fratemal 
embrace. 

Flörestan was the first to speak.— "AU 
is then lost indeed; but I am free from 
guilt. Readily then I yield myself a 
prisoner to the dear confinement of a 
brother^s arms." 

By nature calm^ and habituated to 
check his feelings, the eider knight was 
$ilent for a moment, as if^ on finding his 
younger brother safe and unharmed, he 
had been ashamed of the solidtude, which 
was the real motive that led him, to wards 
the close of the battle, to scour the ene- 
my's squadrons; but nature at length 
prevailed ; and though he had n^any 
eauses of coknplaint against Flörestan» 
they were all for the moment laid aside 
in the tumults of this joyous recogni- 
tion. 

Maximilian, barem de Ilosny (after- 
wards universally known as the cele- 
brated duke <^ SuUy)» was the one 

H 5 among 
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among the Hugonot i^letn wbo enjoy^ 
ed the greatest portion of bis inaster's 
affection ; although so careful was Hern 
ry not to oreate jeldonsiev and diyüfibns 
amotig bis MmAn, that he ofteD afiected 
in pobttd to treat hfan with itnüfiereiiee^ 
and eren with eoldness. The bnon de 
Rosny was attached from prindple and 
conviotiofi to the purer tenets of thö re^ 
formed iaitlh tn youth Florestan de 
Bethiine had fcUowed in hisfbotrteps^ 
and it was with the deepest grief he beA 
aftervrards behehl thls fitvoarite brothcr^ 
lured by the «plendours imd promi^^ of 
the coutt of Henry tbe lYiifd, cbooM 
another matteri and abjure the Imly and 
dttiple forfti of wonhip in which he fand 
been edocated. FoUies innumenMei 
disaipation^» and neglect of bis brothef^d 
advtce, hdd been the consequenoe of the 
new ties Florestan had formed ; conse«* 
quently Masimiliaiiy thou|^ deli^ted» 
by any means in hii powei^ to hav6 fo» 
eovered the prodigal h^ deptot^, deem^ 

ed 



ied it his dnty to idapose a check upbii 
his feelings, tili he had discövered bövt 
ftr the heart of Florestan was really äor- 
nqpted by the torrent (yf tod examfite 
to whkh he had been ex|)osed. 

The two brothers were now alotie tJo^ 
gttt&ef in the quartars of the barem dk 
Roany ; and some refreshments ha:ving 
beenhastily placed beforeFtoredtati, Mä!^- 
ifitiflian presi^ him to partake of tbem 
ifith a aoldier's franktiess of heart. — ** I 
diaU thmk you coßsider yourself as in- 
deed a piisoncr/' he said^ ** if you ri^fuse 
to do honottr to our öheer." 

Though by nature light and volatil^, 
n vatiety of painfnl emotiicHis prevented 
Florestan from bang more at eeise thafl 
h» bröthei^, after tbe first feeling of mu- 
tual aatiftfiiction bäd subsided; he wab 
abcbdied nsad dejected by the total äi^ 
ootnfitüK of his party, ahd, abov^ all, 
arixiotis and uncertain respecting the 
fiite of Ihe bek>ved master for wbo^e 

H 6 säke 
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sake he had quitted every tbing— of 
Cadet le Perle. 

*' Fortune has played a cruel game 
with US this day," at length he said; 
'* and I cannot choose but moum the 
joonsequenoes of errors, some of which 
I saw, but had not power to prevent. 
I tnoum the loss of so many gaUant 
knights saerifioed to one man*8 vain and 
selfish hopes-^-I mourn the blow that 
chivalry has in our persons receiv^. 
Yet still, mingled with our bitter shame^ 
there is some aweetness in finding my- 
self once more under your roof, my bro- 
ther ; it makes me almost fäney those 
times restored, when your Instructions 
supplied a father's place." 

Maximilian sighed bitterly: Flöres- 
tan had toüched a string which, for bis 
own sakcj he ought to have avoidfid. 
Maximilian thought of that dead fatiier 
who had so solemnly recommended bis 
youngest bom to his care^he thought of 
the utter disappoimtment of all the hopes 

he 
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he had so fondly charished ; and unwil- 
ling» in the Singular predicament in 
which he stood, to utter reproacbes» he 
preserved a mournful silence. 

" Ah, Maximilian/' resumed Flores- 
tan^ ** what a long cessation there has 
been in our correspondence ! Had you 
oontinu^ to aid me with your counsels, 
I might have sooner checked myself in 
the career of foUy— 7had you but " 

** How could I continue to obtrqde 
counsels that were un welcome ?" inter- 
rupted Maximilian, impatiently. ^' No, 
no, Florestan — ^when I saw you prefer 
the promises of a Machiavelian queen 
to our Hugonot frankness— when I saw 
you run headlong into the snares of foUy 
and pleasure by which she surrounds 
herseif, I knew at once all I had to anti- 
cipate: — that you would prove unfaith- 
ful to your king and to your God.** 

^^ Oh, spare me, Maximilian !" ex* 
daimed Florestan ; '* I have been all 
that you say ; but I have long abjured 

follies 
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follie« which I eVd* det^tcüi In ttiy faetft; 
it is lotig sihoe I faäve mfaigled in Ute 
fnvolities and supenMons df the Ftwidi 
oourt — since I harte madä one of Üilb 
paities of devötion, or parties <^ plea- 
sure, that succeed one a!nother tliiä&t ife 
cbntemptible ittoniEUth. Th^ugh s&rvifi| 
to^Aj in tfae aridy of thie üitfitttitnMtfe 
duke de Joyeüse, the Aatfit^ üttd^ whosie 
indepeiidtmt faännöra I ^gM is y<kaig» 
amiiiabte, and ^h^roub, äft hö h right 
ropi ; änd it is uticefßiiiify df 1^ liNe, 
Ii8 well ik iOttdit fcr the päcA^ thäf ÜMr 
douds the hdur öf nleetSng Hfük 4tt^ 
bfoVber I häVe äd long depldj^." 

** Arid toay I ä^k the ilathe df Ü& 
iiew itaasti^?^ sdid the hätaü de Rosny, 
Übe Atiaiiexity of m toriaet äs^ rehtt^ 
ing into a äihiSe. 

'' Pardöh tue, Mäxh^üötti," tep»^ 
Floresem ; ** but it iä a sielt» hie A&At 
iiää a rigbt to nVeal ; abd if ke has feHen 
tö-dfli^, it tMst be butiied in my bO(- 
aöm.** 

As 



As he gave uttölhance to thii ^biiU 
liieing suppo&itioti^ the cöontenance ef 
Fldreisldn evinüed tfae anguteh and agi* 
täftiofi of hh mind ; and the bafün de 
ROMy, the rnan in the world best qua- 
Meds by bis own eHperience, to judge 
of the tnefit of d^Vöted fHends^hip in 
another, rose^ ahd no longer conflbated 
f hö feeliDgs thät ihipelled bitü onee more 
to rush to bis long-loist brothei^ emtmee* 
-^«^ Enough^ Floreistditi" be e:iidbifned ; 
'* b6 tbis {»rinde wh^ h^ may^ be baft in 
thee a ttied and galknt friend. All Ü 
not lost, since you prese^ve your preM 
bity — tbat sense of bonour and invio- 
lable fidelity tbat is to us as the breath 
of life. Your principles have escaped 
the wrack, and we will yet spend bappy 
days togetber, with my Charlotte, at 
the chateau de Rosny." 

At the name of Charlotte, Florestan 
shuddered; but De Rosny was too mueb 
taken up with the new and gracious feel- 
ings whicb henow suffered to penetrate to 

bis 
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hb heartp to observe the passing emotion. 
_<< We must shorten the time we spend 
together,'' he resumed, *' for duty now 
calia me to my master, where I trust in 
God, dear Florestan, we may hear some 
good tidings of yours. The king has 
not yet supped«— will you trust me once 
more to present you to him ?** 

^* Ah» Maximilian, that I had never 
chosen any other guide !** 

The baron de Bosny and the Chevalier 
de Bethunerose together on saying these 
words, and together sought the quarters 
of Henry of Navarre, 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

La prosperit^y qui endurcit les &mes foibles, amoUit les 
Coeurs altiers; et rien n'est plus döux qu'un H^ros 
apr^s le gain d'une batailie. Marmontel. 

The morning of Coutras was perbaps 
the most fortunate in the life of Henry 
theFourth; yet how often before the 
dose of day must that generous heart 
have been wrung ! The steinest warrior 
acknowledges the wide difierence be- 
tween commanding destruction in the 
heat of battle, and surveying^ in cold 
bloody the devastation that death has 
made; how mixed then with painful 
sensations must have been the highest 
triumphs of Henry, who, to the hero*s 
unshaken soul, united the heart of more 
than woman's tenderness ! 
The flush of triumph was past— -the 

voice 
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▼oioe of merqr took its turn. Having 
given, with the most attentive care, 
every requisite order for the relief of the 
woanded» the king of Navarre, finding 
that even his own quarters were filled 
with 8u£ferer8 in the recent struggle, 
thoüj^ht fit to transfer the scene of his 
evening refreshment to the Castle of 
Coutras. 

PMmpt m sll his moTements, Henris 
aMMaratite there so quickiy sucoeeded 
to the atinoutioenient of his intetttixiAb, 
that tbei^ was not time allowed to pie- 
p8K tot bim» üi to aimounee to imb 
that the ctttle was almbst as littie sisited 
IM the wyal quarters for his receptmii 

Alon^ umormed, at the dose of da^, 
Heniy entöred tbe Vatot and dimly-liglrt- 
ed balL A eold diäi Struck oil his 
heä!tti but he reproved the unwoBfted 
Wiä^kncJBis, imd sammonitag all his aauBi- 
bood to his aid, advanced up thebdl, 
towards a table upon whicb soraeduti^ 
was lald, over wfaich a doth had Been 

hastily 
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hastlly fiung. Bieside this object kt^ 
the finest and most grac^ftil youtig mm 
Henry hall ever beteld-^khe llioüMlil* 
was Cadet le Perle— Sie dW:h condeftb^ 
all tbat remäiiied o{ tlke iä^ gäy, sisto- 
guine^ exülting, duke d^ Joyeuse. 

Henry of Navarre turnöd with ffiin- 
gted pity and höWor Atom the sight^«- 
** Kay, cän yöu not htöck to gaze oh 
bim ?•' Cadet Ife Pefle exdWtöed, rising 
With sternrtess in bis lötok ; *• when I 
removed hi$ öorpse, I knew not tbat bis 
foe beld tevel her^.'' 

Tbe king öf Natatt^ paulsed; he 
Ibdked oh the distilacted j^dUtb Wltb äta 
«X^pressioil of ineffiible pity> such pity 
Bis tbat t^itb wbich a supieütiör spirit itiay 
be stipposed tö vie^ the MrähdeHbgs öf 
a ttibrtal h^rt When too severdy tried. 
At ktagtb he ispoke^ attd bis Voi^ Was 
Hke the hä\ta tbat drbp», tvith heaMrig 
softnfess, into the #öünded breast.-»-** I 
mätk not the t^ordi* of a bWive öoldifel^** 
be saii^, " Who tnounis the loss of a gaU 

lant 
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lant friend; such words cannot offend 
mCf or dishonour you. Yes, mourn, 
noble sir; those are tears that do you 
honour— moum the loss of a friend cut 
o£P in the flower of his youth, in the ca- 
reer of his glory. God, who this day 
gave victory to the Hugonot arms» 
might equally have blessed those of the 
duke de Joyeuse, and no disaster that 
has overwhelmed. his army can diminish 
the lustre of the deeds of chivalry singly 
performed by Cadet le Perle." 

Softened, in spite of him^lf, by this 
noble testimony to his merit given by 
his generous foe, Cadet le Perle had 
nearly forgotten the cause of enmity 
that still subsisted between them. In 
Order to resist this favourable impres- 
sion, he was obliged to recall it in its 
füllest foroe, and answered haughtily-«-* 
*' I thank you, prince, for suffering me 
to moum my friend; as well had it 
been had you not given me cause to la- 
ment my mistress. J no longer sigh in 

the 
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the cbains of the marchioness de Noir- 
moutiers, yet that does not exonerate 
me from claiming from him who robbed 
me of her favour, the satisfaction of a 
knight. Though disguised to others, 
you know well that the birth of Henry 
of Navarre ^oes not put him above the 

vengeance of Henry of '' 

A slight smile passed over the fea- 
tures of the king of Navarre, and hastily 
interrupting the cadet, he exdaimed — 
" And has the marchioness de Noirmou- 
tiers been able to persuade you, Cadet le 
Perlie, of that ? Often have I had to a&ijk 
pardon of my people for a failing for 
which nothing but the miseries and 
treasons I have met with in my own fa- 
mily — nothing but a life spent in toils 
and hardships, can offer an excuse ; let 
them forgive it, in consideration of the 
love I bear them ; but, vive Dien ! never 
had I such cause to blush for having 
^uffered myself to be for a moment the 
dupe of an artful coquette, as on finding 

it 
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it ftutiiabojd her with afois to porsuade a 
aoble knigbt that I wm capable of ddi- 
hont» tre^ehery." 

A Short GQHveusatipn ensued, which 
aided in the total leconc^Uation of the 
two prinisely warrior^ and tbeir mutual 
eoDtempt of the dam^ de Noirmoutiers, 
who, devoted to the interests of Cathe- 
rine de Medicia, paased her life in fo- 
menting aimilar misunderstandings, and 
under the mask of galligfitry» betraying 
the seorets of all partief» to the Maetua- 
yßhaxi queen. 

The bar thiis removed tbal^ had x>re- 
TeQted two noble hearts £rom under- 
ataiiding and appredating each other^ 
the reaction on eaeh ade was propor- 
tionably great; and it was over the 
bloody 4{oq)se of the unfortunate duke 
de Joyettse that Cadel; le Perle took the 
secret yow, wbatever new circun^staniG^s 
naight occur faereafter to separate them, 
aever again to let any thing aUer the 
^teem, the admiration, and th^ respect 

he 
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he feh risiBg in his breast for the gjdlafii 
Henry of Nai^arre. 

The king ordered that the 0oq)SiB cf 
Jo^euse should be giyen u]> to H^eiiiy^ 
viscount Turenne» with tbat of Clau^ 
de ^Saint Sauveur» bis brottier. Tu- 
renete wa$ their neasest relalion» i^ 
would, he kneiY, shew their rqBmm 
eirery hQnour» though s^ving und^ tb^ 
opposite bapner, as so often occun^ in 
diDse iiiiibappy times. Thus clofiied i^he 
^ortlived exiütation q£ thß eBes&y^ whß 
bat a &w hours before had boasted tha^ 
he had obtamed the graB.t of Henry 'n 
lands ; but net a look, not a gesture, bt^ 
trayed thot he thought he had the ain^llr 
est cause for triumph. Having giv^ 
thi^ neeessary Orders for the perforüH 
anee of these mekncholy duties, he i^ 
f»ired to. the Chamber above, where his 
aupiper was prepared« and where bi9 
warriors waited to present to him tkß 
Standards and priaoners. taken in battle.. 

Cadet le Pesle, tr^ated with evi^ry 

distinction 
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distinction due to his real^ not bis no- 
minal rank, found himself surrounded 
by the surviving warriors of Joyeuse's 
anny, mingled with the Hugonot offi- 
oers of Henry's train. 

The king of Navarre was the first to 
press them to oonsider themselves a& 
guests, not as captives ; and when they 
learned that they were actually to be 
set at Uberty without ransom, their arms 
and baggage restored, and only the 
wounded retained, to whom the king 
directed that the tenderest and kindest 
attention should be paid, admiration was 
carried to its height for the character of 
a young hero, who oould check every 
emotion of exultation after a victory so 
decisive, and in a moment transfonn his 
enemies into admiring friends. 

Rosny presented his brother Flores- 
tan anew to the king of Navarre. The 
impetuous and repentant youth would 
have thrown himself at the feet of that 
monarch, who never knew what it was 

not 
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not to forgive, had not Henry of Na; 
varre hastily preyented him. — " Rise, 
Chevalier de Bethune," he eagerly ex- 
claimed; '^ such Submission is.only due 
to God r 

The meeting between Florestan and 
Cadet le Perle was of a dififerent descrip- 
tion, and his extravagant joy at finding 
his beloved master not only safe but un- 
wounded^ could only be equalled by bis 
satisfaction on discovering all the daims 
opon bis heart united, and that he could 
at once pay his duty to his prince, and 
give himself up to his reviving at- 
tachment for his brother, and for Henry 
of Navarre. Cadet le Perle saw j»nong 
the officers of Henry's camp many dis- 
tinguished for their rank or Services. 

At the table of Henry of Navarre 
were united the illustrious princes of 
Condä^ of C(mti, and the count de Sois- 
spns. Cadet le Perle feit unpleasantly 
strack with the sinister expression of 
countenance of the latter, tbough the 
u. VOL. IL I features 
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ftfttures of tibe oount de Seiaflons wen 
of unoommon beauty; it waa at cmee 
easy to traoe there die Ascmatiooi thal 
woD the heait of the king*« si9ter, and 
the unprindpled ambition that tiied sa^ 
Gvetl j to undemiDe the kiag of Navarre 
liifwmJf- He saw in the TaMant Le&« 
digui^rea ofie who^ irano the atatkm of a 
privale geDtleman» faad ndsed hifoself, 
bjr mmt and talent, to he all-powerfiil 
in Dauphiny« ao as to make eyen the 
odehrated Victor Amadeus» duke of Sa* 
voy, tranble. There ako he beheld the 
gdlant La TrteouiUe» duke of Toiir^ 
whoae dianicter» diatiDgittshed alike ibr 
martial fire and «lentad energy» rmdered 
htm wcxthy to be the ally and oomfiat 
nion of the hing of Na^rafre Ahove 
all these, two warHors^ irom opposite 
cauae^ aittracted the attentioa of the 
princdy atranger: the one vms a man 
«dittdenihly inder thirty yeavs of aga^ 
of a eountenance ao atem» that it was 
aearaely poasibte to look ob it uniaoTed: 

the 
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tfae memory of some unpanioaable out. 
rage seemed wntt;en on bis dark and 
dbttigriess brow; and ramd bis kft 
aim fae worea Uaek scarf, as in tofccn 
of cberisbed and perpeCoal mourrangi 
yet Cadet le Perle feit faimself drawn 
by an inesistiUe fa^nation, often to 
tum bis eyes upon tbis cbief, for in per* 
sen he bore a stiildng resemblance to 
bimsel^ and in features to Blanebe-bu 
Belle. 

Cadet le Perle tumed to an offieer 
wbo aat next bim, to inform bim bow 
thia dark-browed warriw was named. 
He could not bave applied to a persoaa 
more auited on any subject to give bim 
information. Duplessis-Momay, tfae 
moat gifted and lettered of tbe warriors 
of ECenry's court, readily replied-* 
** Tbat dark*browed and dark-scarved 
cbieftain k Franeia de Cdügny, only 
Burviving son of tbe admiral, and aur- 
named Cbatillon. Tbe fatal massaere of 
k Sinnt Bartbäbtni» tboogfc perpetra- 

13 ted 



ted in h» ohildbood, is nerer absenC 
fioD lu m c ni or y ; and the Uaek scaif 
booDd aroond his ann is a needless, 
thoa^ a yaking memento^ never to 
beremoved tiU he has arenged the atro- 
aam% the never-to-be-ibigotteii murder 
cf his fiither. Mudi I kor the last act 
€f tfaaft tragedy is to oome. When wiU 
■MD, enlightened by phüosc^by, oease 
to place Tirtue in revenge^ tfaat fills fidr 
Fianoe with soenes disastrous as the 
times of her first feudal barons! To 
what exoesses has the bloody Guise > ^ 

Cadet le Perle intorupted him iin- 
patiently — '*And who is that wanior 
plaeed at the left hand of the king of 
Navarrer 

The knight to whom he alluded fonn-^ 
ed a oHitrast to the dark ChatUlon : a 
golden Star glitteied upon his surcoat, 
of dazzling whit^ and a scarlet mantie 
assorted gallantly with the rest öt his 
appareL 

"«That knight," resumed Duplessis- 

Mornay» 



»ENEY FOURTHOF FRANCE. 173 

Hornay, smiling, " might, with Maxi- 
milian de Bethune, be pointed out as tfae 
king's chief favourite, were not oür 
sovereign too just to distinguish any by 
that odious title. It is Henri de la Tour, 
viscount Turenne * ; you see he is dis- 
tinguished by the Order of tbe Golden 
Star/' 

" It is an Order of chivalry with which 
I am unaequainted/' said the cadet 
, " In truth it has scarcely penetrated 
beyond our court," replied Duplessis-* 
'Momay ; " indebted for its origin as it 
is to friendship and religion, not to feats 
t>f arms. In all his feelings fer~vent and 
sincere, our monareh is more particu« 
larly. so in those impressions connected 
with our holy faith ; considering there* 
fore the anni versary of his baptism as that 
of his real birth, he, from his earliest 
youth, enjöined that it should be ob- 
served in preferenee to his birthday ; and, 

1 3 among 

* Frpin whose marriage wich the heiress of Si^dan 
flOid.BotiülQa. sprang the celebrated marshal Taren ue« 
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amoDg the eariiest aets of his lift^ ms& 
tisted to that effect the Order af tlie 
Golden Stai^ whidi was oonfiiied to a 
verj fleleok mimber» consisting oiüy of 
luoh as were fint and dearert in bis love. 
The distinguishing badge was by bim 
adopted in refereme to tbat Greater 
Star, wbich guided the steps of the xnagi 
Aom the eastcm world.** 

^* I knew not,** resumed Cadet le 
Perle, after this short and tnie bistory» 
** that you Hugonots, who bare no pa^ 
tron saints, set such importance on yonr 
faaptismal day.** • 

*' Nay,** Said Momay, ** our purer 
fidtb in lejecting the patronage and hu« 
teroession of men onee like oursehrei^ 
however they may now be glortfied» only 
reaerves its botnage to oarry it mortoom- 
pletely to the Lord of ligfat and life ; we 
are Hugonot^ not Infideb^ sir knighi." 

The cadet blushed to perceive tbat tbe 
plulosophic Mornay had dived into bis 
de^est thoughts ; yet, being like all the 

individiiak 
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inQ^yicIuals pf ins lioils^^ a bigotted Ca-^ 
tholici hc CTOssed hiulsel^ and with stsri^ 
oQsnesd replied*^^^ So gteat fei souI as tb^ 
kiilg of Navarre'ts I hope yet to s6e 
wltfain th^ pide of the only true church.'* 

Improbable aa tbis wish was« he lived 
tö see it fiilfilled. 

Numeroiis immes, eqtially illustrious 
te tboae of Turenne and Chatillon» graced 
Htnty's hospitable board^ where tbe Hu^ 
götiöt of&oeit; cx>uld otily be distinguisb- 
eil from tbe noble captives by tbe greater 
degree of attention tbe king in all tbings 
A^wed the latten 

Uli now, tbe young and illuatrious 
fitranger bäd erroneoiisly iinagined tbe 
pTofessorik of theHugönot religion to con* 
«ist chiefly of adventurers» or persona of 
humble birth« He now foundi on the con« 
trary^tbat tbe reformedfaitb included ma- 
ny of flie most illustrioin nanCiefi in France 
among its ndiks» He was eqüally Struck 
with the tningted löve and reapect with 
vf^hk^ H^ry crf^Navarre inspired bis offi- 

1 4 cers. 
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oers, who seemed to'consider faim ät onoe 
as the prince for whom they were bound 
to venture their lives, and theirafiection- 
ate brother in arms. He oommunicated 
these new impressions to the king with 
his accustomed openness, who replied — 
** I trust indeed they love me, eise would 
a large debt of love on my part remain 
unpaid; but it is in Bäam you must 
«ee me, among my native people. — ^What 
say you, Cadet le Perle — will you yield to 
be my guest ? you shall receive a moun- 
tain welcome ; and if you love the chase, 
vive Dieu ! we will shew you sport that 
my brother of France might envy.** 

^ Cadet le Perle replied, with his accus- 
tomed gallantry — *' Nay, if I be carried 
a prisoner into Bäarn, it must be as'a 
slave to the princess of Navarre's brigbt 
eyes." 

*^ Right,** resumed Henry, clasping 
the band of his guest within his own. 
'* Well Said that gallant knight and öoüp- 
teous monärch Francis the First, that ^ a 

Gourt 
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loourt without ladies, was like a, year 
without spring, like tiie . spring without 
roses/ ViveZHeu! it was wisely and ex- 
•qeUently spoken ; and if you will accom- 
^any me intO; B^arn, I will introduce 
. you to such Foses as. France might wish 
'mingled with her lilies in vain." 

The king alluded to the princess Ca- 
therine his sister, and the celebrated Co- 
risande d'Andoin, widow of the count 
de Grammont, and sometimes called 
countess de Guiche. 

The count de Soissons could not dis- 
semble his chagrin at this in vitation given 
to a knight of such a mien as Cadet le 
Perle. The latter however would Hot 
«fuse. an ofifer that was pressed with the 
grace peculiar to every thing Henry said 
9nd did ; and as he looked towards Flo- 
restan, to see what was to be^ ultimate 
destinatk)n, the king resumed with gaiety 
/— *' All my other prisoners I set free ; bat 
you, Chevalier de Bethune^ remain under 

i5 tlie 
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ttie costody of the fwon de Rosny^ by 
Mm to be dlfpoied of » h likM him 
best" 

Thing« being tbi» amng«d that tbe 
fH«tidft ihould not be seperated, they 
both prepired^ not wHfacrat a ieeret feri- 
ing of pletstire« to take a neenr riew of 
Henry'8 oouit, as they had already of his 
eamp, and to judge by theimehref of tbe 
rtputed beauty of the dangerous Ca- 
therine of KaTarre. 

Several times, botb during the ben- 
qnet and in the ooune of the ODnTersa- 
tion that emued, Cadet le Perie bad 
glanced anxiously around him» in qncat 
of one wliom he oould neitber diMorer 
among tbe prieonen, nor bear of among 
the dead. 

The ob|ect of his solicitade was no 
other than tbe valiant» tbe ifevout» tbe 
mysttc Henri de Joyense ; be wbose ao- 
tions^ during tbe oourse of a long life, 
defied alilce tbe comprebension and ak- 
enlation of the mass of mankind, who 

remained 
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remilifaed erer dalnous wbetfaer to clasi 
thtfm lyGodng thö öfispring ci eoeehtridty» 
w tfa^ Insults of an Inspiration firom Hea* 
Ven. Scpatated in thd heat of battle ftom 
his broth^i wbo believed bim lost^ Hetüi 
ÜB Joyeuse onlj came up in time to see 
4bat brother receive tbe des^tbwoutid be 
so öageiiy sougbt 

TheunwiUing survivorof botb theduke 
de Joy^use and Claude de St Sauveui*, 
bis heart sunk b^neatb this douUe oala- 
mity, atid tbe total oveitbrow of tbe 
cause to wbicb be bad brougbt all tbe 
en^rgies of bis atdent spiiit.'-^'^ Wby 
.was my wortbless life spared,^ be pa&- 
Jicmately exclaimed, ^^ wben tbe braver 
and wortbier were laid low ? / bad no 
bride to lament my loss, no fdend tbat 
wottldbave moumed overmy fall.— Wbat 
tirill become of Amenäide ?*^ As be ask- 
ttd bimself tbis question» a sudden illu- 
mfnation^ as from Heaven» seemed to 
dfecate to bim tbe oottrse be was to put- 
fiud.-^'' Yi^ I will go,** be eried> rising 

1 6 from 
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fix>m the Stupor in which be bad fbr a 
moment sunkr-** I will break to her the 
tidings that» from another» wonld be hei 
death ; and then let God guide my foot- 
steps as be pleases r He took a fresh 
borse from bis squire ; strong in bis pure 
intentions, be did not blusb to fly : a 
soldier of tbe enemy would bave stop- 
ped bim— be laid bim dead at bis feet 
.Onee dear of tbe fatal field of Coutras^ 
little oecurred to Interrupt bis rapid 
jöurney across tbe country, tili be arr 
rived at tbe cbateau of tbe widowed 
ducbess of Joyeuse in Daupbiny. His 
moumfui duties towards her perfwmed, 
tbe mind of Henri de Joyeuse seemed 
to ündergo a great revolutiori. 

It was evident bis tbougbts were be- 
yond tbe reacb of others to fatbom-«- 
bis sorrows beyohd tbe reacb of friend- 
sbip to beal. Often» in tbe mysteriöus 
visions of bis former life, Henry bad 
fancied himself called from tbis world 
by au invisible power. Deprived of 

every 
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jsveiy öbject of which his äfifectionate but 
timid^ retiring natüre had clung, how 
gladly wbuld life have been now resign- 
ed by him ! It is such losses that finst 
leäd the survivor to consider his own 
mortality as a blessing : but he coüld not 
die; and religion shuddered at theat- 
tempt to cut short his own existence. 
He could not shorten those days, but 
fae could devote them to God. The so- 
Utüde in which he lived every day 
strengthened these thoughts; but he 
panted for a more complete solitude — a 
more unbounded freedom. 

The duchess de Joyeuse, äfter the 
first agony of her grief, had given him 
the hönours to which he lineally suc- 
ceeded, and mournfuUy reminded him 
that the Castle and all the surroundinir 
«Tito^w«hisown,butheh.di 
jöined her to continue to reside on it ; 
and requestirig, as the only favourhe 
demanded at her hands, that she would 
not seek to restrain or cross him» quitted 

the 
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th# cBidc^ and Struck into tbe wild asd 
miftequented deserts aiound. 

Dauphüiy was woon behind him, and 
the AI]«, between Fiedmont and Savöy, 
piesented a soroe of gloom and sbeiiltty 
khat almost matchcd the direolation of 
his mind. Herti spuming beneath his 
fieet the empty hotwurs tfaat sfemed 
inöckery to a bioken hetrt» the unibf- 
tunate duke Henry de Joyäuie began 
to maditate and mature a jdan that had 
ofteti oceuited in the midst of his moüt 
worldly avoottions* 

Resolved to dedicatd hiooself to a re- 
Ugioud life» still a rtmainder of hi^ for- 
mcr habtts dictated the one that should 
be his choioe t of all reUgious institu- 
tiotis^ that of the oompany sel&named 
Jesuits moBt fired his imaginatiom and 
satisfied his heart 

The admirable order« unity, and dn- 
eipUne, thit marked the inttitution 
fbunded by Loyola, the profound leam- 
ing and various eoquttiMieilt« üf tts 

memberSy 



tnemb^rs, th«lr acktiöwl^g^ ütility 
ftnd importanee to the »täte» nU united 
to give thetn lh6 preferetioe in bis Mind ; 
yet^ weäketied by grief, it sometimes 
iradllftted towards peifect secluitlotii and 
he dgbed for the sölitude, the ^' waveless 
calm,'' that marked the fim bermita of 
the desert.— •* How blest,** cried the it 
lusttiöUB etithusiast, " to w ear out life in 
solitudes like these ! to sbare the hea- 
ven-prepared meal witb none but the 
solitary eagle of the rock, and to fear 
no human faoe nor human feeling inter- 
rupting the etemal aapirations after the 
Most High ! But then again, how dis- 
tinguisbed bis lot, who enrols himself 
in a blessed Company, where neither 
king nor Cassar demand a servile ho- 
mage, but the invisible superior (emblem 
of the Power wbose servant he is) only 
issues forth his commands for works of 
Utility and wisdom ! Such is the * Com- 
pany of Jama^'-^may I be wc^hy to fbrm 
<mc of tbat noble army !** 

He 
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He paused to contemplate the landr 
scape around— every moment it assamed 
^n additional aspect of savage gloom ; 
tbough bis soul was strongly nerved 
with faith, bis human heart sunk withiii 
him. At this moment be observed an 
upright stone, which alone bore tbe 
marks of art among the rocks of tbe de- 
Mrt ; it bad the following inscription : 

** A BROXSN BEaNCH, 

A 8HIYERCD LANCE» 

AK EXTIIIOUISBED BRAND, 

HE DIED WHILE YET AtlVfi. 

YHE VICTIM OF TUE KOST ATAOCIQUS TY RANNT» 

FORTY TEARS IN TBIS SOLITUOE HE EXPIAT^O 

YHE REFUSAL TO BECOME THE PARTICIPATOR OF CRIME. 

BTOPy. WANDERER, AMONO THE9E SUNLES$ SHAOES, 
,AND LEARN, IF THEY TEMPT THEE lO A LIFE OF SOLI- 

TüDE, 
THAT A GCILTY DESPOTISM " 

Here the inscription broke o^ ^md 
Heniy, while he feit his. blood grow 

cbiU, 
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chill^ involuntarily looked aröund to see 
if he could not discover the author of it. 
A feeble, bent-down form, in a monastic 
habit, approached the spot; he held a 
graving tool in his band, atid began to 
work. 

Duke Henry de Joyeuse approached 
him ; his own sorrows had increased his 
native tendency to compassion. — " Fa- 
ther," he said, " if we intrude^ot on the 
sacredness of thy sorrows, deign to dis- 
dose the name of the victim whose fate 
these lines record ; whose is the tomb on 
which thy pious labours are employed 
in an inscription ?" 

The monk looked on him for a mo- 
ment with a wild and haggard glanoe, 
and then mournfuUy answered — ** It is 
my own." 

' The duke stepped back a few paces, 
then recovering'himself, resumed — "Art 
thpu then of some Company of holy 
brothers, who remember even in life wfe 
are in the midst of death ? Be thou my 

guide 



186 HBNET FOUETH OF FEANGR 

guide ttid pattenl-4n the höly itork I 
meditate I am fortunate to have feiaid 
a ooadjiitoiw.-^'' 

At these words tbe hapless man bunt 
into a wild and bonid laug^, and tben re^ 
peated— ^ Coadjutor ! coadjutor ! yes» that 
wafc th^ title with wbich tbey baiied me 
in deriaion» wheti I was ddivered orer 
to the whlps and acorpioni of eUmti 
reprobation. Too soöKi I fbund that it 
meant not a helper» but a broken iMwieb 
"«•an aitn eut off from the graat body«^ 
a wtetch oondenmed to eudiess pena»6e 
and unimaginable ^oes." 

He cast his arms abote bis head ih 
tttter despait when h6 had «ided tbese 
words» and püositrated himself on the 
«tefile rock before hU 8elf««rected toottfa. 
Henry found his curiosity keenly ex- 
dted by this mysterious betngi and re- 
aumed«^'* Tben theae solitudes are not 
yoür Toluntary choiee-^bow call yoa 
tbetti?'' 

""Know 
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** Know yött not/' re&umed the awful 
$trartger» ** you are m the ' Aoeursed 
Mountain»?'' 

Henry started TbeM Alpine 8oli«> 
tudeSi that but a moment bdbrd bad 
»poken peace to his soul» now appesoed 
in their true colours^ and frowned in their 
native desolation. 

** Hear me!" resiimed the outeast. 
*' Yoü are now in the infkmous atrof^ 
hold df a tyranny, cotnpared to whicli 
the chain of king or Caesar is easy« and 
bis burthen ligbt. I have aaid you are 
in tbe * Montagnes Maudites ;' tbe aure 
wd seeret place of punishtnent fbr those 
who faave ofifended againat lioyola'd de- 
crees. Brief and fearful is my story ; 
hear it, and shun a similar chain >^ 

'^ I belonged to tbe Company of tbe 
Jeraita^ and was intrusted with a mi»- 
aion of importanoe. As ita dark secreta 
veie gradually unfolded to me by thoee 
who set the seeret aprings of the oom- 
munity in motion, it wM Ibund they 

were 
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were mistaken in thdr choice, that I 
sbrunk from the shedding of blood. 
What Steps were to be taken ? — I had 
been too incautiously trusted. I was re- 
called — summoned to the presence of 
the superior, who received me with a 
mild and gracious aspect — ' My son/ he 
Said, ' thy Services have been too long 
neglected ; thou art worthy to be named 
to a higher ofBce — ^henceforth take the 
title of <* coadjutor,** and go forth to aid 
and proteet our cause/ 

'' I received the nomination with an 
insane joy» tili the truth burst forth in 
the derision of mycomrades, and I leamt 
that * coadjutor/ or * brascassi,' was the 
iiame adopted by the Jesuits' vile equi- 
vocation and infernal policy for the vic- 
tim doomed to destruction. The next 
-ÖBy I. was seized, blindfolded, and bome 
away ; I oould only judge of the dis- 
tanoe I travelled by hearing the slow 
passage of the horses. 

** At lengtb my guides halted — roy 

eyes 
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eyes were unbound; I looked. around 
me— even my persecutors had disap^ 
peared. How frightful was the sehse of 
desolation ! — I filled the air with entrea- 
ties to them to return. 

" They retumed no more ; but with- 
Iq the cave in whieh I was unbound, I 
found a scroll, acquainting me with my 
dreadful doom — with the secrets of the 
summary and cruel punishments of the 
Jesuits — that I had only escaped death 
by being deemed dead in the woiid — 
that the funeral service had been already 
performed over a waxen image repre- 
senting me — that I was to wear out the 
rest of life a Wanderer among these ac- 
cursed mountains, and that the slightest 
attempt to escape would be foUowed by 
the prompt and certain vengeance of the 
invisible superior, who had the dagger 
whetted, and the poismi bowl prepared, 
.which it would be as impossible to.shun 
as the certain fiat of fate." 

Here ended the story of the solitary. 

He 
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He retumed his moonful oocupation« 
aod Henry feit all his resolution Aeken 
by this intenrieur with tbe vietim of des* 
potitnu 

To l)elong to a monastic order, to be 
suhservient to a chief, who was not an- 
swemble for his decreet to any terapoial 
power, appeared now under tfae coburs 
ofahideouaslaveiy. 

Equally stripped of charms was tke 
peaceful hermitage, when he saw that 
even tfaese sterile sditudes were invaded 
by vain regrets. His mind floated un- 
entain upon a sea of vague oonjeotnm 
and hesitatioii. His Tocation was rtill 
itroi^» yet he diuddered at tbe dangen 
and disguats tbat surroanded the step he 
weditated. He ioaplored to be eolight» 
ened and dtrected frocn on hig^ aod at 
lei^tii determined not to quit the desert 
tili enaUed to fix biß wavering resokh 
tions. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



<•^tf^r^sr^^^«sr^#«^«»«^«|^ 



Tbus C^tberinQ ^pqk^ jxqt 4ouIh hier ckiiip. 
In sooth she was a witching dame. 
The h#art had ne'er b^en foiuid^ whonäe prid# 
Qne light irequestyrom 4er deiued. 
But most she loved that pow^r co show, 
Which chaDged to friend tbe deadliest fpe. 
For this the League's dark chiefs. were $een^ 
Miogliog the Jilied ranks between. 
Aby dauntiess warriors ! guard your hearts. 
And dread the ladye's conquering arts, 
For many a knight those smlles shall gain, 
From GuJse's rale to Henryks train. 

I^« Toumament. 

It is well known» that afler tke battk of 
Coutras, the disumcoi among Üie €iiie6 
prevented Henry of Navarre froni join- 
iog his Garman allids, and foUowing up 
thia (bsmiy^ straice with otlier and 

more 
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more important victories. Seeing that 
the principal offioersof his army decided 
on withdrawing their troops to their se- 
veral provinces, he himself adopted, with 
aeeming alaerity, the resolution of reti- 
ring into B^am with the oount de Sois- 
sons and his newly*made and noble 
friend* 

Another motive, perhaps, influeneed 
him more than he would own, and oon- 
tributed to rnake him aequiesce with a 
good grace in this act of necessity. 
Henry the Fourth, who had triumphed 
over every other human frailty, is but 
too well known to have been all his lue 
the passionate slave of beauty ; and the 
desire of laying the colours and trophies 
he had won at the feet of the fair Cori- 
sande, countess de Guiche, rendered his 
return into B^am not more an act of 
policy than of inclination. 

The oourt of B^am, under the direc- 
tion of Catherine, the king*s sister (usu- 
ally styled mademoiselle Navarre), pre- 

sented 



HENRY FOURTH OF FRANCE. 19S 

sented the assemblage of all that was 
gay and gracious, united to a degree of 
liberty that was not to be fbund in the 
court of France; Every day brought 
its amusement with it ; so delighted was 
the princess Catherine with the safe re* 
turn of her beloved brother, that it 
might be truly said, chaqtie Jour etök 
jour de fite. 

Under such circumstances, while the 
guests were so mutually pleased with 
each other^ that nothing seemed wanting 
to the party, and it appeared as if any 
addition must diminish its charm, sud» 
denly, without any waming to piepäre 
the minds of her hosts for such a Visita- 
tion, arrived the news, that her most 
gracious majesty, the queen dowäger of 
France, would honour her 8on-in4avv 
and his sister with a visit, and was äc- 
tually Coming down with a numerous 
escort 

These Visits to the little court of Nä- 
varre, of Catherine de Medicis, were al- 

VOL. II. K ways 
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wftys BUre to diffuse ^strust and &itiay, 
Mider tbe mtak «of «milM and weloDmei^ 
m tkey were never undertaken by Ae 
quecn but witii the design öf gdinii^ 
aome advantage, or winning some parti- 
«ai from her 8on-in4aw* Knowing ÜaA 
they only gave wonh to the sedvt aen- 
tiihents of the printess and king of Na- 
varre, the courtiers did not diatemble 
tkeir ilUhumour at this interraption 
.to their pleasures^ md -canvassed her 
migesty's designs add usiial pfactins 
with unreaibraiiied freedocn. 
. ''Is it tme»" askedCadet le Perle, 
who heard the news with ^ifferent eaac>- 
4ion8» *' tbat the queen-mother, at berad- 
vaneed lage^ has undertaken so lar a 
loumey? Hoir die jnlisfc ddight ia 
travelling !" 

<' DeKght in giving trouble, and 4d- 
ing mischief f med Dapleasis-MotlM^. 
*' The old palace will not be able toce- 
^ve her a»d ller tridn, and vre dmH be 
Mf ruined in l)FaHraie8 and bangi^, 

»ere 
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ere Üieie is ä chamba* recköhed fitting 
for tbe meanest of her ofiioers.^' 

fiyery one preseiit gave his opinion 
in tum öf fche expected royal favour, 
and few were möre flat^ering tban tfaose 
wMch Momay faad prociomiced. 

Mean white the news of the pröjected 
vo^age de la mkr was recdved bj 
Blanebe as a. welcome reMef* Sinee she 
hffil been wbat is technicidly termed 
"in isiemee,'' sfae faad faeard much of 
tfaese poUtieal joumeys of Catbedne de 
Medtciis; and the idea of a change of 
fiaoe» of a visit to the country, and n 
ooimtry so rioh in romantic scenery as 
Kävarre <and B^m, was most welcome 
4o one who, reaied in retirement, lasK- 
^uished, erenin the midstof splendour» 
fbr the health and liberty sfae had enjoy^ 
^ in tbe vidley of Lorraine. 

The modeof üfe foUowed at the iittie 
CDort of Lorraiiie Was «ioit fttigitiiig to 
tme tb whom early babit had «otiFender- 
«d it familiär. 

K 2 A youth 
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A youthful duke and duchess, fireed 
from the burtben of State afiairs b^ the 
administration of their eider relatives, 
spent their whole time in devising new 
recreations» which their courtiers exe^ 
cuted. It was a true court of Faery, 
in which nothing more serious seemed 
to be thought of than airy routs and 
revels. One day it was a masque or 
pageant — another a play — a third a ball, 
or a concert ; after which, scarcdy faad 
the participators sunk to repose, in order 
to repair the waste of nature, when the 
tones of the merry hörn aroused them to 
different but equally fatiguing amuse- 
ments: the court were all in motio« 
for the chase—the ladies were summon^ 
ed to witness the triumphs of the hun« 
ters, and sleep was banished from this 
gay realm, as if the subjects who oom- 
posed it had been immortal. 

However delighted at first with a spee- 
tade so entirely new to h^r, the bealth 
and spirits of Blanche soon equally be^n 

to 
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to dedine. It was at Ihis juncttire that 
she heard the projected journey talked 
of ; and sls, among the ladies of the 
eourty she had contracted a real friend- 
ship with none but the countess de 
Düilly^ so, on her departure, the idea 
öf bidd&ig farewell to this ** lone and 
lovely one," was the sole consideration 
that cost the sympathizing Blanche a 
tear. 

The dejeetionof the fair countess was 
a sutject of raillery with the maids of 
honour, who had given her, in derision, 
the title of " fa Pleureti^,'' and were 
unaUe to conceive the generous pity 
that drew the heart of Blanche towards 
this child of som>w. 

The avowed object of the queen's 
Visit to the courtof Navarre, was to knit 
together those bonds of friendship and 
fdBSnity which war too often severed — 
the secret bn^ to obtaih from the yicto- 
rious Henry terms of peäce more advan- 
tageous than those which, immediatefly 

K 3 after 
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ifker tbt fafttlü« of Coutraa, he had, «ith 
usptecedentsd m^goanhnitj» offiered to 
his royal nameadke. 

The bottory of thMe times presenl • 
pictore of eontndiotions. and inoonoisfcf 
eocies, whidi» if not too weU «ttestedl 
wouM be deemed incredible. So weak 
and yaciUating waa the poUcy of the 
coort of Francs so jealous of all partiea 
its miserable monafch, that it is even 
Said Joy euse had greatly dee^ed in the 
royal favour, froni tbe disoovery that he 
incltnedtotbeLeague; and that the king 
of France feit aecrrt satisfaction in bis de- 
ieat at Coatras, and held a private eor* 
respondenoe with the victorioiis amy» 
through the interpodtion of the barem 
de Rosny. 

Such being the dispoaitions of her seil, 
Catherine feit herseif invested with füll 
powers to treat All that afaSity coold 
^ect in negotiaticxisof thi&kind was 
oored by the addition of Gonaaga, di 
of Nevers, and other noblemen of 

know- 



All tusic lonifti^ läfiCHiimion oquici psrfoim 
was prtpared to auspvise tbebeart df th^ 
sagaeioQs bvtt gftlbxit monaroh» whose 
asawpla kd thci fishion in hb court of 
dmfokßA attacKsaent to tbe faln The 
faefvy of beautieff yrho aooompaxiiQd €a^ 
tbeitne ^ Mediais on her palitioal tours^ 
faaöl obtaincd ihe appcllation of her fiy* 
ing^}xadM(m(0icadkoakvd(miJ; andthat 
HO aaductioB might be wanting» tbe ge«- 
nius of love and poeay, in the simpe of 
Aimar de Chastelar, who had retiumed 
uniuGfieasiiil fröm hia Geratan imasion, 
WM now ineluded in tibo eoatfc progrMS^ 
pvqaarfid to awg tiie trtumphs of beaatyv 
or to sfoond the vows of beroes» m ooca«^ 
^on 9bo«ld fiuit 

Af they appraaohed tbe termc^ tbeir 
JMtney, the movofßent and animation 
wbkh tha prwpMt pf -a new spbera q( 
MÜQn «xcitad in tbe teauties of Ifat 
ooiiirt was a aource of wonder and amuat^ 
meiit to Blanebe. Whisperoi nods» and 

K 4 looks 
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looks of inteUigenoe, diculated around ; 
and the part each was to perform in the 
political diama was assigned to her, as if 
diey had been the characters to be ^got 
up* in a new play. The merits, views» 
and foibles of the Chiefs of the Hugonot 
party, were well understood by these 
women of the world ; and each promised 
herseif that the ardent and ambitious 
Turenne, the faithful Rosny, and evmi 
the cold and philosophic Duplessis- 
Momay, should yidd to her eloquence 

or her charms. 

* 

The queen-mother, who directed and 
encouraged all these movements» wiäi a 
truly Machiavelian dexterity, at the same 
time preserved, in her own deportm^it, 
such an outward appearance of dignity 
and decorum, that the ladies most in her 
oonfidence durst seldom speak of their 
projects in her presence ; stQl sbme 
hints involuntarily escaped them, re^ 
specting '^a new man," the technical 
term by which an important acquisitk» 

to 
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lo the paHy was always 'designated. 
Withont seeking to win their secrets 
fyoxn them. Blanche soon learned from 
the Gonversation of the maids of faonour, 
that this *^ new man'' was named the 
count d'Harcourt, a younger brauch of 
the illustrious house of Lorraine, and a 
young prince of the highest hopes and 
promise — that he had been exiled from 
the court of Lorraihe by the duke de 
Vaudemont, for some youthful indiscre- 
tion, and had sought and found an asy- 
lum at the court of France; but that he 
was now supposed to be, by choice or 
necessity, a guest of the king of Navarre ; 
and she had reason to suspect that the 
recovery of this lost prizewas one of 
the secret objects of Catherine's gracious 
Visit. 

In Order in a more becoming manner 
to receive her majesty, whose presence, 
with the train she brought along with 
her, was always as welcome to Henry of 
Navarre and his sister, as the fall of an 

K 5 avalanche 
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avalandbe to tbe Swi» peannl^ tbe 
eMrt of B^am reniDvwi to Nfoe» tke 
ancient rendeuoe of tbe kinga of N»- 
rwrref and whera theiv weie better ao« 
cominodaliont for the two ooiiits tbua 
fortunately united. 

Jl pang ahot thiougli the beert lof Ca^ 
therioe de Medieis u she eraaied %be 
portal of tbe dttteau ^Agen^^-oienioi^ 
was buiy at het beert and bme ; bui^ooD 
inastering the ttnwdoome i9tfudeft sbe 
prepared tomeet her vamesake» the prin^ 
eess Catherine» with tbe bfty dignity and 
courtesy that became bar rank. 

The prinoess was in leadinese Uk te^ 
eeive her, snrroiuided by the most diSf 
tinguished bdies of her court. .Her 
beautyi like that of most princesses» bad 
been exaggerated, for mademoiselle. N^ 
Tarre might in faet he styied mther 
agoeeaUe tban handsoiae ; but tb@ pesr 
feot graoe of her manners wßs adiQired 
by all, and her powers of insinuatiaii 

were 
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wen Bfanoely smrpassed by those of her 
oaptivating brothmv 

Hemy of Niivarre now ad^anoed to 
meet the queen. She greeted bim with 
a cordiality that seemed to spring di- 
rectly from the heart. — " I trust you 
will not find us a burthen upon your 
hospitality, my son," she said ; *^ the 
desire to lenew old fnendships made 
me quit the court of Lorraine for yours, 
and you see we oome your prisoners, 
unarmed, and almost unattended." 

^^ Call ye this unarmed, madam ?^ 
answered Henry; as, tuming from the 
queen to her youthful attendants, he 
glanced bis sparkling eye along the 
blooming band ; ^^ by my faith, it has 
seldom been my lot to enoounter so fair 
and so perilous a brigade as that you 
leadr 

" Harmless, believe me,** replied the 
queen, while she secretly hailed the pro- 
mise bis words seemed to announce. 
Restored to her wonted complaceney 

k6 by 



SM HXNBY FOVJBTH OF FRANCS« 

by his address» she now gaUy yielded 
her hand to tbe king» who oonducted 
her to tbe hall wbere they weie to sup. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER X. 



Withia 'twas brilliant all^ and light, 
A tbronging scene of figares bright; 
As when the settiug sun bas given 
Ten tbousand hues to summer even^ 
And from tbeir tissue fancy Frames 
Aerial knights and fairy dames. 

Lady of the Lake* 

The queen and her ladies being seated> 
the knights of Henry's court were sao« 
cessively presented to her. On the 
name of the count d'Harcourt being 
mentioned. Blanche remembered the; 
many particulars she had heard respect- 
ing him ; but on lifting up her eyes, shc; 
could scarcely credit their testimony» 
when they revealed to her the memonh 
ble figure pf Cadet le Perle. 

He 
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He ^d not ieave her long to reflect 
upon it» but while the oount de Sois- 
8on8 anxiously sought a place near the 
prinoess of NaTtrrev wbom he loved, 
and all the other heroes of the eourt 
sought the Station most suited to theu* 
several secret predil e etion» Henry of 
Lorraine pboed biraself neaiast to the 
lovely Blanche, and softly whbpered — 
^ May the oount d'Harcourt hope the 
continuanoe of that grace which has 
been extended to Cadet le Perie ?** 

While Blanche, blushing and agi^ 
tated, endeavoured to reply, the oount 
eontemplated, with pride and 4elighl^ 
theatriking developetnent^if evury graee 
produioed in her by Cheeo9tame of th^ 
QOtirt, and= bis exulthig eye seemed to 
guy _fi Thia ia m^ werk !* 

49!ocerely m he had worshlpped hei* 
in tbe Valley of L(»raine, Heniy'^i waa 
a heart to prefin* the object of its ho- 
mage when surromided by alt the das»» 
zling advantages that rank and ^^en- 

dour 
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■ 

dour oan bestow ; be rejoiced in tfae 
happj oemmenoement, and ooQtcn* 
plated the futoi^e ocmdusion of bis plan« 
AlreaAy be beheld ber passiiig from tbe 
Service of tbe aged ^ueen-motber, - to 
that of bis blooming relative, queeti 
Louise of Lorraine; fillii^ sucoessively 
tbe grades of dame d'atotir, dorne 
d'^onneur, and dame du pcJais, distin« 
gaisbed in those eventful times equaily 
by ber gifts of mind and person» tili ät 
length be shotrld venture, even to bis 
fiimily, to own bis love ; for Henry was 
stiH too mucb the slave oi tbat VfM)d 
wbicb loved bim, and wbicb lie loved 
too Well. 

Tbw was not a time however to com« 
mtinicaite bis tboughts ; tbe queen-mo« 
ther, notwitbstanding sbe bad beeü in-« 
dticed at first to prove &vo»raUe to Ins 
wi^s, had ber private reasont fer dis^ 
oountenancing tbe attentions of ^tbe 
prinee of Lorraine to Blanohe at the 
court of Navarre; and Henry, peroeiving 

ber 
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her pierdng eyes tumed . towards theo^ 
H^hispered— '' TcHiight is inauspidous 
to me-^to-monow may be more favour* 
able. Shall I challenge an audience of 
you for a few moments, fiiir Blanche,, 
at the fountain of St John ?** 
. Blanche hesitated a moment ; but on 

» 

reflection, did not fear to infringe a duty 
in granting bis requeat H?nry had 
plighted bis faith to her in the valley 
of Lorraine, and had thus aoqiiired a 
title to her oonfidenoe.«— *' I will hear 
you at the fountain of St. John," she 
Said» with a soft seriousness; but the 
joy and tendemess that difiused itself 
over the countenance and manner of 
Henry did not permit the long duration 
of any feeling of resentment, and ßhe 
iKX>n resigned herseif to the sweetest 
pleasure the deceitful world has to be- 
stowi— the enjoyment of all its most 
brilliant attractions in the sodety of the 
one object that is more attractive than 

* 

Next 
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Next to the princess Catherine» the 
countess de Guiche, her first lady of ho* 
nour, drew the most attention. 

Corisande d'Andöin, countess of Guiche 
and Grammont, was one of those loyal 
and patriotic fair ones who, in those days» 
were willing to make the greatest sacri- 
fices of land and fortune to support the 
cause they espoused. The king of Na- 
varre owed no small obligations to her 
generous assistance during the last war : 
she was a widow at her own disposal, and 
common fame was busy in assertinga 
softer sentiment to be the cause of the 
heroic self-devotion of the fair Corisantde. 
The queen-mother well knew that she 
was not in the interests of her court, and 
resolved to play off the npiachinations <^ 
her maids of honour against h^er on the 
heart of the easy-tempered kiog. Va- 
rious as their dispositions were the 
charms by which these ladies were dis- 
tinguished. The perfect beauty of form 
and feature of mademoiselle d'Ayelle 

designated 
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detigneied h«r at onoe a» wortby to be 
the model of tbe statoaiy and panrterj 
but in her the pride of beauty some- 
times defeated the ofegeet of beautj it- 
stVl WHh every power to pleaae, she 
fccnod to ^sdaki her ahn^ea too mudi 
to wisb to captivate them,*.--^ On mj 
trutb, nt ver did I aee so bright an e^ 
aiannounted by so soomftil a brow,** tht 
khig had said» and ftom thafi raoment 
the qiieen had ^^en up all hopea of 
mademoiseUe d*A jelle. 

The next most diatingotsbed of the 
maids of honour, Emilie de Mignon« 
ville^ was a oharming brown beaaty; 
wHb eontrasts that gave to her ffatures 
and countenanee the most striking and 
Singular effbot; for while her eheek 
boaated the warm eamation glow peou<» 
Ikr to bronettes, «id her eyelashes and 
arohing brows were of a jetty Uack, her 
eyes were of the softest blue, large, aweet^ 
Süd ghstening. Never had any otie 
been gifted with a more lively vocation 

for 
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fear Um parfc of a coquetteu AflGectatiw 
mig^t ahuosfe be said ta b^ Pütuve witb 
her, and «qpietry nther «n mmW\^ 
tbaik an acquired habit. Thie äeaim sbf 
tef^ified to {dease was noi whdljr an 
aasumed desire, oA for tbat very roaaoo 
was infinitely csiga^ng. Caating )»S7 
oharming eye» ia aweet secority aroopd^ 
fibe.belidd in every knight on^ wbi9 
had been, was» or would bereaftm 
prove a lover ; and the welcome inoniae 
sbe received with a degree of gratitude 
and complaoency, which only wanted to 
be lasting as it was lively, f o amount to 
reciprocal love, 

The indiscriminate facility wUh which 
jfenilie de MignonviUe admitted merit 
and dement into her train, mogfc tnv 
tainly be admitted aa the chief eraae 
why it was alwaya so numerouas büt 
none who looked at, and tisteoed long 
to Sknilie» oonld oootinue.fieTerefy to 
i«^utinize her aetions. . Emry thing 
oonspired to make her a general favour» 

j> ite — 
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it^-*her peiftctions» her defidendes^ 
her beauty, sweetness, gaietjr, and total 
ahflenoe of pretension ; and many a 
knight had wom the diains of made* 
moiselle MignonviUe, who had broken 
througb» or spumed tbose of the haugh- 
tier mademoiselle d'Ayelle. 

Madmoiselle de Grancey was an £u- 
phrosyne, to whom might be applied 
the old poe^s sweet description of ma. 
dame d'Albret : 

** Elle a tr^s biea cette belle gorge d'albfttrey 
Ce doulz parier, ce clair teinct, ces beaux yeux ; 

Mais k moo gr^ ce petit ris folitre 
Est en effet ce qai luy üed le mieux.'* 

Mademoiselle de Parthenay was '* une 
hdk hUmde^ sentimental, deeply read in 
romances, and versed in the poetical 
dedsions and deerees of former oourts 
and parliaments of love. — Mademoiselle 
de Sainte-Colombe a£fected devotion, 
and experienced ambition in its most 
feverish and excessive degree. Bred 

beneath 
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beneath the polished auspices ot Cathe^ 
rine de Medicis and Margueiite de Va^ 
lois, all were versed» not only in the 
many arts of pleasing, but in the 
branches of knowledge cultivated in 
those times ; and if they were not so 
innuinerable as those required of a 
young lady at present, neither was their 
number contemptible. If these court 
ladies did not waltz, compose, learn 
Greek, Hebrew, mathematics, paint oil 
velvet, model in cork, " make conun^ 
drums and cut watch-papers," th^y 
worked with the needle, danced wich 
grace, sung, played oif the lute, spoke 
with elegance their own and the Italien 
languages, and possessed a knowledge 
of the State of parties, the characters of 
distinguished leaders» and the former 
history of their country, far beyond that 
a modern miss acquires in the cöurse 
of her superficial studies; and oould 
speak on those subjects, in conseqUe)ice, 
with a sedudng warmth and eloquenoe» 

and 
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and all those dmnns of oanv^sifcioii 
whicfa ave aloiMt mre to cvry ccmtvic^ 
tiob to the faevt of tfae inoautious hMo^ 
w, 6udi was tfae band of ^ flowctjr«- 
Urdod'* ^psns that coniposed the ^«ara** 
4tm vekmiT of Catherine de Mediale 
The sixth was Bhmfae de Tdfigny» vrba 
Aone^ «uprane in parity and innoomoe^ 
•ttaong these oouräy beuities, bke 4Hi 
«mullied lily among gaudier floweas. 
The king, as if Oll his fpaaid, and ap- 
prahensive of Catherine's designs upMi 
Mm^ appeaied inclined to disafipoint 
(ihOK)» by devx)IÖDg ti» greater pKtt ef 
liis attention to herseUl Wüh hospit- 
ttble ODuitesy he expressed his faope Ukat 
^6 Wottld find the «ceoimaiodskttoBs pn^ 
partd for her susted to her mshes.-^ 
^* Onr i/reltooie maA «ipply tbe fiace 
of sfeate/* tfae fmnk^beairted mooaxvdi 
«DMinmd ; ^ for war and ite neeeasitios 
iMve odnipelled iss, perfoitx^ to di^nb^ 
w&Hi braveries» and dbm^d omr Axmt 
Mmotfk into a cao^k" . 

« Easily 
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^'Ea^ly might we replj; tbat all 
tbings pleased us, my son," answered 
the queen, in that under tone into whisk 
tbe royal pair had impereeptiUy £iMen ; 
^^ but we l»ve ever been too open of 
beart and frank of speech, andnowit 
would be over late to attem'pt to mend. 
Greater joy was it to our maternal beart» 
it must be owned, wben a dear, tbough 
imprudent cbild, presided at the ixmrt 
of Nerac, tban to see another £11 ber 
chair." 

Tbe queen's eye glanced at the prin- 
eess Catherine of Navarre^ and tbe king 
replied witb dignity — '* My sister, i»a- 
di»n, is all tbat my queen sbould bave 
been» wbile my queen was always more 
the sister of Henry of Valois tban tbe 
wife of Henry of -Navarre." 

Tbis sbort coUoquy alluded to tbe 
sq)aration of Henry from bis queen» 
daughter of Catherine de Medicäs» alWr 
haviog lived witb ber ibr five years in 
tolerable barmo^y, T^e indisoretioD» 

levity, 
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levity, and tum for political intrigue, 
wbich Marguerite de Valois inherited 
from Catherine de Medicis herseif, had, 
at length, notwithstanding her beauty 
and aequireroents» rendered her insup- 
portable to her husband ; and it was sup« 
posed that he only waited for a favour- 
able juncture to obtain a release from 
bis ill-assorted and inauspicious engage- 
inent. The queen finding it vain to 
hope to mediate in the case of her 
daughter, renewed her attempts to ob- 
tain a more favourable peace for her son, 
disguising, as usual, the most selfish 
and interested views, under the appear-- 
anoe of the greatest candour and gene- 
rosity. 

For almost thirty years Catherine de 
Medicis had invariably assumed the 
amiable character of a mediatrix between 
contending parties— -a character fiir 
wbich nature appeared to have qualified 
her, by every prepossessing gift of per- 
son, mind, and manners ; yet, most un- 

luckily. 
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luckily, it had always happened that 
this System of conciliatiön adopted by 
Catherine, had been productive of no- 
thing but new disturbances. Whether 
this proceeded from want of skill, or 
want of good faith, in the Italian queen, 
was a question not difficult perhaps to 
be decided. 

The dais under which the queen sat 
was formed of an azure silken canopy, 
in which princess Catherine of Navarre 
had, with studied courtesy, herseif em- 
broidered the queen's favourite symbol 
of the rainbow, with the motto— *' Twg- 
porte la lumiire et la tranquiüitä.'' 

The queen now alluded to it in the 
satne spirit of courtesy ; and turning to 
her son-in-law, with one of her most 
fascinating smiles, asked him if all the 
pains she had taken were to be produc- 
tive of no advantage — she whose motto 
was peace, and who made it the great 
object and end of her life to preserve or 
to pbtain it ? 

TOL. II. L. The 
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The kiqg, who had repettedly suflBnv 
ed by her Madiiavelian policy, was quite 
revolted by her hypocrby.— '^ FweJDku, 
madame !"* he exdaimed, with imwont- 
ed bastiness ; ^ it is not I that bring on 
the iniseries of civil war~-it is not / that 
prevent you at Fontainebieau from 
sleeping quietly in your beds ; but truly 
you, who, with incessant intrigues and 
plots, prevent me from ever baving a 
good night's rest in miiie. You are the 
encbantress that live but in the whiri« 
wind, and would expire in a calm." 

The indignant, open- hearted, bat gal- 
lant Henry, tried to give a sportive tum 
to bis oonduding words, in orda* to take 
off the edge from the first, which had 
been wrested from bis indignation ; and 
the queen, who knew bat too well how 
much he had to forg^ve, ^ected to en- 
ter into bis humour, and gaäy said«-i- 
** A truce, fair son. Lucky will it be 
for you, if we do not prolong our stay, 
an* it were but only to prove we weie 
^ not 
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not the «fiercDess zmotfaer-in-law you 
suppose. Gladly would I ^ve you any 
surety for my fftith. Is tbere any thing, 
my son/' she continned, in a mone se- 
rious txme, " that I could give, or you 
demand ?*• 

" There is nothing there I would de- 
mand, madao)/' replied Henry, casting 
a glance of mingled resentment and 
scom at the circle of fair girls that sur- 
rounded her; for he remembered with 
shame how often, oa former occasions, 
she had availed herseif of the charms of 
their xnanners and oonversation, to over- 
reach him : and in hh determination to 
eonvince her that he saw into her arti- 
fices, aad was not again to be duped by 
means of the witcheries with which she 
was surrounded, the gallantry that had* 
niat^ked his first addiies^ was for a mo- 
mmt forgotten. 

These words, pronounoed in a rather 
more dnJbtnated tom» reached.the ears of 
Blanche 4e T^Hgny^and it is impossible 

LS to 
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to express the revulsicm they produced r 
she had heard the oourt ladies talk of 
their plans ; she had heard of and de« 
spised those calculated looks, those 
studied airs» those false joys of anticipa- 
ted conquest ; but never had she known 
the deep contempt they inspired in 
those on whom such arts had either suc- 
ceeded or failed, as she now learned by 
one glance of Henry*s speaking eye. — 
*' And does he reckon me among the 
number of contemptible eoquettes thus 
ofiered to bis choice ?" 

The thought shot like a burning ar- 
row through her brain ; and the Station 
which she had at first oonsidered as one 
of splendour and distinction, now pre- 
sented nothing but danger and degrada« 
tion to her view. 

At this moment the eyes of the king 
met those of Blanche, their eloquent 
beams still expressing the high-souled 
Indignation of her breast. Blanche was 
the only one of Catherine's ladies of ho* 

nour 
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nour whom Henry had not seen before; 
and never had she appeared in more ra- 
diant, more conquering beauty. At- 
tired in the most becoming costume of 
the court of Henry the Third, a robe of 
4ark velvet, triiiimed with the riebest 
point lace, set off in the greatest lustre 
the dazzling whiteness of her neck, 
round which she wore a careanet of 
mingled pearls and rubies : the minute 
scar inflieted upon its polished smooth- 
ness was concealed by the fair ringlets 
of " paly gold" whicK feil profusely 
upon that thröat of alabaster; and her 
pure complexion, 

" Men che di rose e piü che di viole V* 

united to the expression of terror that 
sometimes, as in this moment of emo- 
tion, lit up her blue eyes, all announced 
that her disastrous history had impress* 
ed its charactery upon her style of beau- 
ty, pointing her out for what she was 

L 3 indeed — 

* Dante. 
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indeed--^ lofrdy rictiin^ escaptd bj mi- 
racle fit>m Farisian ftriy. As be gased 
on her briglit ejes and ianltlesa features, 
the glorious beauty of tfae inart3nred Te- 
ligny arose» iti dhn percq>1ioii9 to thc 
mind of the king of Navarre. Half* 
forgotten itnages of the massacre of La 
Saint Barth^lemi-*-of a brave and beati- 
tiful hero imraolated on that day-*^^ 
his own disaatrous youth and inmispi» 
dous marriage, swam beforehis sigfat» 
and kindled his rising pasaion, without 
being sufficiently distinct to enaUe him 
to suspect the truth ; but when he learn- 
cd that the bright maid before him ac- 
tually bore the name of Teligny, every 
thing seemed explained, and the natural- 
ly-gallant king^ahready bitterly regretting 
the unadvised wordt Üiat had esoaped 
him^ W9B led, fram tfae drcumstance» to 
considcr Blanche idth more particakr 
attention. From anob smali cauaes often 
arise the eventa that are to infiaence oor 
future lives. 

With 
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With fat difiermt fedings cmotber 
wärrior present tiad notioed tbe Emo- 
tion of Blanche : Chatilloii häd marked 
the kindling flaah of her eye, bad mark* 
ed the beautifol and becoming feelii^ 
tfaat faad porcmipted it, and (pleased per- 
haps witb discovering any wbere a spirit 
i^aemUmg bis own) eagerly inquired 
the name of the modest ^dd beautiful 
datnjsel: but wfaen he leamed it, and 
witb it a aligbt sketeh of her little bis- 
tory» it is impossible to say wbat feel- 
ing posscssed tbe mastery in bis agitated 
breast«*-sbamä at having sufFered a väin, 
if not sinful pursuit of vengeance, so to 
absorb every other feeling, as to prevent 
Us discovering tfaat tbere remained a 
relic of Ms laßt üsbefs family*-«-regret at 
having coatinued so long unknown to 
so lovely a relative — and gratitude, 
strangely mingled witb resentment, a- 
gainst the person who bad possessed 
himself of tbis treasure, and who bad 

L 4 taken 
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taken no pains to offer her to his view ; 
all these struggled a few moments with 
natura in his breast, but nature in the 
end prevailed. Liooking with glisten- 
ing eyes, which spoke of nothing but 
tcnderness, on the sweet nieoe thus pre- 
sented to his view» he resolved to seize 
the first interval of privacy to make 
himself known to her as her uncle and 
protector. That could not be noiw^ for 
the king was calling upon Chastelar to 
contribute something to the brilliancy 
of the fete» by singing some lay, of 
which love and ladies should be the 
theme. 

The bard readily consented ; and glan- 
eing his eyes around the lovely drele» as 
if to catch a ray of Inspiration from their 
charms, he quickly began to sing— - 



THE 
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TBE ORIGIN OF CHIVALBY. 

LAT OF AIM AB DE CHASTELAR. 

Young Cupid^ in Idalia's shade, 
Thas to his mother soft complains— > 

'^ See, low are all my triumphs laid, 
Deserted are my sacred fanes. 

*^ Fair science fled, and mute each lay, 
Barbaric night o'erspreads the scene ; 

And savage man disowns my sway^ 
And joyless nymphs my arms disdain/' 

'* I own/* Said beaoty's queen, and sighM, 
* Our sweet, our tyrant empire*s o'er ; 

But, soft !*' with lightning smile she cried, 
*' My boy, we'U yet regain our power ! 

'' A plan my wit divine supplies, 
It^ blest e£fect I'U instant try. 

Tbe heart to warm, to humanize, 
Arise, romantic Cbivalbt !'' 



Thence 



t86 BBlOtT rOUBTH DF FXAVCB. 

Tbeoce Cnpid is ag^ confesc 
The lord of ev'iy yoathful breMt; 
Iq Dame, but not in esience chang'dy 
Since o'er Sidlian fieids be nngM ; 
Then mov*d the Ood, a shepherd swaioy 
Nom Bhines a knigt^t on listed plaini 
His soft eocbantment breatbes around, 
HU all is Cupid's fidrj ground. 
Now in a touraejr's ring be rides, 
Now at a courtly ball presides, 
Directs the minstrers tender task, 
Or iaughs behind the frolic mask. 
In war, he guides the champion*s band, 
And gltttera in bis shiuing brand^ 
Teacbes each sbield and bonner gay 
Device and motto to display — 
Lurks in the loveknots that declare 
The colours of the favourite fair. 
A scarf now bides the god of Love-^ 
He now lies ambush'd in a glove — 
Floats on the warrior's dancing plume, 
Or deigns the beauty's eyes illume, 
And mantles in each dimpling smile, 
And prompt instructs each witching wüe; 



Till 
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Till all, the gjreat» tbe graye, (he gay. 
Imperial Cupid's call obej^ 
And princes' vows, and beroes' sjghs, 
Complete the general sacjrifice. 



'' Excellent !" cried the cöuntess Co- 
risande to the happy and flattered poet, 
'' Clement Marc^ ODuld kiol have prcv 
duced a sweter lay-*--*Cl^GQent Marot» so 
worthy to be entitled — * Prince des 
poStes et poSte des princes! Thus I 
crown you sovereign over all the bards 
of the south f and saying this» she se- 
lected from the ro6e$ that profusely a- 
domed the banquet a chaplet, which she 
placed, with her fair and delicate hand$> 
upon the head of Chastelar. 

" Ah, Rosny !" whispeted the kittg» 
gazing with irenewed admiration cm the 
ooimtess, ^* what would you givö iot a 
Single rose so consecrated ?" 

''Just as much, lire»" repUod the 

piain- 
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plain-spoken Hugonot warrior, who de* 
tested any lady that aspired to Henry's 
notice, '' as I would give for one of the 
pope's consecrated roses." 

On disoovering that Florestan was 
the brother of the baron de Rosny, and 
a young knight of the highest hopes 
and iamily, Blanche feit a lively regret 
that Rose had so decidedly rejected his 
suit; partieularly as» from the manner 
in which he sought to converse with her 
apart upon the inhabitants of the Glass 
Valley, she had reason to thlnk that 
neither the fascinations of courts, nor 
the tumults of camps, had banished 
her sweet image from his heart. But 
Blanche covld give him no new hopes, 
and '' none without hope e*er love the 
brightest fiiir/' 

At the hour in which the gay assem- 
bly broke up, prince Henry of Lor- 
raine tumed towards her a look of 
which she alone understood the import, 

and 
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and gently pressing her hand, sighed 
— " Retnember the fountain of St. 
John." 
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